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(a) Special charges. CEQ shall recover 

the full cost of providing special serv-

ices, such as sending records by express 

mail, to the extent that CEQ elects to 

provide them in that manner. 

(b) Interest charges. CEQ may begin 

assessing interest charges on an unpaid 

bill starting on the 31st day following 

the day on which the FOIA Officer sent 

the billing. Interest shall be charged at 

the rate prescribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717 and 

will accrue from the date of billing. 

(c) Aggregating requests. When the 

FOIA Officer reasonably believes that a 

requester or a group of requesters act-

ing in concert is attempting to divide a 

request into a series of requests for the 

purpose of avoiding fees, the FOIA Offi-

cer shall aggregate those requests and 

charge accordingly. 

§ 1515.15 Payment and waiver. 
(a) Remittances. Payment shall be 

made in the form of check or money 

order made payable to the Treasury of 

the United States. At the time the 

FOIA Officer notifies a requester of the 

applicable fees, the Officer shall inform 

the requester of where to send the pay-

ment.

(b) Waiver of fees. CEQ may waive all 

or part of any fee provided for in 

§§ 1515.12 and 1515.13 when the FOIA Of-

ficer deems that disclosure of the infor-

mation is in the general public’s inter-

est because it is likely to contribute 

significantly to public understanding 

of the operations or activities of the 

government and is not primarily in the 

commercial interest of the requester. 

In determining whether a fee should be 

waived, the FOIA Officer may consider 

whether:

(1) The subject matter specifically 

concerns identifiable operations or ac-

tivities of the government; 

(2) The information is already in the 

public domain; 

(3) Disclosure of the information 

would contribute to the understanding 

of the public-at-large as opposed to a 

narrow segment of the population; 

(4) Disclosure of the information 

would significantly enhance the 

public’s understanding of the subject 

matter;

(5) Disclosure of the information 

would further a commercial interest of 

the requester; and 

(6) The public’s interest is greater 

than any commercial interest of the re-

quester.

§ 1515.16 Other rights and services. 
Nothing in this subpart will be con-

strued to entitle any person, as of 

right, to any service or to the disclo-

sure of any record to which such person 

is not entitled under the FOIA. 

§§ 1515.17–1515.19 [Reserved] 
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552a; Pub. L. 93–579. 

SOURCE: 42 FR 32537, June 27, 1977, unless 

otherwise noted. 

§ 1516.1 Purpose and scope. 
The purposes of these regulations are 

to:

(a) Establish a procedure by which an 

individual can determine if the Council 

on Environmental Quality (hereafter 

known as the Council) maintains a sys-

tem of records which includes a record 

pertaining to the individual; and 

(b) Establish a procedure by which an 

individual can gain access to a record 

pertaining to him or her for the pur-

pose of review, amendment and/or cor-

rection.

§ 1516.2 Definitions. 
For the purpose of these regulations: 

(a) The term individual means a cit-

izen of the United States or an alien 
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