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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 410.77 

(c) Services. Medicare Part B covers 
clinical nurse specialists’ services in 
all settings in both rural and urban 
areas only if the services would be cov-
ered if furnished by a physician and the 
clinical nurse specialist— 

(1) Is legally authorized to perform 
them in the State in which they are 
performed; 

(2) Is not performing services that 
are otherwise excluded from coverage 
by one of the statutory exclusions; and 

(3) Performs them while working in 
collaboration with a physician. 

(i) Collaboration is a process in which 
a clinical nurse specialist works with 
one or more physicians to deliver 
health care services within the scope of 
the practitioner’s expertise, with med-
ical direction and appropriate super-
vision as provided for in jointly devel-
oped guidelines or other mechanisms as 
provided by the law of the State in 
which the services are performed. 

(ii) In the absence of State law gov-
erning collaboration, collaboration is a 
process in which a clinical nurse spe-
cialist has a relationship with one or 
more physicians to deliver health care 
services. Such collaboration is to be 
evidenced by clinical nurse specialists 
documenting the clinical nurse special-
ists’ scope of practice and indicating 
the relationships that they have with 
physicians to deal with issues outside 
their scope of practice. Clinical nurse 
specialists must document this col-
laborative process with physicians. 

(iii) The collaborating physician does 
not need to be present with the clinical 
nurse specialist when the services are 
furnished, or to make an independent 
evaluation of each patient who is seen 
by the clinical nurse specialist. 

(d) Services and supplies furnished inci-
dent to clinical nurse specialists’ services. 
Medicare Part B covers services and 
supplies incident to the services of a 
clinical nurse specialist if the require-
ments of § 410.26 are met. 

(e) Professional services. Clinical nurse 
specialists can be paid for professional 
services only when the services have 
been personally performed by them and 
no facility or other provider charges, 
or is paid, any amount for the fur-
nishing of the professional services. 

(1) Supervision of other nonphysician 
staff by clinical nurse specialists does 

not constitute personal performance of 
a professional service by clinical nurse 
specialists. 

(2) The services are provided on an 
assignment-related basis, and a clinical 
nurse specialist may not charge a bene-
ficiary for a service not payable under 
this provision. If a beneficiary has 
made payment for a service, the clin-
ical nurse specialist must make the ap-
propriate refund to the beneficiary. 

[63 FR 58908, Nov. 2, 1998, as amended at 67 
FR 80040, Dec. 31, 2002; 73 FR 69934, Nov. 19, 
2008; 78 FR 74811, Dec. 10, 2013] 

§ 410.77 Certified nurse-midwives’ 
services: Qualifications and condi-
tions. 

(a) Qualifications. For Medicare cov-
erage of his or her services, a certified 
nurse-midwife must: 

(1) Be a registered nurse who is le-
gally authorized to practice as a nurse- 
midwife in the State where services are 
performed; 

(2) Have successfully completed a 
program of study and clinical experi-
ence for nurse-midwives that is accred-
ited by an accrediting body approved 
by the U.S. Department of Education; 
and 

(3) Be certified as a nurse-midwife by 
the American College of Nurse-Mid-
wives or the American College of 
Nurse-Midwives Certification Council. 

(b) Services. A certified nurse-mid-
wife’s services are services furnished by 
a certified nurse-midwife and services 
and supplies furnished as an incident to 
the certified nurse-midwife’s services 
that— 

(1) Are within the scope of practice 
authorized by the law of the State in 
which they are furnished and would 
otherwise be covered if furnished by a 
physician or as an incident to a physi-
cian’s service; and 

(2) Unless required by State law, are 
provided without regard to whether the 
certified nurse-midwife is under the su-
pervision of, or associated with, a phy-
sician or other health care provider. 

(c) Incident to services: Basic rule. 
Medicare Part B covers services and 
supplies incident to the services of a 
certified nurse-midwife if the require-
ments of § 410.26 are met. 
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(d) Professional services. A nurse-mid-
wife can be paid for professional serv-
ices only when the services have been 
performed personally by the nurse-mid-
wife. 

(1) Supervision of other nonphysician 
staff by a nurse-midwife does not con-
stitute personal performance of a pro-
fessional service by the nurse-midwife. 

(2) The service is provided on an as-
signment-related basis, and a nurse- 
midwife may not charge a beneficiary 
for a service not payable under this 
provision. If the beneficiary has made 
payment for a service, the nurse-mid-
wife must make the appropriate refund 
to the beneficiary. 

(3) A nurse-midwife may provide 
services that he or she is legally au-
thorized to perform under State law as 
a nurse-midwife, if the services would 
otherwise be covered by the Medicare 
program when furnished by a physician 
or incident to a physicians’ profes-
sional services. 

[63 FR 58909, Nov. 2, 1998, as amended at 78 
FR 74811, Dec. 10, 2013] 

§ 410.78 Telehealth services. 

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this section the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Asynchronous store and forward 
technologies means the transmission of 
a patient’s medical information from 
an originating site to the physician or 
practitioner at the distant site. The 
physician or practitioner at the distant 
site can review the medical case with-
out the patient being present. An asyn-
chronous telecommunications system 
in single media format does not include 
telephone calls, images transmitted via 
facsimile machines and text messages 
without visualization of the patient 
(electronic mail). Photographs visual-
ized by a telecommunications system 
must be specific to the patient’s med-
ical condition and adequate for fur-
nishing or confirming a diagnosis and 
or treatment plan. Dermatological pho-
tographs, for example, a photograph of 
a skin lesion, may be considered to 
meet the requirement of a single media 
format under this provision. 

(2) Distant site means the site at 
which the physician or practitioner de-
livering the service is located at the 

time the service is provided via a tele-
communications system. 

(3) Interactive telecommunications sys-
tem means multimedia communica-
tions equipment that includes, at a 
minimum, audio and video equipment 
permitting two-way, real-time inter-
active communication between the pa-
tient and distant site physician or 
practitioner. Telephones, facsimile ma-
chines, and electronic mail systems do 
not meet the definition of an inter-
active telecommunications system. 

(4) Originating site means the location 
of an eligible Medicare beneficiary at 
the time the service being furnished 
via a telecommunications system oc-
curs. For asynchronous store and for-
ward telecommunications tech-
nologies, the only originating sites are 
Federal telemedicine demonstration 
programs conducted in Alaska or Ha-
waii. 

(b) General rule. Medicare Part B pays 
for office or other outpatient visits, 
subsequent hospital care services (with 
the limitation of one telehealth visit 
every three days by the patient’s ad-
mitting physician or practitioner), sub-
sequent nursing facility care services 
(not including the Federally-mandated 
periodic visits under § 483.40(c) of this 
chapter and with the limitation of one 
telehealth visit every 30 days by the 
patient’s admitting physician or non-
physician practitioner), professional 
consultations, psychiatric diagnostic 
interview examination, 
neurobehavioral status exam, indi-
vidual psychotherapy, pharmacologic 
management, end-stage renal disease- 
related services included in the month-
ly capitation payment (except for one 
‘‘hands on’’ visit per month to examine 
the access site), individual and group 
medical nutrition therapy services, in-
dividual and group kidney disease edu-
cation services, individual and group 
diabetes self-management training 
services (except for one hour of ‘‘hands 
on’’ services to be furnished in the ini-
tial year training period to ensure ef-
fective injection training), individual 
and group health and behavior assess-
ment and intervention services, smok-
ing cessation services, alcohol and/or 
substance abuse and brief intervention 
services, screening and behavioral 
counseling interventions in primary 
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