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State means each of the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

[77 FR 18444, Mar. 27, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 15532, Mar. 11, 2013; 78 FR 39523, July 1, 
2013; 78 FR 42313, July 15, 2013; 78 FR 54134, 
Aug. 30, 2013] 

Subpart B—General Standards Re-
lated to the Establishment of 
an Exchange 

§ 155.100 Establishment of a State Ex-
change. 

(a) General requirements. Each State 
may elect to establish: 

(1) An Exchange that facilitates the 
purchase of health insurance coverage 
in QHPs in the individual market and 
that provides for the establishment of 
a SHOP; or 

(2) An Exchange that provides only 
for the establishment of a SHOP. 

(b) Timing. For plan years beginning 
before January 1, 2015, only States that 
provide reasonable assurances to CMS 
that they will be in a position to estab-
lish and operate only a SHOP for 2014 
may elect to establish an Exchange 
that provides only for the establish-
ment of a SHOP, pursuant to the proc-
ess in § 155.105(c), (d), and/or (e), which-
ever is applicable. For plan years be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2015, any 
State may elect to establish an Ex-
change that provides only for the es-
tablishment of a SHOP, pursuant to 
the process in § 155.106(a). 

(c) Eligible Exchange entities. The Ex-
change must be a governmental agency 
or non-profit entity established by a 
State, consistent with § 155.110. 

[77 FR 11718, Feb. 27, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 54134, Aug. 30, 2013] 

§ 155.105 Approval of a State Ex-
change. 

(a) State Exchange approval require-
ment. Each State Exchange must be ap-
proved by HHS by no later than Janu-
ary 1, 2013 to offer QHPs on January 1, 
2014, and thereafter required in accord-
ance with § 155.106. HHS may consult 
with other Federal Government agen-
cies in determining whether to approve 
an Exchange. 

(b) State Exchange approval standards. 
HHS will approve the operation of an 
Exchange established by a State pro-

vided that it meets the following 
standards: 

(1) The Exchange is able to carry out 
the required functions of an Exchange 
consistent with subparts C, D, E, F, G, 
H, and K of this part unless the State 
is approved to operate only a SHOP by 
HHS pursuant to § 155.100(a)(2), in 
which case the Exchange must perform 
the minimum functions described in 
subpart H and all applicable provisions 
of other subparts referenced therein; 

(2) The Exchange is capable of car-
rying out the information reporting re-
quirements in accordance with section 
36B of the Code, unless the State is ap-
proved to operate only a SHOP by HHS 
pursuant to § 155.100(a)(2); and 

(3) The entire geographic area of the 
State is in the service area of an Ex-
change, or multiple Exchanges con-
sistent with § 155.140(b). 

(c) State Exchange approval process. In 
order to have its Exchange approved, a 
State must: 

(1) Elect to establish an Exchange by 
submitting, in a form and manner spec-
ified by HHS, an Exchange Blueprint 
that sets forth how the Exchange 
meets the standards outlined in para-
graph (b) of this section; and 

(2) Demonstrate operational readi-
ness to execute its Exchange Blueprint 
through a readiness assessment con-
ducted by HHS. 

(d) State Exchange approval. Each Ex-
change must receive written approval 
or conditional approval of its Exchange 
Blueprint and its performance under 
the operational readiness assessment 
consistent with paragraph (c) of this 
section in order to be considered an ap-
proved Exchange. 

(e) Significant changes to Exchange 
Blueprint. The State must notify HHS 
in writing before making a significant 
change to its Exchange Blueprint; no 
significant change to an Exchange 
Blueprint may be effective until it is 
approved by HHS in writing or 60 days 
after HHS receipt of a completed re-
quest. For good cause, HHS may extend 
the review period by an additional 30 
days to a total of 90 days. HHS may 
deny a request for a significant change 
to an Exchange Blueprint within the 
review period. 
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(f) HHS operation of an Exchange. (1) If 
a State does not elect to operate an Ex-
change under § 155.100(a)(1) or an elect-
ing State does not have an approved or 
conditionally approved Exchange pur-
suant to § 155.100(a)(1) by January 1, 
2013, HHS must (directly or through 
agreement with a not-for-profit entity) 
establish and operate such Exchange 
within the State. In this case, the re-
quirements in § 155.120(c), § 155.130 and 
subparts C, D, E, F, G, H, and K of this 
part will apply. 

