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amount equal to the sum of 2.5 percent 
of the target amount plus 80 percent of 
the difference between 92 percent of the 
target amount and the allowable costs. 

(d) Charge submission deadline. A QHP 
issuer must remit charges to HHS 
within 30 days after notification of 
such charges. 

(e) A QHP issuer is not subject to the 
provisions of this subpart with respect 
to a stand-alone dental plan. 

(f) Eligibility under health insurance 
market rules. The provisions of this sub-
part apply only for plans offered by a 
QHP issuer in the SHOP or the indi-
vidual or small group market, as deter-
mined according to the employee 
counting method applicable under 
State law, that are subject to the fol-
lowing provisions: §§ 147.102, 147.104, 
147.106, 147.150, 156.80, and subpart B of 
part 156 of this subchapter. 

[77 FR 17248, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 15530, Mar. 11, 2013; 78 FR 65094, Oct. 30, 
2013; 79 FR 13836, Mar. 11, 2014] 

§ 153.520 Attribution and allocation of 
revenue and expense items. 

(a) Attribution to plans. Each item of 
expense in the target amount with re-
spect to a QHP must be reasonably at-
tributable to the operation of the QHP 
issuer’s non-grandfathered health plans 
in a market within a State, with the 
attribution based on a generally ac-
cepted accounting method, consist-
ently applied. To the extent that a 
QHP issuer utilizes a specific method 
for allocating expenses for purposes of 
§ 158.170 of this subchapter, the method 
used for purposes of this paragraph 
must be consistent. 

(b) Allocation across plans. Each item 
of expense in the target amount must 
reflect an amount equal to the pro rata 
portion of the aggregate amount of 
such expense across all of the QHP 
issuer’s non-grandfathered health plans 
in a market within a State, allocated 
to the QHP based on premiums earned. 

(c) Disclosure of attribution and alloca-
tion methods. A QHP issuer must sub-
mit to HHS a report, in the manner 
and timeframe specified in the annual 
HHS notice of benefit and payment pa-
rameters, with a detailed description of 
the methods and specific bases used to 
perform the attributions and alloca-

tions set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section. 

(d) Attribution of reinsurance and risk 
adjustment to benefit year. A QHP issuer 
must attribute reinsurance payments 
and risk adjustment payments and 
charges to allowable costs for the ben-
efit year with respect to which the re-
insurance payments or risk adjustment 
calculations apply. 

(e) Maintenance of records. A QHP 
issuer must maintain documents and 
records, whether paper, electronic, or 
in other media, sufficient to enable the 
evaluation of the issuer’s compliance 
with applicable risk corridors stand-
ards, for each benefit year for at least 
10 years, and must make those docu-
ments and records available upon re-
quest from HHS, the OIG, the Comp-
troller General, or their designees, to 
any such entity, for purposes of 
verification, investigation, audit or 
other review. 

[77 FR 17248, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 15530, 15550, Mar. 11, 2013; 78 FR 65094, Oct. 
30, 2013] 

§ 153.530 Risk corridors data require-
ments. 

(a) Premium data. A QHP issuer must 
submit to HHS data on the premiums 
earned with respect to each QHP that 
the issuer offers in a manner specified 
by HHS. 

(b) Allowable costs. A QHP issuer must 
submit to HHS data on the allowable 
costs incurred with respect to the QHP 
issuer’s non-grandfathered health plans 
in a market within a State in a manner 
specified by HHS. For purposes of this 
subpart, allowable costs must be — 

(1) Increased by any risk adjustment 
charges paid by the issuer for the non- 
grandfathered health plans under the 
risk adjustment program established 
under subpart D of this part. 

(2) Reduced by — 
(i) Any risk adjustment payments re-

ceived by the issuer for the non-grand-
fathered health plans under the risk 
adjustment program established pursu-
ant to subpart D of this part; 

(ii) Any reinsurance payments re-
ceived by the issuer for the non-grand-
fathered health plans under the transi-
tional reinsurance program established 
pursuant to subpart C of this part; and 
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(iii) Any cost-sharing reduction pay-
ments received by the issuer for the 
QHP issuer’s QHPs in a market within 
a State to the extent not reimbursed to 
the provider furnishing the item or 
service. 

