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Federal Communications Commission § 74.604 

(1) Notify the licensee of the TV STL, TV 
relay station, or TV translator relay station 
in the form of a letter, via certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested; and 

(2) Send such notification not less than 30 
days in advance of the approximate date of 
commencement of such operations. 

(B) The licensee of the TV STL, TV relay 
station, or TV translator relay station must 
cease the subject operation within 30 days of 
receiving the notification pursuant to this 
section. 

(iii) By the end of the post-auction transi-
tion period, all TV STL, TV relay station 
and TV translator relay station licensees 
must modify or cancel their authorizations 
and vacate the 600 MHz band. Applications 
for TV STL, TV relay and TV translator 
relay stations in the 600 MHz band will not 
be accepted for filing on or after the end date 
for the post-auction transition period. 

(6) The licensee of a TV STL, TV relay sta-
tion, or TV translator relay station that op-
erates on the UHF spectrum that is reserved 
for guard band channels as a result of the 
broadcast television incentive auction con-
ducted under section 6403 of the Middle Class 
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Pub. 
L. 112–96) must cease operations on those fre-
quencies no later than the end of the post- 
auction transition period as defined in § 27.4 
of this chapter. The licensee of a TV STL, 
TV relay station, or TV translator relay sta-
tion may be required to cease operations on 
a date earlier than the end of the post-auc-
tion transition period if it receives a notifi-
cation pursuant to paragraph (h)(5)(ii) of this 
section. 

* * * * * 

§ 74.603 Sound channels. 
(a) The frequencies listed in § 74.602(a) 

may be used for the simultaneous 
transmission of the picture and sound 
portions of TV broadcast programs and 
for cue and order circuits, either by 
means of multiplexing or by the use of 
a separate transmitter within the same 
channel. When multiplexing of a TV 
STL station is contemplated, consider-
ation should be given to the require-
ments of § 73.687 of this Chapter regard-
ing the overall system performance re-
quirements. Applications for new TV 
pickup, TV STL, TV relay and TV 
translator relay stations shall clearly 
indicate the nature of any mutliplexing 
proposed. Multiplexing equipment may 
be installed on licensed equipment 
without authority of the FCC, provided 
the installation of such apparatus on a 
TV STL station shall not result in deg-

radation of the overall system perform-
ance of the TV broadcast station below 
that permitted by § 73.687 of this chap-
ter. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Aural STL or intercity relay sta-

tions licensed as of July 10, 1970, to op-
erate in the frequency band 942–947 
MHz, may continue to so operate pend-
ing a decision as to their disposition 
through a future rule making pro-
ceeding. 

(d) Remote pickup broadcast stations 
may be used in conjunction with tele-
vision pickup stations for the trans-
mission of the aural portion of tele-
vision programs or events that occur 
outside a television studio and for the 
transmission of cues, orders, and other 
related communications necessary 
thereto. The rules governing remote 
pickup broadcast stations are con-
tained in Subpart D of this part. 

[28 FR 13718, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 47 
FR 55936, Dec. 14, 1982; 48 FR 24385, June 1, 
1983; 68 FR 12769, Mar. 17, 2003] 

§ 74.604 Interference avoidance. 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) Where two or more licensees are 

assigned a common channel for TV 
pickup, TV STL, or TV relay purposes 
in the same area and simultaneous op-
eration is contemplated, they shall 
take such steps as may be necessary to 
avoid mutual interference, including 
consultation with the local coordina-
tion committee, if one exists. If a mu-
tual agreement to this effect cannot be 
reached, the Commission must be noti-
fied and it will take such action as may 
be necessary, including time sharing 
arrangements, to assure an equitable 
distribution of available frequencies. 

(c) For those interference disputes 
brought to the Commission for resolu-
tion, TV broadcast auxiliary channels 
will have the following priority for pur-
poses of interference protection: 

(1) All fixed links for full service 
broadcast stations and cable systems. 

(2) TV and CARS pickup stations. 
(3) Fixed or mobile stations serving 

translator or low power TV stations. 
(4) Backup facilities; TV pickup sta-

tions used outside a licensee’s local 
service area. 
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