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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–14 Edition) § 10.201 

Subpart B—General Requirements 
for All Merchant Mariner Cre-
dentials 

§ 10.201 General characteristics of the 
merchant mariner credential. 

(a) A merchant mariner credential 
(MMC) (Coast Guard Form CG–4610), is 
a credential combining the elements of 
the merchant mariner’s document 
(MMD), merchant mariner’s license (li-
cense), and certificate of registry 
(COR) enumerated in 46 U.S.C. subtitle 
II part E as well as the STCW endorse-
ment issued pursuant to the STCW 
Convention and STCW Code (incor-
porated by reference, see § 10.103 of this 
part). MMDs, licenses, STCW endorse-
ments and CORs are no longer issued as 
separate documents and all qualifica-
tions formerly entered on those sepa-
rate documents appear in the form of 
an endorsement(s) on an MMC. 

(b) An MMC authorizes the holder to 
serve in any capacity endorsed thereon, 
or in any lower capacity in the same 
department, or in any capacity covered 
by a general endorsement. 

(c) An MMC may be issued to quali-
fied applicants by the Coast Guard. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77888, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.203 Requirement to hold a TWIC 
and a merchant mariner credential. 

(a) Any mariner required to hold a li-
cense, MMD, COR, and/or an STCW en-
dorsement by a regulation in 33 CFR 
chapter I or 46 CFR chapter I must hold 
an MMC. A mariner may continue to 
serve under the authority of and within 
any restriction on their license, MMD, 
COR, and/or STCW endorsement until 
the first renewal or upgrade of that 
credential, but not later than April 15, 
2014. 

(b) Failure to obtain or hold a valid 
TWIC serves as a basis for the denial of 
an application for an original, renewal, 
new endorsement, duplicate, or raise of 
grade of a mariner’s credential and 
may serve as a basis for suspension and 
revocation under 46 U.S.C. 7702 and 
7703. 

(c) An MMC, license, MMD, COR, or 
STCW endorsement must be retained 
by the mariner to whom it was issued 
and, while valid, must be produced to 

verify qualifications when requested by 
an authorized official as identified in 33 
CFR 101.515(d). Posting of the officer 
endorsement may be necessary as re-
quired in 46 U.S.C. 7110. 

(d) Although an MMD and an MMC 
serve as certificates of identification, a 
TWIC must be retained by the mariner 
to whom it was issued and, while valid, 
serves as the mariner’s primary identi-
fication document. The TWIC must be 
produced to verify identity when re-
quired by an authorized official as 
identified in 33 CFR 101.515(d). 

§ 10.205 Validity of a merchant mar-
iner credential. 

(a) An MMC is valid for a term of 5 
years from the date of issuance. Except 
upon the written request for the imme-
diate issuance by the applicant, the 
Coast Guard will post-date the issuance 
of an MMC renewal that includes no 
other transactions up to 8 months from 
the date that the Coast Guard accepts 
a complete application as required in 
this part. If the expiration date of the 
mariner’s active credential is beyond 8 
months of the date that the Coast 
Guard accepts a complete application 
as required in this part, the new cre-
dential issue date will be 8 months 
from the date of application accept-
ance at which time the currently ac-
tive credential will become invalid in 
accordance with paragraph (d) of this 
section. Otherwise, the new credential 
issue validity date will coincide with 
the expiration date of the active cre-
dential held by the mariner. All other 
MMC transactions will be processed for 
immediate issuance. 

(b) All endorsements, unless other-
wise noted, are valid until the expira-
tion date of the MMC on which they 
appear. 

(c) A mariner may not serve under 
the authority of an MMC past its expi-
ration date. An expired MMC may be 
renewed during an administrative 
grace period of up to 1 year beyond its 
expiration date as per § 10.227(h) of this 
part. 

(d) When an MMC is renewed or re- 
issued before its expiration date in ac-
cordance with § 10.227, of this part the 
MMC that has been replaced becomes 
invalid unless otherwise noted in para-
graph (a) of this section. 
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(e) An MMC is not valid until signed 
by the applicant and a duly authorized 
Coast Guard official. 

(f) A mariner’s endorsements author-
ize the holder to serve in any capacity 
endorsed on the MMC, or in any lower 
capacity in the same department, or in 
any capacity covered by a general en-
dorsement thereon. 

(g) If a mariner chooses to renew his 
or her license, MMD, COR, or STCW en-
dorsement and receive their first MMC, 
the Coast Guard may also renew all 
other credentials for which the mariner 
is qualified. 

(h) When a Document of Continuity 
is replaced with an MMC re-issued in 
accordance with § 10.227 of this part, 
the Document of Continuity that has 
been replaced becomes invalid. In the 
event that not all endorsements on a 
Document of Continuity are activated, 
a new Document of Continuity will be 
issued for the remaining endorsements. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77888, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.207 Identification number. 
For recordkeeping purposes only, a 

mariner’s official MMC identification 
number is the individual’s social secu-
rity number. However, a unique serial 
number, called the mariner reference 
number, and not the social security 
number, will appear on the credential. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77888, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.209 General application proce-
dures. 

(a) The applicant for an MMC, wheth-
er for an original, renewal, duplicate, 
raise of grade, or a new endorsement on 
a previously issued MMC, must estab-
lish that he or she satisfies all the re-
quirements for the MMC and endorse-
ment(s) sought before the Coast Guard 
will issue the MMC. This section con-
tains the general requirements for all 
applicants. Additional requirements 
for duplicates, renewals, new endorse-
ments, and raises of grade appear later 
in this part. 

(b) The Coast Guard may refuse to 
process an incomplete MMC applica-
tion. The requirements for a complete 
application for an original MMC are 

contained in § 10.225 of this part, the re-
quirements for a renewal MMC applica-
tion are contained in § 10.227 of this 
part, the requirements for a duplicate 
MMC application are contained in 
§ 10.229 of this part, and the require-
ments for an application for a new en-
dorsement or raise of grade are con-
tained in § 10.231 of this part. 

(c) Applications are valid for 12 
months from the date that the Coast 
Guard approves the application. 

(d) The application may be submitted 
in person, by mail, fax, or other elec-
tronic means. A complete MMC appli-
cation, which is described in §§ 10.225, 
10.227, 10.229, and 10.231 may include— 

(1) The application, consent for Na-
tional Driver Register (NDR) check, 
and notarized oath on Coast Guard-fur-
nished forms, and the evaluation fee re-
quired by § 10.219 of this part; 

(2) The applicant’s continuous dis-
charge book, certificate of identifica-
tion, MMD, MMC, license, STCW en-
dorsement, Certificate of Registry 
(COR), or, if it has not expired, a pho-
tocopy of the credential, including the 
back and all attachments; 

(3) Proof, documented on CG–719K or 
CG–719K/E, as appropriate, that the ap-
plicant passed the applicable vision, 
hearing, medical, or physical exam as 
required by subpart C of this part, or 
an unexpired medical certificate issued 
by the Coast Guard; 

(4) Copies of course completion cer-
tificates or other evidence of course 
completion; 

(5) Evidence of sea service, or an ac-
cepted substitute for sea service, if re-
quired; 

(6) For an endorsement as a medical 
doctor or professional nurse as required 
in § 11.807 of this subchapter, evidence 
that the applicant holds a currently 
valid, appropriate license as physician, 
surgeon, or registered nurse, issued 
under the authority of a state or terri-
tory of the United States, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, or the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Any MMC issued will 
retain any limitation associated with 
the medical license; 

(7) Any certificates or other supple-
mentary materials required to show 
that the mariner meets the mandatory 
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