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(1) The State must seek public com-

ment on any significant subsequent re-

visions prior to submission of those re-

visions to the Secretary for certifi-

cation. Significant revisions are those 

that alter core program operations re-

quired by § 600.145(f), as well as changes 

that alter the BHP standard health 

plan benefit package, or enrollment, 

disenrollment and verification policies. 

(2) The process of seeking public 

comment must include Federally rec-

ognized tribes as defined in the Feder-

ally Recognized Indian Tribe List Act 

of 1994, 25 U.S.C. 479a, located in the 

State.

(d) Submission and timing. The BHP 

Blueprint must be submitted in a man-

ner and format specified by HHS. 

States may not implement the BHP 

prior to receiving full certification. 

The date of implementation for this 

purpose is the first day enrollees would 

receive coverage under the BHP. Fol-

lowing the 2015 initial implementation 

year, a state implementing a BHP 

must coordinate implementation with 

open enrollment of the state’s ex-

change.

§ 600.120 Certification of a BHP Blue-
print.

(a) Effective date of certification. The

effective date of either interim or full 

certification is the date of signature by 

the Secretary. 

(b) Payments for periods prior to certifi-
cation. No payment may be made under 

this part for periods of BHP operation 

prior to the date of full certification. 

(c) Period in which a certified Blueprint 
remains in effect. The certified Blue-

print remains in effect until: 

(1) The Blueprint is replaced by Sec-

retarial certification of updated Blue-

print containing revisions submitted 

by the State. 

(2) The State terminates the program 

consistent with § 600.140. 

(3) The Secretary makes a finding 

that the BHP Blueprint no longer 

meets the standards for certification 

based on findings in the annual review, 

or reports significant evidence of bene-

ficiary harm, financial malfeasance, 

fraud, waste or abuse by the BHP agen-

cy or the State consistent with 

§ 600.142. 

(d) Blueprint approval standards for 
certification. The Secretary will certify 

a BHP Blueprint provided it meets all 

of the following standards: 

(1) The Blueprint contains sufficient 

information for the Secretary to deter-

mine that the BHP will comply with 

the requirements of section 1331 of the 

Affordable Care Act and this part. 

(2) The BHP Blueprint demonstrates 

adequate planning for the integration 

of BHP with other insurance afford-

ability programs in a manner that will 

permit a seamless, coordinated experi-

ence for a potentially eligible indi-

vidual.

(3) The Blueprint is a complete and 

comprehensive description of the BHP 

and its operations, demonstrating thor-

ough planning and a concrete program 

design, without reserved decisions on 

operational features. 

§ 600.125 Revisions to a certified BHP 
Blueprint.

(a) Submission of revisions. In the 

event that a State seeks to make sig-

nificant change(s) that alter program 

operations the BHP benefit package, 

enrollment, disenrollment and 

verification policies described in the 

certified BHP Blueprint, the State 

must submit a revised Blueprint to the 

Secretary for review and certification. 

(b) Continued operation. The State is 

responsible for continuing to operate 

under the terms of the existing cer-

tified Blueprint until and unless a re-

vised Blueprint is certified. 

§ 600.130 Withdrawal of a BHP Blue-
print prior to implementation. 

To the extent that a State has not 

enrolled eligible individuals into the 

BHP:

(a) The State may submit a written 

request to stop any further consider-

ation of a previously submitted BHP 

Blueprint, whether certified or not. 

(b) The written request must be 

signed by the governor, or the State of-

ficial delegated to sign the BHP Blue-

print by the governor. 

(c) HHS will respond with a written 

confirmation that the State has with-

drawn the Blueprint. 
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