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Coast Guard, DHS § 189.55–5 

1 The asterisk (*) indicates items which 
may require approval by the American Bu-
reau of Shipping for vessels classed by that 
society. 

Subpart 189.55—Plan Approval 

§ 189.55–1 General. 
(a) The following list of required 

plans in § 189.55–5 is general in char-
acter, but includes all plans which nor-
mally show construction and safety 
features coming under the cognizance 
of the Coast Guard. In the case of a 
particular vessel, all of the plans enu-
merated may not be applicable and it is 
intended that only those plans and 
specifications be submitted as will 
clearly show the vessel’s arrangements, 
construction and required equipment. 

(b) In the following list of required 
plans in § 189.55–5, the items which 
must be approved by the American Bu-
reau of Shipping for vessels classed by 
that organization are indicated by an 
asterisk. When prints bearing record of 
such approval by the American Bureau 
of Shipping are forwarded to the Coast 
Guard they will in general be accepted 
as satisfactory except insofar as the 
law or the Coast Guard regulations 
contain requirements which are not 
covered by the American Bureau of 
Shipping. 

§ 189.55–5 Plans and specifications re-
quired for new construction. 

(a) General. (1) Specifications. 
(2) General arrangement plan of 

decks, holds, inner bottoms, etc., and 
including inboard and outboard profile. 

(b) Hull structure. 1 (1) * Inner bottom 
plating and framing. 

(2) *Midship section. 
(3) *Shell plating and framing. 
(4) *Stem, stern frame, and rudder. 
(5) *Structural deck plans for 

strength decks. 
(6) *Pillars and girders. 
(7) *Watertight and oiltight bulk-

heads. 
(8) *Foundations for main machinery 

and boilers. 
(9) *Arrangement of ports, doors, and 

airports in shell plating. 
(10) *Hatch coamings and covers in 

weather and watertight decks. 
(11) *Details of hinged subdivision 

watertight doors and operating gear. 

(12) *Scuppers and drains penetrating 
shell plating. 

(13) Weight handling gear when re-
quired by the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection, as provided for by § 189.35–9. 

(c) Subdivision and stability. Plans re-
quired by part 170 of this chapter. 

(d) Fire control. (1) General arrange-
ment plans showing for each deck the 
control stations, the various fire sec-
tions enclosed by fire resisting bulk-
heads, the arrangement of the alarm 
and extinguishing systems, the fire ex-
tinguishers, means of access to dif-
ferent compartments and decks and the 
ventilation system including location 
of ventilation shutdowns, positions of 
dampers and the number identifying 
each system. 

(2) Ventilation diagram including 
dampers and other fire control fea-
tures. 

(3) Details of alarm systems. 
(4) Details of extinguishing systems, 

including fire mains, carbon dioxide, 
clean agent, foam, and sprinkling sys-
tems. 

(e) Marine engineering. For plans re-
quired for marine engineering equip-
ment and systems. See Subchapter F 
(Marine Engineering) of this chapter. 

(f) Electrical engineering. For plans re-
quired for electrical engineering, 
equipment, and systems, see Sub-
chapter J (Electrical Engineering) of 
this chapter. 

(g) Lifesaving equipment. These plans 
are to show the location and arrange-
ment of embarkation decks, all over-
board discharges and projections in 
way of launching lifeboats, weights of 
lifeboats fully equipped and loaded, 
working loads of davits and winches, 
types and sizes of falls, the manufac-
turer’s name and identification for all 
equipment, and all other relevant and 
necessary information. 

(1) Arrangement of lifeboats. 
(2) Arrangement of davits. 
(3) Location and stowage of liferafts 

and buoyant apparatus. 
(h) Accommodations for crewmembers 

and scientific personnel. Arrangement 
plans showing accommodations, ven-
tilation, escapes, hospitals, and sani-
tary facilities for all crewmembers and 
scientific personnel. 

(i) Magazines and magazine vans. (1) 
All plans relating to the arrangement, 
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construction, ventilation, and fire pro-
tection system for magazines and mag-
azine vans. (The plans required for 
magazines and magazine vans to be in-
stalled or carried on a vessel after the 
vessel is in operation, are set forth in 
subpart 195.11 of this subchapter.) 

(2) Ventilation and sprinkler system 
calculations for magazines and maga-
zine vans. 

(j) For vessels of 100 meters (328 feet) 
or more in length contracted for on or 
after September 7, 1990, a plan must be 
included which shows how visibility 
from the navigation bridge will meet 
the standards contained in § 190.02–15 of 
this subchapter. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGD 79–023, 48 FR 51052, Nov. 4, 
1983; CGD 85–099, 55 FR 32249, Aug. 8, 1990; 
CGD 88–032, 56 FR 35829, July 29, 1991; 56 FR 
46354, Sept. 11, 1991; 56 FR 50754, Oct. 8, 1991; 
USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33893, June 7, 2012] 

§ 189.55–10 Plans required for alter-
ations of existing vessels. 

(a) In the event of alterations involv-
ing the safety of the vessel, the appli-
cable plans shall be submitted for ap-
proval covering the proposed work ex-
cept as modified by § 189.45–1. 

§ 189.55–15 Procedure for submittal of 
plans. 

(a) As the relative location of ship-
yards, design offices, and Coast Guard 
offices vary throughout the country, 
no specific routing will be required in 
the submittal of plans. In general, one 
of the following procedures would 
apply, but in a particular case, if a 
more expeditious procedure can be 
used, there will be no objection to its 
adoption. 

(1) The plans may be submitted to 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, in the district in which the vessel 
is to be built. This procedure will be 
most expeditious in the case of those 
offices where personnel and facilities 
are available for examination and ap-
proval of plans locally. 

(2) The plans may be submitted by 
visitors directly to the Commanding 
Officer, Marine Safety Center, U.S. 
Coast Guard, 4200 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 400, Arlington, VA 22203, or trans-
mitted by mail to: Commanding Officer 
(MSC), Attn: Marine Safety Center, 

U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7410, 4200 Wilson 
Boulevard Suite 400, Arlington, VA 
20598–7410, in a written or electronic 
format. Information for submitting the 
VSP electronically can be found at 
http://www.uscg.mil/HQ/MSC. In this 
case, the plans will be returned di-
rectly to the submitter, with a copy of 
the action being forwarded to the in-
terested Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection. 

(3) In the case of classed vessels, upon 
specific request by the submitter, the 
American Bureau of Shipping will ar-
range to forward the necessary plans to 
the Coast Guard indicating its action 
thereon. In this case, the plans will be 
returned as noted in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 189.55–15, see the List of 
CFR Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 189.55–20 Number of plans required. 
(a) Three copies of each plan are nor-

mally required so that one can be re-
turned to the submitter. If the sub-
mitter desires additional approved 
plans, a suitable number should be sub-
mitted to permit the required distribu-
tion. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1118, Jan. 27, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 69–116, 35 FR 6862 Apr. 30, 
1970] 

Subpart 189.60—Certificates Under 
International Convention for 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 

§ 189.60–1 Application. 
The provisions of this subpart shall 

apply to all oceanographic research 
vessels on an international voyage. 
(See § 188.05–10 of this subchapter.) 

[CGD 95–012, 60 FR 48052, Sept. 18, 1995; 60 FR 
50120, Sept. 28, 1995] 

§ 189.60–5 Cargo Ship Safety Construc-
tion Certificate. 

(a) All vessels on an international 
voyage are required to have a Cargo 
Ship Safety Construction Certificate. 
This certificate shall be issued by the 
U.S. Coast Guard or the American Bu-
reau of Shipping to certain vessels on 
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