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Coast Guard, DHS § 189.33–1 

Subpart 189.27—Annual and 
Periodic Inspections 

§ 189.27–1 Annual inspection. 
(a) Your vessel must undergo an an-

nual inspection within the 3 months 
before or after each anniversary date, 
except as specified in § 189.27–5. 

(b) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(c) The scope of the annual inspec-
tion is the same as the inspection for 
certification, as specified in § 189.25–10, 
but in less detail unless the cognizant 
marine inspector finds deficiencies or 
determines that a major change has oc-
curred since the last inspection. If defi-
ciencies are found or a major change to 
the vessel has occurred, the marine in-
spector will conduct an inspection 
more detailed in scope to ensure that 
the vessel is in satisfactory condition 
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the annual 
inspection, the marine inspector will 
endorse your current Certificate of In-
spection. 

(d) If the annual inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from conducting such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.27–5 Periodic inspection. 
(a) Your vessel must undergo a peri-

odic inspection within 3 months before 
or after the second or third anniver-
sary of the date of your vessel’s Certifi-
cate of Inspection. This periodic in-
spection will take the place of an an-
nual inspection. 

(b) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(c) The scope of the periodic inspec-
tion is the same as that for the inspec-
tion for certification, as specified in 

§ 189.25–10. The OCMI will insure that 
the vessel is in satisfactory condition 
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the peri-
odic inspection, the marine inspector 
will endorse your current Certificate of 
Inspection. 

(d) If the periodic inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 

(e) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from conducting such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

§ 189.27–10 Certificate of Inspection: 
Conditions of validity. 

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual and periodic inspections within 
the periods specified in §§ 189.27–1 and 
189.27–5 respectively, and your Certifi-
cate of Inspection must be endorsed. 

[USCG–1999–4976, 65 FR 6509, Feb. 9, 2000] 

Subpart 189.30—Inspection After 
Accident 

§ 189.30–1 General or partial survey. 
(a) A survey, either general or par-

tial, according to the circumstances, 
shall be made every time an accident 
occurs or a defect is discovered which 
affects the safety of the vessel or the 
efficacy or completeness of its life-
saving appliances, firefighting or other 
equipment, or whenever any important 
repairs or renewals are made. The sur-
vey shall be such as to insure that the 
necessary repairs or renewals have 
been effectively made, that the mate-
rial and the workmanship of such re-
pairs or renewals are in all respects 
satisfactory, and that the vessel com-
plies in all respects with the regula-
tions in this subchapter. 

Subpart 189.33—Sanitary 
Inspections 

§ 189.33–1 When made. 
(a) An inspection of quarters, toilet 

and washing spaces, serving pantries, 
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galleys, etc., shall be made at least 
once in every month. If the route of the 
vessel is such that it is away from a 
U.S. port for more than 1 month, an in-
spection shall be conducted at least 
once every trip. 

Subpart 189.35—Weight Handling 
Gear 

§ 189.35–1 Application. 
(a) The requirements of this subpart 

shall apply to all weight handling gear 
installed on oceanographic research 
vessels except weight handling gear 
designated to handle primary life-
saving equipment. Weight handling 
gear designated for this use shall meet 
the applicable portions of Subchapter I 
(Cargo and Miscellaneous Vessels) of 
this chapter. 

(b) Weight handling gear placed 
under the inspection and testing re-
quired for cargo gear by the classifica-
tion society or cargo gear bureaus rec-
ognized in Subchapter I (Cargo and 
Miscellaneous Vessels) of this chapter 
may be considered as having met the 
intent of this subpart. 

§ 189.35–3 Intent. 
(a) In recognition of the special na-

ture of oceanographic research vessel 
operations, it is intended that max-
imum flexibility be given to the owner 
or operator in complying with the safe-
ty requirements for weight handling 
gear in this subpart. The primary in-
terest of the Coast Guard shall extend 
to hazards associated with the connec-
tions to the vessel, dangerous moving 
parts, extremes in temperature and 
shock hazards. 

§ 189.35–5 Tests. 
(a) An installation load test and safe-

ty assessment shall be conducted by 
the owner or operator. Section 189.35–13 
may be used as a guide for the safety 
assessment. It shall be the responsi-
bility of the owner or operator to no-
tify the Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, of the time and place of the 
installation tests when occurring in a 
port of the United States to permit a 
marine inspector to witness the tests if 
desired. Subsequent owner or operator 
conducted tests may be required at the 
time of the vessel’s inspection periods 

if a visual examination or review of the 
equipment record reveals evidence of 
an unsafe condition. Tests should nor-
mally consist of exercising the equip-
ment as a unit with a proof load 25 per-
cent in excess of the equipment’s nor-
mal working load, however manufac-
turer’s design limitations should not be 
exceeded. Consideration shall be given 
to the plans of loading when con-
ducting these tests. Braking, safety 
and limiting devices shall be tested 
whenever feasible. 

§ 189.35–7 Examinations. 

(a) Examination of weight handling 
gear will normally consist of a visual 
examination with access covers re-
moved. Suitability of the equipment 
for the service intended will be empha-
sized. Disassembly of the equipment 
will be required only when there is evi-
dence of a deficiency or an unsafe con-
dition. Non-destructive tests, such as 
radiography, ultrasonic, electronic, or 
other methods may be used if appro-
priate, however will not be required. 

§ 189.35–9 Plans. 

(a) Plans will not normally be re-
quired, however depending on the use 
of the weight handling gear, submis-
sion of plans or other technical infor-
mation may be required by the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection. Unless 
an unsafe condition is in evidence, ves-
sel operations will not be delayed while 
plans or other technical information 
are under review. Plans, when required, 
shall normally include: 

(1) One line electrical diagrams show-
ing appropriate overload protection as 
currently required by subchapter J 
(Electrical Engineering) of this chap-
ter. 

(2) Plans showing hydraulic or pneu-
matic equipment. 

(3) Stress and/or arrangement dia-
grams with supporting design calcula-
tions as appropriate to the specific 
equipment in question. 

(b) When weight handling gear is 
built to a recognized code or specifica-
tion, plans or other technical data will 
not normally be required. Purchase 
specification or vendor’s information 
may be accepted in lieu of design cal-
culations if sufficiently definitive of 
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