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(d) Professional services. A nurse-mid-
wife can be paid for professional serv-
ices only when the services have been 
performed personally by the nurse-mid-
wife. 

(1) Supervision of other nonphysician 
staff by a nurse-midwife does not con-
stitute personal performance of a pro-
fessional service by the nurse-midwife. 

(2) The service is provided on an as-
signment-related basis, and a nurse- 
midwife may not charge a beneficiary 
for a service not payable under this 
provision. If the beneficiary has made 
payment for a service, the nurse-mid-
wife must make the appropriate refund 
to the beneficiary. 

(3) A nurse-midwife may provide 
services that he or she is legally au-
thorized to perform under State law as 
a nurse-midwife, if the services would 
otherwise be covered by the Medicare 
program when furnished by a physician 
or incident to a physicians’ profes-
sional services. 

[63 FR 58909, Nov. 2, 1998, as amended at 78 
FR 74811, Dec. 10, 2013] 

§ 410.78 Telehealth services. 

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this section the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Asynchronous store and forward 
technologies means the transmission of 
a patient’s medical information from 
an originating site to the physician or 
practitioner at the distant site. The 
physician or practitioner at the distant 
site can review the medical case with-
out the patient being present. An asyn-
chronous telecommunications system 
in single media format does not include 
telephone calls, images transmitted via 
facsimile machines and text messages 
without visualization of the patient 
(electronic mail). Photographs visual-
ized by a telecommunications system 
must be specific to the patient’s med-
ical condition and adequate for fur-
nishing or confirming a diagnosis and 
or treatment plan. Dermatological pho-
tographs, for example, a photograph of 
a skin lesion, may be considered to 
meet the requirement of a single media 
format under this provision. 

(2) Distant site means the site at 
which the physician or practitioner de-
livering the service is located at the 

time the service is provided via a tele-
communications system. 

(3) Interactive telecommunications sys-
tem means multimedia communica-
tions equipment that includes, at a 
minimum, audio and video equipment 
permitting two-way, real-time inter-
active communication between the pa-
tient and distant site physician or 
practitioner. Telephones, facsimile ma-
chines, and electronic mail systems do 
not meet the definition of an inter-
active telecommunications system. 

(4) Originating site means the location 
of an eligible Medicare beneficiary at 
the time the service being furnished 
via a telecommunications system oc-
curs. For asynchronous store and for-
ward telecommunications tech-
nologies, the only originating sites are 
Federal telemedicine demonstration 
programs conducted in Alaska or Ha-
waii. 

(b) General rule. Medicare Part B pays 
for office or other outpatient visits, 
subsequent hospital care services (with 
the limitation of one telehealth visit 
every three days by the patient’s ad-
mitting physician or practitioner), sub-
sequent nursing facility care services 
(not including the Federally-mandated 
periodic visits under § 483.40(c) of this 
chapter and with the limitation of one 
telehealth visit every 30 days by the 
patient’s admitting physician or non-
physician practitioner), professional 
consultations, psychiatric diagnostic 
interview examination, 
neurobehavioral status exam, indi-
vidual psychotherapy, pharmacologic 
management, end-stage renal disease- 
related services included in the month-
ly capitation payment (except for one 
‘‘hands on’’ visit per month to examine 
the access site), individual and group 
medical nutrition therapy services, in-
dividual and group kidney disease edu-
cation services, individual and group 
diabetes self-management training 
services (except for one hour of ‘‘hands 
on’’ services to be furnished in the ini-
tial year training period to ensure ef-
fective injection training), individual 
and group health and behavior assess-
ment and intervention services, smok-
ing cessation services, alcohol and/or 
substance abuse and brief intervention 
services, screening and behavioral 
counseling interventions in primary 
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care to reduce alcohol misuse, screen-
ing for depression in adults, screening 
for sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) and high intensity behavioral 
counseling (HIBC) to prevent STIs, in-
tensive behavioral therapy for cardio-
vascular disease, behavioral counseling 
for obesity, and transitional care man-
agement services furnished by an inter-
active telecommunications system if 
the following conditions are met: 

(1) The physician or practitioner at 
the distant site must be licensed to fur-
nish the service under State law. The 
physician or practitioner at the distant 
site who is licensed under State law to 
furnish a covered telehealth service de-
scribed in this section may bill, and re-
ceive payment for, the service when it 
is delivered via a telecommunications 
system. 

(2) The practitioner at the distant 
site is one of the following: 

(i) A physician as described in § 410.20. 
(ii) A physician assistant as described 

§ 410.74. 
(iii) A nurse practitioner as described 

in § 410.75. 
(iv) A clinical nurse specialist as de-

scribed in § 410.76. 
(v) A nurse-midwife as described in 

§ 410.77. 
(vi) A clinical psychologist as de-

scribed in § 410.71. 
(vii) A clinical social worker as de-

scribed in § 410.73. 
(viii) A registered dietitian or nutri-

tion professional as described in 
§ 410.134. 

(3) The services are furnished to a 
beneficiary at an originating site, 
which is one of the following: 

(i) The office of a physician or practi-
tioner. 

(ii) A critical access hospital (as de-
scribed in section 1861(mm)(1) of the 
Act). 

(iii) A rural health clinic (as de-
scribed in section 1861(aa)(2) of the 
Act). 

(iv) A Federally qualified health cen-
ter (as defined in section 1861(aa)(4) of 
the Act). 

(v) A hospital (as defined in section 
1861(e) of the Act). 

(vi) A hospital-based or critical ac-
cess hospital-based renal dialysis cen-
ter (including satellites). 

(vii) A skilled nursing facility (as de-
fined in section 1819(a) of the Act). 

