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similar material for survival craft and 
rescue boats, and their launching sys-
tems. 

§ 160.135–23 Procedure for approval of 
design, material, or construction 
change. 

(a) Each change in design, material, 
or construction from the plans ap-
proved under 46 CFR 159.005–13 and 
§ 160.135–13(h) of this subpart must be 
approved by the Commandant before 
being used in any production lifeboat. 
The manufacturer must submit any 
such change following the procedures 
in § 160.135–9 of this subpart, but docu-
mentation on items that are un-
changed from the plans approved under 
46 CFR 159.005–13 and § 160.135–13(h) of 
this subpart need not be resubmitted. 

(b) Unless determined by the Com-
mandant to be unnecessary, a proto-
type lifeboat with each change de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
must be made and tested according to 
the procedures for new approvals in 
§§ 160.135–9 through 160.135–13 of this 
subpart. 

(c) Determinations of equivalence of 
design, construction, and materials 
will be made by the Commandant only. 

Subpart 160.151—Inflatable 
Liferafts (SOLAS) 

SOURCE: CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25547, May 9, 
1997, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.151–1 Scope. 
This subpart prescribes standards, 

tests, and procedures for approval by 
the Coast Guard of inflatable liferafts. 
This subpart does not apply to any in-
flatable liferaft approved by the Com-
mandant before November 10, 2011, so 
long as the liferaft satisfies the annual 
servicing requirements set forth in 46 
CFR 160.151–57. 

[USCG–2010–0048, 76 FR 62996, Oct. 11, 2011, as 
amended by 76 FR 70062, Nov. 10, 2011] 

§ 160.151–3 Definitions. 
In this subpart, the term: 
Commandant means the Chief of the 

Lifesaving and Fire Safety Standards 
Division. Address: Commandant (CG- 
ENG-4), Attn: Lifesaving and Fire Safe-
ty Division, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 

7509, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave-
nue, SE., Washington, DC 20593-7509; 
telephone 202-372-1392 or fax 202-372- 
1924. 

Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection 
(OCMI) means an officer of the Coast 
Guard designated as such by the Com-
mandant and who fulfills the duties de-
scribed in 46 CFR 1.01–15(b). The ‘‘cog-
nizant OCMI’’ is the OCMI who has im-
mediate jurisdiction over a vessel or 
geographic area for the purpose of per-
forming the duties previously de-
scribed. 

Servicing means periodic inspection, 
necessary repair, and repacking by a 
servicing facility approved by the 
Coast Guard. Requirements for periodic 
inspection and repair of inflatable life-
rafts approved by the Coast Guard are 
described in §§ 160.151–35 through 
160.151–57. 

SOLAS means the International Con-
vention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974, as amended by the International 
Maritime Organization through the 
1988 (GMDSS) amendments, dated 9 No-
vember 1988. 

SOLAS A Liferaft means a liferaft 
that meets the requirements of this 
subpart for an inflatable liferaft com-
plying with SOLAS and equipped with 
a SOLAS A equipment pack. 

SOLAS B Liferaft means a liferaft 
that meets the requirements of this 
subpart for an inflatable liferaft com-
plying with SOLAS and equipped with 
a SOLAS B equipment pack. 

[CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25547, May 9, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49237, 
Sept. 25, 2009, USCG–2010–0048, 76 FR 62996, 
Oct. 11, 2011; USCG7ndash;2013–0671, 78 FR, 
Sept. 30, 2013] 

§ 160.151–5 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Certain material is incorporated 

by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition 
other than that specified in this sec-
tion, the Coast Guard must publish no-
tice of change in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and the material must be avail-
able to the public. All approved mate-
rial is available for inspection at Coast 
Guard Headquarters. Contact Com-
mandant (CG-ENG-4), Attn: Lifesaving 
and Fire Safety Division, U.S. Coast 
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