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to grant it and will notify the re-
quester of the decision. If a request for
expedited treatment is granted, the re-
quest will be placed in the expedited
processing track, given priority, and
processed as soon as practicable. If a
request for expedited processing is de-
nied, any appeal of that decision will
be acted on expeditiously.

§1515.8 Appeals.

(a) The requester may appeal an ad-
verse determination, in any respect, to
the CEQ FOIA Appeals Officer. Any ap-
peal must be received by CEQ within 60
days of the date on the CEQ letter de-
nying the request.

(b) Appeals must be in writing and
may be sent via e-mail to:
efoia@ceq.eop.gov. They may also be
sent via facsimile to: (202) 456-0753 or
via U.S. mail addressed to: FOIA Ap-
peals Officer, Council on Environ-
mental Quality, Executive Office of the
President, 722 Jackson Place NW.,
Washington, DC 20503.

(c) The appeal letter should specify
the records requested and ask the Ap-
peals Officer to review the determina-
tion made by the Freedom of Informa-
tion Officer. The letter should explain
the basis for the appeal.

(d) The Appeals Officer will make a
final determination on an appeal with-
in 20 working days (excepting Satur-
days, Sundays and Federal holidays)
from the date CEQ receives the appeal.
The Appeals Officer (or designee) will
send a letter to the requester con-
veying the decision as soon as it is
made. If an appeal is denied, in part or
in whole, the letter will also include
the provisions for judicial review.

§1515.9 Extending CEQ’s time to re-
spond.

(a) In unusual circumstances as de-
fined in paragraph (c) of this section,
the time limits for responding to a re-
quest (§§1515.6(a) and 1515.8(d)) may be
extended by the Council for not more
than 10 working days. Extensions may
be granted by the CEQ FOIA Officer in
the case of initial requests and by the
Appeals Officer in the case of any ap-
peals. The extension period may be
split between the initial request and
the appeal but may not exceed 10 work-
ing days overall. Extensions will be

§1515.10

confirmed in writing and set forth the
reasons for the extension and the date
that the final determination is ex-
pected.

(b) With respect to a request for
which a written notice under this sec-
tion extends the time limits prescribed
under §1515.6(a), the CEQ FOIA Officer
will notify the requester, if the request
cannot be processed within the time
limit specified in §1515.6(a) and provide
an opportunity to limit the scope of
the request, so that it may be proc-
essed within that time limit or an op-
portunity to arrange an alternative
time frame for processing the request
or a modified request. A requester’s re-
fusal to reasonably modify the request
or arrange such an alternative time
frame will be considered as a factor in
determining whether exceptional cir-
cumstances exist for purposes of 5
U.S.C. 552(a)(6)(C). When CEQ reason-
ably believes that a requester, or a
group of requesters, has submitted a
request constituting a single request
that would otherwise satisfy the un-
usual circumstances specified under
this section, CEQ may aggregate those
requests for purposes of this paragraph.
Multiple requests involving unrelated
matters will not be aggregated.

(c) The term ‘“unusual cir-
cumstances’ means:

(1) The need to search for and collect
the requested records from establish-
ments that are separate from the office
processing the request;

(2) The need to search for, collect,
and appropriately examine a volumi-
nous amount of separate and distinct
records which are demanded in a single
request; or

(3) The need for consultation, which
will be conducted with all practicable
speed, with another agency having a
substantial interest in the determina-
tion of the request or among two or
more components of the agency having
substantial subject-matter interest
therein.

AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION

§1515.10 Obtaining available informa-
tion.

(a) When a request for information
has been granted in whole or in part,
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