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(b) The vest may not count towards 
the vessel’s complement of lifejackets. 

(c) The vest may not be worn instead 
of a lifejacket during a drill. 

§ 131.730 Shipboard stowage. 

The master shall ensure that no work 
vest is stowed where any lifejacket is 
stowed. 

§ 131.740 Shipboard inspections. 

Each buoyant work vest must be sub-
ject to examination by a marine in-
spector, to determine its service-
ability. If found serviceable, it may 
continue in service; but no buoyant 
work vest is stamped as inspected. If 
not found serviceable, and if deter-
mined irreparable by the inspector, a 
buoyant work vest must be destroyed 
in the presence of the inspector. 

Subpart H—Markings for Fire 
Equipment and Emergency 
Equipment 

§ 131.800 General. 

(a) This section prescribes markings 
necessary for the guidance of persons 
aboard in case of an emergency. The 
markings may be modified or omitted 
if they are unnecessary, because either 
the vessel is small or particular cir-
cumstances warrant, and if the cog-
nizant OCMI approves. 

(b) Each stateroom notice, direc-
tional sign, and the like must be print-
ed in English and in other languages 
appropriate to the service of the vessel. 

(c) Where this subpart specifies red 
letters, letters of a contrasting color 
on a red background are acceptable. 

§ 131.805 General alarm bell, switch. 

The switch in the pilothouse that ac-
tivates the general alarm bell must be 
clearly and permanently identified ei-
ther by letters on a metal plate or with 
a sign in red letters on a suitable back-
ground that state the following: 
‘‘GENERAL ALARM.’’ 

§ 131.810 General alarm bell. 

Each general alarm bell must be 
identified by red letters at least 13 mil-
limeters (1⁄2-inch) high that state the 
following: ‘‘GENERAL ALARM— 

WHEN BELL RINGS GO TO YOUR 
STATION.’’ 

§ 131.815 Carbon dioxide and clean 
agent alarms. 

Each carbon dioxide or clean agent 
fire extinguishing alarm must be con-
spicuously marked: ‘‘WHEN ALARM 
SOUNDS VACATE AT ONCE. CARBON 
DIOXIDE OR CLEAN AGENT BEING 
RELEASED.’’ 

[UCSG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33884, June 7, 2012] 

§ 131.817 Carbon dioxide warning 
signs. 

Each entrance to a space storing car-
bon dioxide cylinders, a space pro-
tected by carbon dioxide systems, or 
any space into which carbon dioxide 
might migrate must be conspicuously 
marked as follows: 

(a) Spaces storing carbon dioxide— 
‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE GAS CAN CAUSE 
INJURY OR DEATH. VENTILATE 
THE AREA BEFORE ENTERING. A 
HIGH CONCENTRATION CAN OCCUR 
IN THIS AREA AND CAN CAUSE SUF-
FOCATION.’’. 

(b) Spaces protected by carbon diox-
ide—‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE GAS CAN 
CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH. WHEN 
ALARM OPERATES OR WINTER-
GREEN SCENT IS DETECTED, DO 
NOT ENTER UNTIL VENTILATED. 
LOCK OUT SYSTEM WHEN SERV-
ICING.’’ The reference to wintergreen 
scent may be omitted for carbon diox-
ide systems not required to have odor-
izing units and not equipped with such 
units. 

(c) Spaces into which carbon dioxide 
might migrate—‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE 
GAS CAN CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH. 
DISCHARGE INTO NEARBY SPACE 
CAN COLLECT HERE. WHEN ALARM 
OPERATES OR WINTERGREEN 
SCENT IS DETECTED VACATE IM-
MEDIATELY.’’ The reference to win-
tergreen scent may be omitted for car-
bon dioxide systems not required to 
have odorizing units and not equipped 
with such units. 

[USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33884, June 7, 2012] 

§ 131.820 Branch lines of fire-extin-
guishing system. 

The valves of each branch line in the 
fire extinguishing system must be 
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