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42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–14 Edition) § 409.85 

(c) Exceptions to published amounts. (1) 
If the actual charge to the patient for 
the 61st through the 90th day of inpa-
tient hospital or inpatient CAH serv-
ices is less than the coinsurance 
amount applicable for the calendar 
year in which the services were fur-
nished, the actual charge per day is the 
daily coinsurance amount. 

(2) If the actual charge to the patient 
for the 91st through the 150th day (life-
time reserve days) is less than the co-
insurance amount applicable for the 
calendar year in which the services 
were furnished, the beneficiary is 
deemed to have elected not to use the 
days because he or she would not ben-
efit from using them. 

[48 FR 12541, Mar. 25, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 4026, Jan. 27, 1989; 58 FR 30666, 30667, May 
26, 1993] 

§ 409.85 Skilled nursing facility (SNF) 
care coinsurance. 

(a) General provisions. (1) SNF care co-
insurance is the amount chargeable to 
a beneficiary after the first 20 days of 
SNF care in a benefit period. 

(2) For each day from the 21st 
through the 100th day, the coinsurance 
is 1⁄8 of the applicable inpatient hos-
pital deductible. 

(3) For coinsurance days before Janu-
ary 1, 1982, the coinsurance amount is 
based on the deductible applicable for 
the year in which the benefit period 
began. The coinsurance amounts do not 
change during a beneficiary’s benefit 
period even though the coinsurance 
days may fall in a subsequent year for 
which a higher deductible amount has 
been determined. 

(4) For coinsurance days after De-
cember 31, 1981, the coinsurance 
amount is based on the deductible ap-
plicable for the calendar year in which 
the services were furnished. 

(b) Specific coinsurance amounts. The 
specific SNF coinsurance amounts for 
each calendar year are published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER no later than Octo-
ber 1 of the preceding year. 

(c) Exception to published amounts. If 
the actual charge to the patient is less 
than the coinsurance amount applica-
ble for the calendar year in which the 
services were furnished, the actual 

charge per day is the daily coinsur-
ance. 

[48 FR 12541, Mar. 25, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 4026, Jan. 27, 1989] 

§ 409.87 Blood deductible. 

(a) General provisions. (1) As used in 
this section, packed red cells means 
the red blood cells that remain after 
plasma is separated from whole blood. 

(2) A unit of packed red cells is treat-
ed as the equivalent of a unit of whole 
blood. 

(3) Medicare does not pay for the first 
3 units of whole blood or units of 
packed red cells that a beneficiary re-
ceives, during a calendar year, as an in-
patient of a hospital or CAH or SNF, or 
on an outpatient basis under Medicare 
Part B. 

(4) The deductible does not apply to 
other blood components such as plate-
lets, fibrinogen, plasma, gamma glob-
ulin, and serum albumin, or to the cost 
of processing, storing, and admin-
istering blood. 

(5) The blood deductible is in addi-
tion to the inpatient hospital deduct-
ible and daily coinsurance. 

(6) The Part A blood deductible is re-
duced to the extent that the Part B 
blood deductible has been applied. For 
example, if a beneficiary had received 
one unit under Medicare Part B, and 
later in the same benefit period re-
ceived three units under Medicare Part 
A, Medicare Part A would pay for the 
third of the latter units. (As specified 
in § 410.161 of this chapter, the Part B 
blood deductible is reduced to the ex-
tent a blood deductible has been ap-
plied under Medicare Part A.) 

(b) Beneficiary’s responsibility for the 
first 3 units of whole blood or packed red 
cells—(1) Basic rule. Except as specified 
in paragraph (b)(2) of this section, the 
beneficiary is responsible for the first 3 
units of whole blood or packed red 
cells. He or she has the option of pay-
ing the hospital’s or CAH’s charges for 
the blood or packed red cells or arrang-
ing for it to be replaced. 

(2) Exception. The beneficiary is not 
responsible for the first 3 units of 
whole blood or packed red cells if the 
provider obtained that blood or red 
cells at no charge other than a proc-
essing or service charge. In that case, 
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