
193 

Coast Guard, DHS § 11.463 

(ii) Six months of service as master 
on a vessel results in a limitation in 
that capacity equal to 150 percent of 
the tonnage of that vessel. 

(iii) Six months of service as master 
on vessels more than 1,600 GRT results 
in raising the limitation to 5,000 GRT. 

(iv) Six months of service as mate on 
vessels more than 1,600 GRT results in 
raising the limitation for master to the 
tonnage on which at least 50 percent of 
the service was obtained. 

(v) Two years of service as a deck-
hand on a vessel while holding a license 
or MMC endorsement as master results 
in a limitation on the MMC equal to 
150 percent of the tonnage of that ves-
sel up to 5,000 GRT. 

(vi) One year of service as deckhand 
on a vessel while holding a license or 
MMC endorsement as master results in 
a limitation on the MMC equal to the 
tonnage of that vessel. 

(d) An applicant for an endorsement 
as mate of uninspected fishing industry 
vessels must have 3 years of total serv-
ice on ocean or near-coastal routes. 
Service on Great Lakes or inland wa-
ters may substitute for up to 18 months 
of the required service. 

(1) To qualify for an endorsement of 
less than 500 GRT, at least 1 year of the 
required service must have been on ves-
sels of 50 GRT or more. 

(2) To qualify for an endorsement of 
less than 1,600 GRT, at least 1 year of 
the required service must have been on 
vessels of 100 GRT or more. 

(3) To qualify for an endorsement of 
more than 1,600 GRT, but not more 
than 5,000 GRT, the vessel tonnage 
upon which the 3 years of required 
service was obtained will be used to 
compute the tonnage. The endorsement 
is limited to the maximum tonnage on 
which at least 25 percent of the re-
quired service was obtained, or 150 per-
cent of the maximum tonnage on which 
at least 50 percent of the service was 
obtained, whichever is higher. Limita-
tions are in multiples of 1,000 GRT, 
using the next higher figure when an 
intermediate tonnage is calculated. 

(4) The tonnage limitation on this en-
dorsement may be raised using one of 
the following methods, but cannot ex-
ceed 5,000 GRT. Limitations are in mul-
tiples of 1,000 GRT, using the next 

higher figure when an intermediate 
tonnage is calculated. 

(i) Three months of service as mate 
on a vessel results in a limitation in 
that capacity equal to the tonnage of 
that vessel rounded up to the next mul-
tiple of 1,000 GRT. 

(ii) Six months of service as mate on 
a vessel results in a limitation in that 
capacity equal to 150 percent of the 
tonnage of that vessel. 

(iii) Six months of service as mate on 
vessels more than 1,600 GRT results in 
raising the limitation to 5,000 GRT. 

(iv) One year of service as deckhand 
on vessels more than 1,600 GRT while 
holding a license or MMC endorsement 
as mate, results in raising the limita-
tion on the MMC to 5,000 GRT; 

(v) Two years of service as a deck-
hand on a vessel while holding a license 
or MMC endorsed as mate results in a 
limitation on the MMC equal to 150 
percent of the tonnage of that vessel up 
to 5,000 GRT. 

(vi) One year of service as deckhand 
on a vessel while holding a license or 
MMC endorsement as mate results in a 
limitation on the MMC equal to the 
tonnage of that vessel. 

(e) Applicants may request an oral 
examination on the subjects listed in 
subpart I of this part. 

§ 11.463 General requirements for na-
tional endorsements as master, 
mate (pilot), and apprentice mate 
(steersman) of towing vessels. 

(a) The Coast Guard issues the fol-
lowing endorsements for towing ves-
sels: 

(1) Master of towing vessels. 
(2) Master of towing vessels, limited. 
(3) Mate (pilot) of towing vessels. 
(4) Apprentice mate (steersman). 
(5) Apprentice mate (steersman), lim-

ited. 
(b) An endorsement as master of tow-

ing vessels means an endorsement to 
operate towing vessels not restricted to 
local areas designated by OCMIs. This 
also applies to a mate (pilot) of towing 
vessels. 

(c) For this section, ‘‘limited’’ means 
an endorsement to operate a towing 
vessel of less than 200 GRT only within 
a local area on the Great Lakes, inland 
waters, or Western Rivers designated 
by the OCMI. 
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(d) Mariners who met the training 
and service requirements for towing 
vessels before May 21, 2001, and have 
maintained a valid Coast Guard-issued 
credential may obtain a towing en-
dorsement if they meet the following: 

(1) Demonstrate at least 90 days of 
towing service before May 21, 2001. 

