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of a civil money penalty issued pursu-
ant to § 156.805 or a notice of decerti-
fication pursuant to § 156.810(c) or (d). 

§ 156.903 Scope of Administrative Law 
Judge’s (ALJ) authority. 

(a) The ALJ has the authority, in-
cluding all of the authority conferred 
by the Administrative Procedure Act (5 
U.S.C. 554a), to adopt whatever proce-
dures may be necessary or proper to 
carry out in an efficient and effective 
manner the ALJ’s duty to provide a 
fair and impartial hearing on the 
record and to issue an initial decision 
concerning the imposition of a civil 
money penalty or the decertification of 
a QHP offered in a Federally-facili-
tated Exchange. 

(b) The ALJ’s authority includes the 
authority to modify, consistent with 
the Administrative Procedures Act (5 
U.S.C. 552a), any hearing procedures 
set out in this subpart. 

(c) The ALJ does not have the au-
thority to find invalid or refuse to fol-
low Federal statutes or regulations. 

§ 156.905 Filing of request for hearing. 
(a) A respondent has a right to a 

hearing before an ALJ if it files a re-
quest for hearing that complies with 
§ 156.907(a), within 30 days after the 
date of issuance of either HHS’ notice 
of proposed assessment under § 156.805, 
notice of decertification of a QHP 
under § 156.810(c) or § 156.810(d). The re-
quest for hearing should be addressed 
as instructed in the notice of proposed 
determination. ‘‘date of issuance’’ is 
five (5) days after the filing date, un-
less there is a showing that the docu-
ment was received earlier. 

(b) The ALJ may extend the time for 
filing a request for hearing only if the 
ALJ finds that the respondent was pre-
vented by events or circumstances be-
yond its control from filing its request 
within the time specified above. Any 
request for an extension of time must 
be made promptly by written motion. 

§ 156.907 Form and content of request 
for hearing. 

(a) The request for hearing must do 
the following: 

(1) Identify any factual or legal bases 
for the assessment or decertifications 
with which the respondent disagrees. 

(2) Describe with reasonable speci-
ficity the basis for the disagreement, 
including any affirmative facts or legal 
arguments on which the respondent is 
relying. 

(b) Identify the relevant notice of as-
sessment or decertification by date and 
attach a copy of the notice. 

§ 156.909 Amendment of notice of as-
sessment or decertification request 
for hearing. 

The ALJ may permit CMS to amend 
its notice of assessment or decertifica-
tion, or permit the respondent to 
amend a request for hearing that com-
plies with § 156.907(a), if the ALJ finds 
that no undue prejudice to either party 
will result. 

§ 156.911 Dismissal of request for hear-
ing. 

An ALJ will order a request for hear-
ing dismissed if the ALJ determines 
that: 

(a) The request for hearing was not 
filed within 30 days as specified by 
§ 156.905(a) or any extension of time 
granted by the ALJ pursuant to 
§ 156.905(b). 

(b) The request for hearing fails to 
meet the requirements of § 156.907. 

(c) The entity that filed the request 
for hearing is not a respondent under 
§ 156.901. 

(d) The respondent has abandoned its 
request. 

(e) The respondent withdraws its re-
quest for hearing. 

§ 156.913 Settlement. 

HHS has exclusive authority to settle 
any issue or any case, without the con-
sent of the ALJ at any time before or 
after the ALJ’s decision. 

§ 156.915 Intervention. 

(a) The ALJ may grant the request of 
an entity, other than the respondent, 
to intervene if all of the following 
occur: 

(1) The entity has a significant inter-
est relating to the subject matter of 
the case. 

(2) Disposition of the case will, as a 
practical matter, likely impair or im-
pede the entity’s ability to protect 
that interest. 
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