(viii) A community mental health 
center (as defined in section 
1861(ff)(3)(B) of the Act). 

(4) Originating sites must be: 
(i) Located in a health professional 

shortage area (as defined under section 
332(a)(1)(A) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 254e(a)(1)(A)) that is 
either outside of a Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area (MSA) as of December 31st of 
the preceding calendar year or within a 
rural census tract of an MSA as deter-
mined by the Office of Rural Health 
Policy of the Health Resources and 
Services Administration as of Decem-
ber 31st of the preceding calendar year, 
or 

(ii) Located in a county that is not 
included in a Metropolitan Statistical 
Area as defined in section 1886(d)(2)(D) 
of the Act as of December 31st of the 
preceding year, or 

(iii) An entity participating in a Fed-
eral telemedicine demonstration 
project that has been approved by, or 
receive funding from, the Secretary as 
of December 31, 2000, regardless of its 
geographic location. 

(5) The medical examination of the 
patient is under the control of the phy-
sician or practitioner at the distant 
site. 

(c) Telepresenter not required. A tele-
presenter is not required as a condition 
of payment unless a telepresenter is 
medically necessary as determined by 
the physician or practitioner at the 
distant site. 

(d) Exception to the interactive tele-
communications system requirement. For 
Federal telemedicine demonstration 
programs conducted in Alaska or Ha-
waii only, Medicare payment is per-
mitted for telehealth when asyn-
chronous store and forward tech-
nologies, in single or multimedia for-
mats, are used as a substitute for an 
interactive telecommunications sys-
tem. 

(e) Limitations. (1) A clinical psychol-
ogist and a clinical social worker may 
bill and receive payment for individual 
psychotherapy via a telecommuni-
cations system, but may not seek pay-
ment for medical evaluation and man-
agement services. 
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(2) The physician visits required 
under § 483.40(c) of this title may not be 
furnished as telehealth services. 

(f) Process for adding or deleting serv-
ices. Changes to the list of Medicare 
telehealth services are made through 
the annual physician fee schedule rule-
making process. 

[66 FR 55330, Nov. 1, 2001, as amended at 67 
FR 80041, Dec. 31, 2002; 69 FR 66423, Nov. 15, 
2004; 70 FR 70330, Nov. 21, 2005; 72 FR 66399, 
Nov. 27, 2007; 73 FR 69934, Nov. 19, 2008; 74 FR 
62005, Nov. 25, 2009; 75 FR 73615, Nov. 29, 2010; 
76 FR 73470, Nov. 28, 2011; 77 FR 69363, Nov. 16, 
2012; 78 FR 74811, Dec. 10, 2013] 

Subpart C—Home Health Services 
Under SMI 

§ 410.80 Applicable rules. 

Home health services furnished under 
Medicare Part B are subject to the 
rules set forth in subpart E of part 409 
of this chapter. 

Subpart D—Comprehensive Out-
patient Rehabilitation Facility 
(CORF) Services 

§ 410.100 Included services. 

Subject to the conditions and limita-
tions set forth in §§ 410.102 and 410.105, 
CORF services means the following 
services furnished to an outpatient of 
the CORF by personnel that meet the 
qualifications set forth in § 485.70 of 
this chapter. Payment for CORF serv-
ices are made in accordance with 
§ 414.1105. 

(a) Physician’s services. CORF facility 
physician services are administrative 
in nature and include consultation 
with and medical supervision of non-
physician staff, participation in plan of 
treatment reviews and patient care re-
view conferences, and other medical 
and facility administration activities. 
Diagnostic and therapeutic services 
furnished to an individual CORF pa-
tient by a physician in a CORF facility 
are not CORF physician services. These 
services, if covered, are physician serv-
ices under § 410.20 with payment for 
these services made to the physician in 
accordance with part 414 subpart B. 

(b) Physical therapy services. (1) These 
services include— 

(i) Testing and measurement of the 
function or dysfunction of the neuro-
muscular, musculoskeletal, cardio-
vascular and respiratory systems; and. 

(ii) Assessment and treatment re-
lated to dysfunction caused by illness 
or injury, and aimed at preventing or 
reducing disability or pain and restor-
ing lost function. 

(2) The establishment of a mainte-
nance therapy program for an indi-
vidual whose restoration potential has 
been reached is a physical therapy 
service; however, maintenance therapy 
itself is not covered as part of these 
services. 

(c) Occupational therapy services. 
These services include— 

(1) Teaching of compensatory tech-
niques to permit an individual with a 
physical impairment or limitation to 
engage in daily activities. 

(2) Evaluation of an individual’s level 
of independent functioning. 

(3) Selection and teaching of task- 
oriented therapeutic activities to re-
store sensory-integrative function; and 

(4) Assessment of an individual’s vo-
cational potential, except when the as-
sessment is related solely to vocational 
rehabilitation. 

(d) Speech-language pathology services. 
These are services for the diagnosis and 
treatment of speech and language dis-
orders that create difficulties in com-
munication. 

(e) Respiratory therapy services. (1) 
Respiratory therapy services are for 
the assessment, treatment, and moni-
toring of patients with deficiencies or 
abnormalities of cardiopulmonary 
function. 

(2) Respiratory therapy services in-
clude the following: 

(i) Application of techniques for sup-
port of oxygenation and ventilation of 
the patient. 

(ii) Therapeutic use and monitoring 
of gases, mists, and aerosols and re-
lated equipment. 

(iii) Bronchial hygiene therapy. 
(iv) Pulmonary rehabilitation tech-

niques to develop strength and endur-
ance of respiratory muscles and other 
techniques to increase respiratory 
function, such as graded activity serv-
ices; these services include physiologic 
monitoring and patient education. 
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