(c) Allowable administrative costs. A 
QHP issuer must submit to HHS data 
on the allowable administrative costs 
incurred with respect to the QHP 
issuer’s non-grandfathered health plans 
in a market within a State in a manner 
specified by HHS. 

(d) Timeframes. For each benefit year, 
a QHP issuer must submit all informa-
tion required under paragraphs (a) 
through (c) of this section by July 31 of 
the year following the benefit year. 

(e) Requirement to submit enrollment 
data for risk corridors adjustment. A 
health insurance issuer in the indi-
vidual or small group market of a tran-
sitional State must submit, in a man-
ner and timeframe specified by HHS, 
the following: 

(1) A count of its total enrollment in 
the individual market and small group 
market; and 

(2) A count of its total enrollment in 
individual market and small group 
market policies that meet the criteria 
for transitional policies outlined in the 
CMS letter dated November 14, 2013. 

[77 FR 17248, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 15531, Mar. 11, 2013; 78 FR 65094, Oct. 30, 
2013; 79 FR 13836, Mar. 11, 2014; 79 FR 37662, 
July 2, 2014] 

§ 153.540 Compliance with risk cor-
ridors standards. 

HHS or its designee may audit a QHP 
issuer to assess its compliance with the 
requirements of this subpart. HHS will 
conduct an audit in accordance with 
the procedures set forth in § 158.402(a) 
through (e) of this subchapter. 

[79 FR 13836, Mar. 11, 2014] 

Subpart G—Health Insurance 
Issuer Standards Related to 
the Risk Adjustment Program 

§ 153.600 [Reserved] 

§ 153.610 Risk adjustment issuer re-
quirements. 

(a) Data requirements. An issuer that 
offers risk adjustment covered plans 

must submit or make accessible all re-
quired risk adjustment data for those 
risk adjustment covered plans in ac-
cordance with the risk adjustment data 
collection approach established by the 
State, or by HHS on behalf of the 
State. 

(b) Risk adjustment data storage. An 
issuer that offers risk adjustment cov-
ered plans must store all required risk 
adjustment data in accordance with 
the risk adjustment data collection ap-
proach established by the State, or by 
HHS on behalf of the State. 

(c) Issuer contracts. An issuer that of-
fers risk adjustment covered plans may 
include in its contract with a provider, 
supplier, physician, or other practi-
tioner, provisions that require such 
contractor’s submission of complete 
and accurate risk adjustment data in 
the manner and timeframe established 
by the State, or HHS on behalf of the 
State. These provisions may include fi-
nancial penalties for failure to submit 
complete, timely, or accurate data. 

(d) Assessment of charges. An issuer 
that offers risk adjustment covered 
plans that has a net balance of risk ad-
justment charges payable, including 
adjustments made pursuant to 
§ 153.350(c), will be notified by the 
State, or by HHS on behalf of the 
State, of those net charges, and must 
remit those risk adjustment charges to 
the State, or to HHS on behalf of the 
State, as applicable. 

(e) Charge submission deadline. An 
issuer must remit net charges to the 
State, or HHS on behalf of the State, 
within 30 days of notification of net 
charges payable by the State, or HHS 
on behalf of the State. 

(f) Assessment and collection of user 
fees for HHS risk adjustment operations. 
Where HHS is operating risk adjust-
ment on behalf of a State, an issuer of 
a risk adjustment covered plan (other 
than a student health plan or a plan 
not subject to 45 CFR 147.102, 147.104, 
147.106, 156.80, and subpart B of part 156) 
must, for each benefit year— 

(1) Submit or make accessible to HHS 
its monthly enrollment for the risk ad-
justment covered plan for the benefit 
year through the risk adjustment data 
collection approach established at 
§ 153.610(a), in a manner and timeframe 
specified by HHS; and 
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