(2) If an electing State has an ap-
proved or conditionally approved Ex-
change pursuant to § 155.100(a)(2) by 
January 1, 2013, HHS must (directly or 
through agreement with a not-for-prof-
it entity) establish and operate an Ex-
change that facilitates the purchase of 
health insurance coverage in QHPs in 
the individual market and operate such 
Exchange within the State. In this 
case, the requirements in § 155.120(c), 
§ 155.130 and subparts C, D, E, F, G, and 
K of this part will apply to the Ex-
change operated by HHS. 

[77 FR 11718, Feb. 27, 2012, as amended at 78 
FR 42313, July 15, 2013; 78 FR 54134, Aug. 30, 
2013] 

§ 155.106 Election to operate an Ex-
change after 2014. 

(a) Election to operate an Exchange 
after 2014. A State electing to seek ap-
proval of its Exchange later than Janu-
ary 1, 2013 must: 

(1) Comply with the State Exchange 
approval requirements and process set 
forth in § 155.105; 

(2) Have in effect an approved, or con-
ditionally approved, Exchange Blue-
print and operational readiness assess-
ment at least 6.5 months prior to the 
Exchange’s first effective date of cov-
erage; and 

(3) Develop a plan jointly with HHS 
to facilitate the transition from a Fed-
erally-facilitated Exchange to a State 
Exchange. 

(b) Transition process for State Ex-
changes that cease operations. A State 
that ceases operations of its Exchange 
after January 1, 2014 must: 

(1) Notify HHS that it will no longer 
operate an Exchange at least 12 months 
prior to ceasing operations; and 

(2) Coordinate with HHS on a transi-
tion plan to be developed jointly be-
tween HHS and the State. 

[77 FR 11718, Feb. 27, 2012, as amended at 79 
FR 13837, Mar. 11, 2014] 

§ 155.110 Entities eligible to carry out 
Exchange functions. 

(a) Eligible contracting entities. The 
State may elect to authorize an Ex-
change established by the State to 
enter into an agreement with an eligi-
ble entity to carry out one or more re-
sponsibilities of the Exchange. Eligible 
entities are: 

(1) An entity: 
(i) Incorporated under, and subject to 

the laws of, one or more States; 
(ii) That has demonstrated experi-

ence on a State or regional basis in the 
individual and small group health in-
surance markets and in benefits cov-
erage; and 

(iii) Is not a health insurance issuer 
or treated as a health insurance issuer 
under subsection (a) or (b) of section 52 
of the Code of 1986 as a member of the 
same controlled group of corporations 
(or under common control with) as a 
health insurance issuer; or 

(2) The State Medicaid agency, or 
any other State agency that meets the 
qualifications of paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section. 

(b) Responsibility. To the extent that 
an Exchange establishes such agree-
ments, the Exchange remains respon-
sible for ensuring that all Federal re-
quirements related to contracted func-
tions are met. 

(c) Governing board structure. If the 
Exchange is an independent State 
agency or a non-profit entity estab-
lished by the State, the State must en-
sure that the Exchange has in place a 
clearly-defined governing board that: 

(1) Is administered under a formal, 
publicly-adopted operating charter or 
by-laws; 

(2) Holds regular public governing 
board meetings that are announced in 
advance; 

(3) Represents consumer interests by 
ensuring that overall governing board 
membership: 

(i) Includes at least one voting mem-
ber who is a consumer representative; 

(ii) Is not made up of a majority of 
voting representatives with a conflict 
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