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(g) Statistical samples. The agency 
must select statistically valid samples 
of both active and negative case ac-
tions. 

(h) Sample selection lists. The agency 
must submit to CMS monthly a list of 
cases selected in the sample to be re-
viewed, after the State’s sample selec-
tion and before commencing MEQC re-
views on the cases in the sample. 

(i) Universe estimates and sampling in-
tervals. The agency must submit de-
tailed universe estimates and sampling 
intervals to CMS for approval at least 
2 weeks before the first sample selec-
tion of the review period if the esti-
mates differ from the previous period. 
The sampling intervals must be used 
continuously throughout the sampling 
period unless otherwise specified in an 
approved sampling plan. Final universe 
counts based on the actual sampling 
universe must be determined and re-
ported to CMS for each stratum/sub-
stratum designated in the sampling 
plan. 
The agency also must submit universe 
counts for cases eligible for foster care 
and adoption assistance under title IV- 
E of the Act, and, for States with an 
agreement under section 1634 of the 
Act, for cases found eligible by the So-
cial Security Administration. 

(j) Sample size and methodology op-
tions. The agency may select a sample 
size in accordance with the minimum 
established under paragraph (b)(3) of 
this section or use one of the meth-
odologies specified in paragraph (j)(1) 
or (2) of this section. 

(1) Increase in size. The agency may, 
at its option, increase its sample size 
for a sampling period above the feder-
ally prescribed minimum sample size 
provided for under paragraph (b)(3) of 
this section, and receive FFP for any 
increased administrative costs the 
agency incurs by exercising this op-
tion. 

(2) Retrospective sampling. The agency 
may, at its option, implement retro-
spective sampling in which cases are 
stratified by dollar value of claims 
paid. If the agency selects retrospec-
tive sampling, it must— 

(i) Draw an initial case sample size 
each month that is no less than 5 times 
the required sample size. The sample 
will be selected from the universe of 

cases that were certified eligible in the 
fourth month prior to the month of 
case selection; 

(ii) Identify claims paid for services 
furnished to all individuals during the 
review month (and, if indicated, any 
months prior to the review month in 
the agency’s selected spenddown pe-
riod) for these cases; 

(iii) Stratify the cases by dollar 
value of the claims into three strata; 
and 

(iv) Select a second statistically 
valid sample within each group subject 
to the sample size requirements speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(3) or (j)(1) of this 
section. 

[55 FR 22166, May 31, 1990, as amended at 75 
FR 48847, Aug. 11, 2010] 

§ 431.816 Case review completion 
deadlines and submittal of reports. 

(a) The agency must complete case 
reviews and submit reports of findings 
to CMS as specified in paragraph (b) of 
this section in the form and at the 
time specified by CMS. 

(b) In addition to the reporting re-
quirements specified in § 431.814 relat-
ing to sampling, the agency must com-
plete case reviews and submit reports 
of findings to CMS in accordance with 
paragraphs (b)(1) through (6) of this 
section for review periods beginning 
after July 1, 1990. The agency must not 
combine or otherwise integrate case 
findings from the MAO and AFDC stra-
ta to meet the case percentage dead-
lines as specified in paragraphs (b)(1) 
through (6) of this section. 

(1) Active case eligibility reviews—MAO 
stratum. (i) The agency must complete 
case eligibility reviews and report the 
findings electronically through the sys-
tem prescribed by CMS for 90 percent 
of all active MAO cases within 105 days 
of the end of the review month for 
which those cases were reviewed, with-
in 125 days for 95 percent of all active 
MAO cases, and within 150 days for 100 
percent of all MAO active cases. 

(ii) The agency must submit a report 
on cases selected for the review month. 

(2) Active case eligibility reviews— 
AFDC stratum. (i) The agency must 
complete case eligibility reviews for 
AFDC ineligible and overpaid error 
cases caused by ineligible individuals 
and report the findings electronically 
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through the system prescribed by CMS 
within 105 days of the end of the review 
month for which those cases were re-
viewed for 90 percent of the total re-
views; within 125 days of the end of the 
review month for which those cases 
were reviewed for 95 percent of the 
total reviews; and within 150 days of 
the end of the review month for which 
those cases were reviewed for 100 per-
cent of the total reviews. 

(ii) The agency must report findings 
electronically through the system pre-
scribed by CMS for 100 percent of the 
State agency-reported eligible individ-
uals within 30 days after the final time-
frame required by the AFDC program 
as specified in program regulations at 
45 CFR 205.40(b)(2)(ii). 

(3) Negative case eligibility reviews. The 
agency must submit a monthly 
progress report on negative case re-
views completed during the month un-
less the agency has an approved supe-
rior system in effect. The agency must 
submit a report on its findings by June 
30 of each year for the previous April- 
September sampling period and by De-
cember 31, for the October-March sam-
pling period. 

(4) Payment reviews. (i) The agency 
must submit payment review findings 
electronically through the system pre-
scribed by CMS. 

(ii) The agency must complete pay-
ment review findings for 100 percent of 
the active case reviews in its sample 
and report the findings within 60 days 
after the first day of the month in 
which the claims collection process be-
gins. The agency must wait 5 months 
after the end of each review month be-
fore associating the amount of claims 
paid for each case for services fur-
nished during the review month unless 
retrospective sampling is elected. 

(iii) The agency must make any nec-
essary corrections to claims payments 
during the month the claim is paid and 
the following month. CMS will take 
necessary action to reject any State 
adjustment adversely affecting the 
error rate, for example, by not paying 
claims on error cases. 

(5) Summary of reviews and findings. 
The agency must submit summary re-
ports of the findings for all active cases 
in the 6-month sample by July 31 of 
each year for the previous April-Sep-

tember sampling period and by Janu-
ary 31 for the October-March sampling 
period. These summary reports must 
include findings changed in the Federal 
re-review process. 

(6) Other data and reports. The agency 
must report other requested data and 
reports in a manner prescribed by CMS. 

§ 431.818 Access to records: MEQC pro-
gram. 

(a) The agency, upon written request, 
must mail to the HHS staff all records, 
including complete local agency eligi-
bility case files or legible copies and all 
other documents pertaining to its 
MEQC reviews to which the State has 
access, including information available 
under part 435, subpart I, of this chap-
ter. 

(b) The agency must mail requested 
records within 10 working days of re-
ceipt of a request, unless the State has 
an alternate method of submitting 
these records that is approved by CMS 
or has received, on an as-needed basis, 
approval from CMS to extend this 
timeframe by 3 additional working 
days to allow for exceptional cir-
cumstances. 

§ 431.820 Corrective action under the 
MEQC program. 

The agency must— 
(a) Take action to correct any active 

or negative case action errors found in 
the sample cases; 

(b) Take administrative action to 
prevent or reduce the incidence of 
those errors; and 

(c) By September 15 each year, sub-
mit to CMS a report on its error rate 
analysis and a corrective action plan 
based on that analysis. The agency 
must submit revisions to the plan 
within 60 days of identification of addi-
tional error-prone areas, other signifi-
cant changes in the error rate (that is, 
changes that the State experiences 
that increase or decrease its error rate 
and necessitate immediate corrective 
action or discontinuance of corrective 
actions that effectively control the 
cause of the error rate change), or 
changes in planned corrective action. 
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