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§169.539, Nt.

160.064 or 160.077 of Subchapter Q of this
chapter; or

(c) a Type II approved under subparts
160.047, 160.052, or 160.060 or a Type III
approved under subpart 160.064 if the
vessel carries exposure suits or Type V
exposure PFDs, in accordance with sec-
tion 169.551.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By USCG-2013-0263,
79 FR 56500, Sept. 22, 2014, §169.539 was
amended in the introductory text, by remov-
ing the word ‘‘either’; in paragraph (a), by
removing the words ‘A Type I approved” and
adding, in their place, the word ‘‘Approved’’,
and by removing the second use of the word
‘“‘or’’; in paragraph (b), by removing the
words ‘“‘a Type V approved’” and adding, in
their place, the word ‘‘Approved’’; and by re-
vising paragraph (c), effective Oct. 22, 2014.
For the convenience of the user, the revised
text is set forth as follows:

§169.539 Type required.

* * * * *

(c) Approved under subparts 160.047, 160.052,
or 160.060 of this chapter or approved under
subpart 160.064 of this chapter if the vessel
carries exposure suits or exposure PFDs, in
accordance with §169.551.

§169.541 Number required.

Each vessel must be provided with an
approved adult personal flotation de-
vice of an appropriate size for each per-
son carried. In addition, unless the
service is such that children are never
carried, there must be provided an ap-
proved personal flotation device of a
suitable size for each child carried.

§169.543 Distribution and stowage.

(a) Personal flotation devices must
be distributed through the upper part
of the vessel in protected places con-
venient to the persons on board.

(b) If practicable, personal flotation
device containers must be designed to
allow the PFDs to float free.

(c) Personal flotation devices for
children, when provided, must be
stowed separately.

(d) Lockers, boxes, and closets in
which PFDs are stowed must not be ca-
pable of being locked.

§169.545 Markings.

(a) Each personal flotation device
must be marked with the vessel’s
name.
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(b) Where PFDs are stowed so that
they are not readily visible to persons
onboard, the containers in which they
are stowed must be marked ‘‘adult per-
sonal flotation devices” or ‘‘child per-
sonal flotation devices’, as appro-
priate, and with the number contained
therein, in at least 1-inch letters and
figures.

(c) BEach personal flotation device
carried on vessels certificated for ex-
posed or partially protected waters
service must have a light approved
under subpart 161.012 of this chapter.
The light must be securely attached to
the front shoulder area of the personal
flotation device.

(d) Each personal flotation device
must have at least 200 sq. cm. (31 sq.
in.) of retroreflective material at-
tached on its front side and at least 200
sq. cm. on its back side. If the personal
flotation device is reversible,
retroreflective material must be ap-
plied as described above on both sides.

(e) Retroreflective material required
by this section must be Type I material
that is approved under subpart 164.018
of this chapter.

ADDITIONAL LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT

§169.549 Ring lifebuoys
lights.

(a)(1) The minimum number of life
buoys and the minimum number to
which water lights must be attached
must be in accordance with the fol-
lowing table:

TABLE 169.549(a)(1)

and water

Minimum

Minimum number of

Length of vessel number of buoys with

buoys waterlights

attached
Under 100 ......cccoviiiiiiicciienns 2 1
100 feet to less than 200 ft ....... 4 2
200 feet to less than 300 ft ....... 6 2
300 feet to less than 400 ft ....... 12 4
400 feet to less than 600 ft ....... 18 9

(2) One lifebuoy on each side of a ves-
sel must have an attached line at least
15 fathoms in length.

(b) All lifebuoys must be placed
where they are readily accessible. They
must be capable of being readily cast
loose.

(c)(1) All ring lifebuoys must be ap-
proved under subpart 160.050 or 160.064
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