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1515.6 CEQ’s response to a request. 

1515.7 Expedited processing. 

1515.8 Appeals. 

1515.9 Extending CEQ’s time to respond. 

AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION

1515.10 Obtaining available information. 

COSTS

1515.11 Definitions. 

1515.12 Fees in general. 

1515.13 Fees for categories of requesters. 

1515.14 Other charges. 

1515.15 Payment and waiver. 

1515.16 Other rights and services. 

1515.17–1515.19 [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended by 

Pub. L. 93–502, Pub. L. 99–570, Pub. L. 104–231, 

Pub. L. 110–175; E.O. 13392; Pres. Mem. 74 FR 

4685. Source: 42 FR 65158, Dec. 30, 1977, unless 

otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 75 FR 48590, Aug. 11, 2010, unless 

otherwise noted. 

PURPOSE

§ 1515.1 FOIA procedures. 
The Freedom of Information Act (5 

U.S.C. 552), as amended, commonly 

known as FOIA, is a Federal law that 

creates a procedure for any person to 

request documents and other records 

from United States Government agen-

cies. The law requires every Federal 

agency to make available to the public 

the material requested, unless the ma-

terial falls under one of the limited ex-

emptions stated in Section 552(b) of the 

Act. These procedures explain how the 

Council on Environmental Quality 

(CEQ)—one of several agencies in the 

Executive Office of the President—will 

carry out the FOIA. They are written 

from the standpoint of a FOIA re-

quester and should be read together 

with the FOIA, which provides addi-

tional information about access to 

records maintained by CEQ. This infor-

mation is furnished for the guidance of 

the public and in compliance with the 

requirements of Section 552 of title 5, 

United States Code, as amended. 

ORGANIZATION OF CEQ

§ 1515.2 About the Council on Environ-
mental Quality (CEQ). 

The Council on Environmental Qual-

ity (‘‘CEQ’’ or ‘‘the Council’’) was cre-

ated by the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969, as amended (42 

U.S.C. 4321 through 4347). The Council’s 

authority is primarily derived from 

that Act, the Environmental Quality 

Improvement Act of 1970, as amended 

(42 U.S.C. 4371–4374), Reorganization 

Plan No. 1 of 1977 (July 15, 1977), and 

Executive Order 11514, ‘‘Protection and 

Enhancement of Environmental Qual-

ity,’’ March 5, 1970, as amended by Ex-

ecutive Order 11991, May 24, 1977. 

§ 1515.3 CEQ organization. 

(a) The Council is made up of a Chair 

appointed by the President and subject 

to approval by the Senate who serves 

in a full-time capacity. Congress has 

allowed CEQ to consist of a Council of 

one member who serves as Chairman or 

Chair.

(b) The National Environmental Pol-

icy Act and the Environmental Quality 

Improvement Act give the Council the 

authority to hire any officers and staff 

that may be necessary to carry out re-

sponsibilities and functions specified in 

these two Acts. Also, the use of con-

sultants and experts is permitted. 

(c) In addition to the Chair, the 

Council has program and legal staff. 

(d) The Council has no field or re-

gional offices. 

(e) The Council is located at 722 

Jackson Place NW., Washington, DC 

20503. Office hours are 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, except Fed-

eral holidays. To meet with any of the 

staff, please write or phone ahead for 

an appointment. The main number is 

202–456–6224.

§ 1515.4 CEQ FOIA Officials. 

(a) The Chair shall appoint a Chief 

Freedom of Information Act Officer 

(Chief FOIA Officer) who is responsible 

for overseeing the Council’s adminis-

tration of the Freedom of Information 

Act and for receiving, routing and 

overseeing the processing of all Free-

dom of Information requests as set 

forth in these regulations. The Chair 

shall appoint an Appeals Officer, who is 

responsible for processing and acting 

upon any appeals and may designate 

one or more CEQ officials, as appro-

priate, as FOIA Officers authorized to 

oversee and process FOIA requests. The 

Chief FOIA Officer may serve as the 

Appeals Officer. 
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