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(c) Hold a valid Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) certificate as 
GMDSS at-sea maintainer. 

§ 12.625 Requirements to qualify for an 
STCW endorsement as vessel per-
sonnel with designated security du-
ties. 

(a) An applicant for an STCW en-
dorsement as vessel personnel with des-
ignated security duties must— 

(1) Present satisfactory documentary 
evidence, such as a certificate or letter 
signed by a company official, or a cer-
tificate of completion from a Coast 
Guard-accepted or Coast Guard-ap-
proved course, of meeting the require-
ments in 33 CFR 104.220; 

(2) Meet the physical examination re-
quirements in 46 CFR Part 10, subpart 
C; and 

(3) Meet the safety and suitability re-
quirements and the National Driver 
Registry review requirements in 
§ 10.209(e) of this subchapter, unless the 
applicant has met these requirements 
within the previous 5 years in connec-
tion with another endorsement. 

(b) Until March 24, 2014, seafarers will 
be able to apply for an endorsement as 
vessel personnel with designated secu-
rity duties by— 

(1) Having completed approved sea-
going service with designated security 
duties, for a period of at least 6 months 
in total during the preceding 3 years; 

(2) Having performed security func-
tions considered to be equivalent to the 
seagoing service required in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section; or 

(3) Successfully completing Coast 
Guard-accepted or Coast Guard-ap-
proved training. 

§ 12.627 Requirements to qualify for an 
STCW endorsement for security 
awareness. 

(a) An applicant for an endorsement 
for security awareness must— 

(1) Present satisfactory documentary 
evidence, such as a certificate or letter 
signed by a company official, or a cer-
tificate of completion from a Coast 
Guard-accepted or Coast Guard-ap-
proved course, of meeting the require-
ments in 33 CFR 104.225; 

(2) Meet the physical examination re-
quirements in 46 CFR, part 10, subpart 
C; and 

(3) Meet the safety and suitability re-
quirements and the National Driver 
Registry review requirements in 
§ 10.209(e) of this subchapter, unless the 
applicant has met these requirements 
within the previous 5 years in connec-
tion with another endorsement. 

(b) Until March 24, 2014, seafarers will 
be able to apply for an endorsement in 
security awareness by— 

(1) Having performed approved sea-
going service for a period of at least 6 
months in total during the preceding 3 
years; 

(2) Having performed security func-
tions considered to be equivalent to the 
seagoing service required in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section; or 

(3) Successfully completing Coast 
Guard-accepted or Coast Guard-ap-
proved training. 

Subpart G—Entry-Level National 
Ratings and Miscellaneous Ratings 

§ 12.701 Credentials required for 
entry-level and miscellaneous rat-
ings. 

Every person employed or engaged on 
a vessel subject to 46 U.S.C. 8701, must 
produce an MMC or MMD with the ap-
propriate endorsement to the master or 
person in charge (PIC), if appropriate, 
before signing shipping articles. 

§ 12.703 General requirements for 
entry-level ratings. 

(a) Rating endorsements will be 
issued without professional examina-
tion to applicants in capacities other 
than able seaman, lifeboatman, 
lifeboatman-limited, tankerman, or 
QMED, including— 

(1) Ordinary seaman; 
(2) Wiper; 
(3) Steward’s department; and 
(4) Steward’s department (F.H.). 
(b) Holders of MMCs or MMDs en-

dorsed as ordinary seaman may serve 
in any unqualified rating in the deck or 
steward’s department, except as a food 
handler. 

(c) Holders of MMCs or MMDs en-
dorsed as wiper may serve in any un-
qualified rating in the engine or stew-
ard’s department, except as a food han-
dler. 
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(d) Only MMCs or MMDs endorsed as 
steward’s department (F.H.) will au-
thorize the holder’s service in any ca-
pacity in the steward’s department, in-
cluding food handler. 

§ 12.705 Endorsements for persons en-
rolled in a Maritime Administra-
tion-approved training program. 

MMCs issued to individuals obtaining 
sea service as part of an approved 
training curriculum while enrolled at 
either the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy or a deck or engineering 
class of a Maritime Academy approved 
by and conducted under the rules pre-
scribed by the Maritime Administrator 
and listed in 46 CFR Part 310 will in-
clude an endorsement of cadet (deck) 
or cadet (engine), as appropriate, and 
lifeboatman. Individuals obtaining sea 
service as part of such an approved 
training curriculum must do so in the 
capacity of cadet (deck) or cadet (en-
gine), as appropriate, notwithstanding 
any other rating endorsements the in-
dividual may hold or any other capac-
ity in which the individual may have 
previously served. 

§ 12.707 Student observers. 

Students in technical schools who 
are enrolled in courses in marine man-
agement, naval architecture, and ship 
operations, and who present a letter or 
other documentary evidence that they 
are enrolled, will be issued an MMC en-
dorsed as ‘‘student observer—any de-
partment’’ and may be signed on ships 
as such. Students holding these en-
dorsements will not take the place of 
any of the crew, or replace any of the 
regular required crew. 

§ 12.709 Apprentice engineers. 

(a) Persons enrolled in an engineer 
training program approved by the 
Coast Guard, and who present a letter 
or other documentary evidence that 
they are enrolled, may be issued an 
MMC endorsed as apprentice engineer 
and may be signed on ships as such. 
The endorsement as apprentice engi-
neer may be in addition to other en-
dorsements; however, this endorsement 
does not authorize the holder to re-
place any of the regular required crew. 

(b) Persons holding the endorsement 
as apprentice engineer are deemed to 
be seamen. 

§ 12.711 Apprentice mate. 
(a) A person enrolled in a mate train-

ing program approved by the Coast 
Guard, and who presents a letter or 
other documentary evidence that he or 
she is enrolled, may be issued an MMC 
rating endorsement as apprentice mate 
and may be signed on a vessel in this 
capacity. The rating endorsement as 
apprentice mate may be in addition to 
other endorsements; however, this en-
dorsement does not authorize the hold-
er to replace any of the regular re-
quired crew. 

(b) Persons holding the endorsement 
as apprentice mate are deemed to be 
seamen. 

Subpart H—Non-Resident Alien 
Members of the Steward’s De-
partment on U.S. Flag Large 
Passenger Vessels 

§ 12.801 Purpose. 
The rules in this subpart implement 

46 U.S.C. 8103(k) by establishing re-
quirements for the issuance of MMCs, 
valid only for service in the steward’s 
department of U.S. flag large passenger 
vessels, to non-resident aliens. 

§ 12.803 General requirements. 
(a) Unless otherwise specified in this 

subpart, non-resident alien applicants 
for Coast Guard-issued MMCs are sub-
ject to all applicable requirements con-
tained in this subchapter. 

(b) No application for an MMC from a 
non-resident alien issued pursuant to 
this subpart will be accepted unless the 
applicant’s employer satisfies all of the 
requirements of § 12.805 of this subpart. 

§ 12.805 Employer requirements. 
(a) The employer must submit the 

following to the Coast Guard, as a part 
of the applicant’s MMC application, on 
behalf of the applicant: 

(1) A signed report that contains all 
material disciplinary actions related to 
the applicant, such as, but not limited 
to, violence or assault, theft, drug and 
alcohol policy violations, and sexual 
harassment, along with an explanation 
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