(2) Provide evidence of successfully 
completing the apprentice mate exam, 
its predecessor exam, or a superior 
exam. 

(3) Meet the renewal requirements in 
§ 10.227(e)(6)(i) of this subchapter. 

(e) Mariners who operated towing 
vessels in the offshore oil and mineral 
industry prior to October 15, 2010, may 
obtain a towing endorsement until De-
cember 24, 2018 as follows: 

(1) Mariners who held officer endorse-
ments as operator of uninspected tow-
ing vessels (OUTV) or mate or master 
of inspected self-propelled vessels may 
qualify for a towing endorsement if 
they meet the following: 

(i) Provide evidence of at least 90 
days of service on towing vessels in the 
offshore oil and mineral industry prior 
to October 15, 2010. 

(ii) Provide evidence of successfully 
completing the apprentice mate 
(steersman) examination, its prede-
cessor exam, or a superior exam. 

(iii) Meet the renewal requirements 
in § 10.227(e)(6) of this subchapter. 

(2) Mariners who have not held any of 
the officer endorsements listed in para-
graph (e)(1) of this section may qualify 
for an endorsement as master of towing 
vessels if they meet the following: 

(i) Provide evidence of at least 48 
months of service on towing vessels in 
the offshore oil and mineral industry 
prior to October 15, 2010. 

(ii) Successfully complete the appro-
priate apprentice mate (steersman) 
exam. 

(3) Mariners who have not held any of 
the officer endorsements listed in para-
graph (e)(1) of this section may qualify 
for an endorsement as mate of towing 
vessels if they meet the following: 

(i) Provide evidence of at least 36 
months of service on towing vessels in 
the offshore oil and mineral industry 
prior to October 15, 2010. 

(ii) Successfully complete the appro-
priate apprentice mate (steersman) 
exam. 

(f) Deck officers who serve on the fol-
lowing seagoing vessels must comply 
with the requirements of §§ 11.309 and 
11.311 of this subpart for the appro-
priate STCW endorsement: 

(1) A towing vessel on an oceans voy-
age operating beyond near-coastal wa-
ters. 

(2) A towing vessel on an inter-
national voyage. 

(3) A towing vessel of 200 GRT or 
more on a domestic, near-coastal voy-
age. 

(g) Endorsements as mate (pilot) or 
master of towing vessels may be issued 
with a restriction to specific types of 
towing vessels and/or towing oper-
ations such as articulated tug barge 
(ATB) vessels that do not routinely 
perform all of the tasks identified in 
the Towing Officer Assessment Record 
(TOAR). 

(h) Figure 11.463(h) illustrates the 
towing officer endorsement structure, 
including crossover points. The section 
numbers on the diagram refer to the 
specific requirements applicable. 
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§ 11.464 Requirements for national en-
dorsements as master of towing ves-
sels. 

(a) An applicant for an endorsement 
as master of towing vessels with a 

route listed in column 1 of table 1 to 
this section, must complete the service 
requirements indicated in columns 2 
through 5. Applicants may serve on the 
subordinate routes listed in column 5 
without further endorsement. 

TABLE 1 TO § 11.464(a)—REQUIREMENTS FOR ENDORSEMENT AS MASTER OF TOWING VESSELS 1 

1 2 3 4 5 

Route endorsed Total 
service 2 

TOS 3 
on T/V 

as mate 
(pilot) 

TOS 3 on 
particular 

route 

Sub-ordinate 
route authorized 

(1) OCEANS (O) .............................................................. 48 18 3 NC, GL–I. 
(2) NEAR-COASTAL (NC) ............................................... 48 18 3 GL–I. 
(3) GREAT LAKES-INLAND (GL–I) ................................ 48 18 3 None. 
(4) WESTERN RIVERS (WR) ......................................... 48 18 3 None. 

1 The holder of an endorsement as master of towing vessels may have an endorsement placed on the MMC as mate (pilot) of 
towing vessels for a route superior to the current route on which the holder has no operating experience after passing an exam-
ination for that additional route. After the holder completes 90 days of experience and completes a Towing Officer Assessment 
Record (TOAR) on that route, the Coast Guard will add it to the holder’s endorsement as master of towing vessels and remove 
the endorsement for mate (pilot) of towing vessels. 

2 Service is in months. 
3 TOS is time of service. 

(b) A person holding this endorse-
ment may qualify for an STCW en-

dorsement, according to §§ 11.307, 11.311, 
11.313, and 11.315 of this part. 
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