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43 CFR Ch. II (10–1–14 Edition) § 3900.10 

43 CFR Parts 3900– 
3930, General (1004– 

0201) 

Reasons for collecting information 
and how used 

Section 3931.41 ......... Except for casual use, before con-
ducting any exploration operations 
on federally-leased or federally-li-
censed lands, the lessee must 
submit an exploration plan to the 
BLM for approval. 

Section 3931.50 ......... Approved exploration, mining and in 
situ development plans may be 
modified by the operator or lessee 
to adjust to changed conditions, 
new information, improved meth-
ods, and new or improved tech-
nology, or to correct an oversight. 

Section 3931.70 ......... Production of all oil shale products or 
byproducts must be reported to 
the BLM on a monthly basis. 

Section 3931.80 ......... Within 30 days after drilling comple-
tion the operator or lessee must 
submit to the BLM a signed copy 
of records of all core or test holes 
made on the lands covered by the 
lease or exploration license. 

Sections 3932.10(b) 
and 3932.30(c).

A lessee may apply for a modifica-
tion of a lease to include additional 
Federal lands adjoining those in 
the lease. 

Section 3933.31 ......... Any lease may be assigned or sub-
leased, and any exploration li-
cense may be assigned, in whole 
or in part, to any person, associa-
tion, or corporation that meets the 
qualification requirements at sub-
part 3902. 

Section 3934.10 ......... A lease or exploration license may 
be surrendered in whole or in part. 

Section 3935.10 ......... Operators or lessees must maintain 
production and sale records which 
must be available for the BLM’s 
examination during regular busi-
ness hours. 

§ 3900.10 Lands subject to leasing. 
The BLM may issue oil shale leases 

under this part on all Federal lands ex-
cept: 

(a) Those lands specifically excluded 
from leasing by the Act; 

(b) Lands within the boundaries of 
any unit of the National Park System, 
except as expressly authorized by law 
(Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area, Lake Mead National Recreation 
Area, and the Whiskeytown Unit of the 
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National 
Recreation Area); 

(c) Lands within incorporated cities, 
towns and villages; and 

(d) Any other lands withdrawn from 
leasing. 

§ 3900.20 Appealing the BLM’s deci-
sion. 

Any party adversely affected by a 
BLM decision made under this part or 

parts 3910 through 3930 of this chapter 
may appeal the decision under part 4 of 
this title. All decisions and orders by 
the BLM under these parts remain ef-
fective pending appeal unless the BLM 
decides otherwise. A petition for the 
stay of a decision may be filed with the 
Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA). 

§ 3900.30 Filing documents. 

(a) All necessary documents must be 
filed in the proper BLM office. A docu-
ment is considered filed when the prop-
er BLM office receives it with any re-
quired fee. 

(b) All information submitted to the 
BLM under the regulations in this part 
or parts 3910 through 3930 will be avail-
able to the public unless exempt from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (5 U.S.C. 552), under part 2 
of this title, or unless otherwise pro-
vided for by law. 

§ 3900.40 Multiple use development of 
leased or licensed lands. 

(a) The granting of an exploration li-
cense or lease for the exploration, de-
velopment, or production of deposits of 
oil shale does not preclude the BLM 
from issuing other exploration licenses 
or leases for the same lands for depos-
its of other minerals. Each exploration 
license or lease reserves the right to 
allow any other uses or to allow dis-
posal of the leased lands if it does not 
unreasonably interfere with the explo-
ration and mining operations of the 
lessee. The lessee or the licensee must 
make all reasonable efforts to avoid in-
terference with other such authorized 
uses. 

(b) Subsequent lessee or licensee will 
be required to conduct operations in a 
manner that will not interfere with the 
established rights of existing lessees or 
licensees. 

(c) When the BLM issues an oil shale 
lease, it will cancel all oil shale explo-
ration licenses for the leased lands. 

§ 3900.50 Land use plans and environ-
mental considerations. 

(a) Any lease or exploration license 
issued under this part or parts 3910 
through 3930 of this chapter will be 
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issued in conformance with the deci-
sions, terms, and conditions of a com-
prehensive land use plan developed 
under part 1600 of this chapter. 

(b) Before a lease or exploration li-
cense is issued, the BLM, or the appro-
priate surface management agency, 
must comply with the requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA). 

(c) Before the BLM approves a POD, 
the BLM must comply with NEPA, in 
cooperation with the surface manage-
ment agency when possible, if the sur-
face is managed by another Federal 
agency. 

§ 3900.61 Federal minerals where the 
surface is owned or administered 
by other Federal agencies, by state 
agencies or charitable organiza-
tions, or by private entities. 

(a) Public lands. Unless consent is re-
quired by law, the BLM will issue a 
lease or exploration license only after 
the BLM has consulted with the sur-
face management agency on public 
lands where the surface is administered 
by an agency other than the BLM. The 
BLM will not issue a lease or an explo-
ration license on lands to which the 
surface managing agency withholds 
consent required by statute. 

(b) Acquired lands. The BLM will 
issue a lease on acquired lands only 
after receiving written consent from an 
appropriate official of the surface man-
agement agency. 

(c) Lands covered by lease or license. If 
a Federal surface management agency 
outside of the Department has required 
special stipulations in the lease or li-
cense or has refused consent to issue 
the lease or license, an applicant may 
pursue the administrative remedies to 
challenge that decision offered by that 
particular surface management agen-
cy, if any. If the applicant notifies the 
BLM within 30 calendar days after re-
ceiving the BLM’s decision that the ap-
plicant has requested the surface man-
agement agency to review or recon-
sider its decision, the time for filing an 
appeal to the IBLA under part 4 of this 
title is suspended until a decision is 
reached by such agency. 

(d) The BLM will not issue a lease or 
exploration license on National Forest 
System Lands without the consent of 
the Forest Service. 

(e) Ownership of surface overlying 
Federal minerals by states, charitable 
organizations, or private entities. 
Where the United States has conveyed 
title to the surface of lands to any 
state or political subdivision, agency, 
or instrumentality thereof, including a 
college or any other educational cor-
poration or association, to a charitable 
or religious corporation or association, 
or to a private entity, the BLM will 
send such surface owners written noti-
fication by certified mail of the appli-
cation for exploration license or lease. 
In the written notification, the BLM 
will give the surface owners a reason-
able time, not to exceed 90 calendar 
days, within which to suggest any lease 
stipulations necessary for the protec-
tion of existing surface improvements 
or uses and to set forth the facts sup-
porting the necessity of the stipula-
tions, or to file any objections it may 
have to the issuance of the lease or li-
cense. The BLM makes the final deci-
sion as to whether to issue the lease or 
license and on what terms based on a 
determination as to whether the inter-
ests of the United States would best be 
served by issuing the lease or license 
with the particular stipulations. This 
is true even in cases where the party 
controlling the surface opposes the 
issuance of a lease or license or wishes 
to place restrictive stipulations on the 
lease. 

§ 3900.62 Special requirements to pro-
tect the lands and resources. 

The BLM will specify stipulations in 
a lease or exploration license to pro-
tect the lands and their resources. This 
may include stipulations required by 
the surface management agency or rec-
ommended by the surface management 
agency or non-Federal surface owner 
and accepted by the BLM. 

Subpart 3901—Land Descriptions 
and Acreage 

§ 3901.10 Land descriptions. 

(a) All lands in an oil shale lease 
must be described by the legal subdivi-
sions of the public land survey system 
or if the lands are unsurveyed, the 
legal description by metes and bounds. 
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