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Council on Environmental Quality § 1507.2 

(c) If the final environmental impact 

statement is filed within ninety (90) 

days after a draft environmental im-

pact statement is filed with the Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency, the min-

imum thirty (30) day period and the 

minimum ninety (90) day period may 

run concurrently. However, subject to 

paragraph (d) of this section agencies 

shall allow not less than 45 days for 

comments on draft statements. 

(d) The lead agency may extend pre-

scribed periods. The Environmental 

Protection Agency may upon a show-

ing by the lead agency of compelling 

reasons of national policy reduce the 

prescribed periods and may upon a 

showing by any other Federal agency 

of compelling reasons of national pol-

icy also extend prescribed periods, but 

only after consultation with the lead 

agency. (Also see § 1507.3(d).) Failure to 

file timely comments shall not be a 

sufficient reason for extending a pe-

riod. If the lead agency does not concur 

with the extension of time, EPA may 

not extend it for more than 30 days. 

When the Environmental Protection 

Agency reduces or extends any period 

of time it shall notify the Council. 

[43 FR 56000, Nov. 29, 1978; 44 FR 874, Jan. 3, 

1979]

§ 1506.11 Emergencies. 

Where emergency circumstances 

make it necessary to take an action 

with significant environmental impact 

without observing the provisions of 

these regulations, the Federal agency 

taking the action should consult with 

the Council about alternative arrange-

ments. Agencies and the Council will 

limit such arrangements to actions 

necessary to control the immediate im-

pacts of the emergency. Other actions 

remain subject to NEPA review. 

§ 1506.12 Effective date. 

The effective date of these regula-

tions is July 30, 1979, except that for 

agencies that administer programs 

that qualify under section 102(2)(D) of 

the Act or under section 104(h) of the 

Housing and Community Development 

Act of 1974 an additional four months 

shall be allowed for the State or local 

agencies to adopt their implementing 

procedures.

(a) These regulations shall apply to 

the fullest extent practicable to ongo-

ing activities and environmental docu-

ments begun before the effective date. 

These regulations do not apply to an 

environmental impact statement or 

supplement if the draft statement was 

filed before the effective date of these 

regulations. No completed environ-

mental documents need be redone by 

reasons of these regulations. Until 

these regulations are applicable, the 

Council’s guidelines published in the 

FEDERAL REGISTER of August 1, 1973, 

shall continue to be applicable. In 

cases where these regulations are ap-

plicable the guidelines are superseded. 

However, nothing shall prevent an 

agency from proceeding under these 

regulations at an earlier time. 

(b) NEPA shall continue to be appli-

cable to actions begun before January 

1, 1970, to the fullest extent possible. 

PART 1507—AGENCY 
COMPLIANCE

Sec.

1507.1 Compliance. 

1507.2 Agency capability to comply. 

1507.3 Agency procedures. 

AUTHORITY: NEPA, the Environmental 

Quality Improvement Act of 1970, as amend-

ed (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.), sec. 309 of the Clean 

Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609), and E.O. 

11514 (Mar. 5, 1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, 

May 24, 1977). 

SOURCE: 43 FR 56002, Nov. 29, 1978, unless 

otherwise noted. 

§ 1507.1 Compliance. 

All agencies of the Federal Govern-

ment shall comply with these regula-

tions. It is the intent of these regula-

tions to allow each agency flexibility 

in adapting its implementing proce-

dures authorized by § 1507.3 to the re-

quirements of other applicable laws. 

§ 1507.2 Agency capability to comply. 

Each agency shall be capable (in 

terms of personnel and other resources) 

of complying with the requirements 

enumerated below. Such compliance 

may include use of other’s resources, 

but the using agency shall itself have 

sufficient capability to evaluate what 

others do for it. Agencies shall: 
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