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Coast Guard, DHS

or with a representative of the owner
or managing operator of the vessel.
The passenger count shall be available
to the Coast Guard upon request.

§185.506 Passenger safety orientation.

(a) Except as allowed by paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section, before get-
ting underway on a voyage or as soon
as practicable thereafter, the master of
a vessel shall ensure that suitable pub-
lic announcements are made informing
all passengers of the following:

(1) The location of emergency exits,
survival craft embarkation areas, and
ring life buoys;

(2) The stowage location(s) of life
jackets;

(3) Either:

(i) The proper method of donning and
adjusting life jackets of the type(s)
carried on the vessel including a dem-
onstration of the proper donning of a
lifejacket, or

(ii) That passengers may contact a
crew member for a demonstration as
appropriate, prior to beginning an
oceans or coastwise voyage;

(4) The location of the instruction
placards for life jackets and other life-
saving devices;

(5) That all passengers will be re-
quired to don life jackets when possible
hazardous conditions exist, as directed
by the master; and

(6) If the vessel is operating with re-
duced manning or equipment require-
ments in §176.114 of this chapter.

(b) As an alternative to an announce-
ment that complies with paragraph (a)
of this section, the master or other des-
ignated person may—

(1) Prior to getting underway, deliver
to each passenger or, on a vessel that
does not carry vehicles and that has
seats for each passenger, place near
each seat, a card or pamphlet that has
the information listed in paragraphs
(a)(1) through (a)(6) of this section; and

(2) Make an abbreviated announce-
ment consisting of:

(i) A statement that passengers
should follow the instructions of the
crew in an emergency;

(ii) The location of life jackets; and

(iii) That further information con-
cerning emergency procedures includ-
ing the donning of life jackets, location
of other emergency equipment, and

§185.510

emergency evacuation procedures are
located on the card or pamphlet that
was given to each passenger or is lo-
cated near each seat.

(c) Ferries operating on short runs of
less than 15 minutes may substitute
bulkhead placards or signs for the an-
nouncement required in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section if the OCMI de-
termines that the announcements are
not practical due to the vessel’s unique
operation.

(d) The master of a vessel shall en-
sure that a passenger, who boards the
vessel on a voyage after the initial pub-
lic announcement has been made as re-
quired by paragraphs (a) or (b) of this
section, is also informed of the re-
quired safety information.

(e) On a vessel on a voyage of more
than 24 hours duration, passengers
shall be requested to don life jackets
and go to the appropriate embarkation
station during the safety orientation.
If only a small number of passengers
embark at a port after the original
muster has been held, these passengers
must be given the passenger safety ori-
entation required by paragraphs (a) or
(b) of this section if another muster is
not held.

[CGD 85-080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR
20557, May 7, 1996, as amended by CGD 97-057,
62 FR 51050, Sept. 30, 1997; 62 FR 51359, Sept.
30, 1997]

§185.508 Wearing of life jackets.

(a) The master of a vessel shall re-
quire passengers to don life jackets
when possible hazardous conditions
exist, including, but not limited to:

(1) When transiting hazardous bars
and inlets;

(2) During severe weather;

(3) In event of flooding, fire, or other
events that may possibly call for evac-
uation; and

(4) When the vessel is being towed,
except a non-self-propelled vessel under
normal operating conditions.

(b) The master or crew shall assist
each passenger in obtaining a life jack-
et and donning it, as necessary.

§185.510 Emergency instructions.

(a) The master and crew of a vessel
will be familiar with the content of and
have mounted at the operating station,
emergency instructions containing the
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