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*Number of complete units (contract line 
item) to be shipped in carrier’s equipment. 

Contractor in accordance with the standards 
published by the Association of American 
Railroads and effective at the time of ship-
ment. 

(b) Shipments, for which the Association of 
American Railroads has published no such 
standards, shall be loaded, blocked, and 
braced in accordance with standards estab-
lished by the shipper as evidenced by written 
acceptance of an authorized representative 
of the carrier. 

(c) The Contractor shall be liable for pay-
ment of any damage to any supplies caused 
by the failure to load, block, and brace in ac-
cordance with acceptable standards set forth 
herein. 

(d) A copy of the appropriate pamphlet of 
the Association of American Railroads may 
be obtained from that Association. 

(End of clause) 

52.247–59 F.o.b. Origin—Carload and 
Truckload Shipments. 

As prescribed in 47.305–16(a), insert 
the following clause in solicitations 
and contracts when it is contemplated 
that they may result in f.o.b. origin 
contracts with shipments in carloads 
or truckloads. This will facilitate real-
istic freight cost evaluations of offers 
and ensure that contractors produce 
economical shipments of agreed size. 

F.O.B. ORIGIN—CARLOAD AND TRUCKLOAD 
SHIPMENTS (APR 1984) 

(a) The Contractor agrees that shipment 
shall be made in carload or truckload lots 
when the quantity to be delivered to any one 
destination in any delivery period pursuant 
to the contract schedule of deliveries is suffi-
cient to constitute a carload r truckload 
shipment, except as may otherwise be per-
mitted or directed, in writing, by the Con-
tracting Officer. 

(b) For evaluation purposes, the agreed 
weight of a carload or truckload shall be the 
highest applicable minimum weight that will 
result in the lowest freight rate (or per car 
charge) on file or published in common car-
rier tariffs or tenders as of the date of bid 
opening (or the closing date specified for re-
ceipt of proposals). 

(c) For purposes of actual delivery, the 
agreed weight of a carload or truckload will 
be the highest applicable minimum weight 
that will result in the lowest possible freight 
rate (or per car charge) on file or published 
as of date of shipment. 

(d) If the total weight of any scheduled 
quantity to a destination is less than the 
highest carload/truckload minimum weight 
used for evaluation of offers, the Contractor 
agrees to ship such scheduled quantity in 
one shipment. 

(e) The Contractor shall be liable to the 
Government for any increased costs to the 
Government resulting from failure to com-
ply with the above requirements. 

(End of clause) 

52.247–60 Guaranteed Shipping Char-
acteristics. 

As prescribed in 47.305–16(b)(1), insert 
the following clause: 

GUARANTEED SHIPPING CHARACTERISTICS 
(DEC 1989) 

(a) The offeror is requested to complete 
subparagraph (a)(1) of this clause, for each 
part or component which is packed or pack-
aged separately. This information will be 
used to determine transportation costs for 
evaluation purposes. If the offeror does not 
furnish sufficient data in subparagraph (a)(1) 
of this clause, to permit determination by 
the Government of the item shipping costs, 
evaluation will be based on the shipping 
characteristics submitted by the offeror 
whose offer produces the highest transpor-
tation costs or in the absence thereof, by the 
Contracting Officer’s best estimate of the ac-
tual transportation costs. If the item ship-
ping costs, based on the actual shipping 
characteristics, exceed the item shipping 
costs used for evaluation purposes, the Con-
tractor agrees that the contract price shall 
be reduced by an amount equal to the dif-
ference between the transportation costs ac-
tually incurred, and the costs which would 
have been incurred if the evaluated shipping 
characteristics had been accurate. 

(1) To be completed by the offeror: 
(i) Type of container: Wood Box ll, Fiber 

Box ll, Barrel ll, Reel ll, Drum ll, 
Other (Specify) ll; 

(ii) Shipping configuration: Knocked-down 
ll, Set-up ll, Nested ll, Other (specify) 
ll; 

(iii) Size of container ll″ (Length), × ll″ 
(Width), × ll″ (Height) = ll Cubic FT; 

(iv) Number of items per container ll 

Each; 
(v) Gross weight of container and 

contentsll LBS 
(vi) Palletized/skidded ll Yes ll No; 
(vii) Number of containers per pallet/skid 

ll; 
(viii) Weight of empty pallet bottom/skid 

and sidesll LBS; 
(ix) Size of pallet/skid and contents ll 

LBS Cube ll; 
(x) Number of containers or pallets/skid 

per railcar ll*— 
Size of railcar ll 

Type of railcar ll 
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(xi) Number of containers or pallets/skids 
per trailer ll*— 

Size of trailer ll FT 
Type of trailer ll 

(2) To be completed by the Government 
after evaluation but before contract award: 

(i) Rate used in evaluation ll; 
(ii) Tender/Tariff ll; 
(iii) Item ll; 
(b) The guaranteed shipping characteris-

tics requested in subparagraph (a)(1) of this 
clause do not establish actual transportation 
requirements, which are specified elsewhere 
in this solicitation. The guaranteed shipping 
characteristics will be used only for the pur-
pose of evaluating offers and establishing 
any liability of the successful offeror for in-
creased transportation costs resulting from 
actual shipping characteristics which differ 
from those used for evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this clause. 

(End of clause) 

[54 FR 48997, Nov. 28, 1989; 55 FR 30, Jan. 2, 
1990] 

52.247–61 F.o.b. Origin—Minimum Size 
of Shipments. 

As prescribed in 47.305–16(c), insert 
the following clause in solicitations 
and contracts when volume rates may 
apply: 

F.O.B. ORIGIN—MINIMUM SIZE OF SHIPMENTS 
(APR 1984) 

The Contractor agrees that shipment will 
be made in carload and truckload lots when 
the quantity to be delivered to any one des-
tination in any delivery period pursuant to 
the contract schedule of deliveries is suffi-
cient to constitute a carload or truckload 
shipment, except as may otherwise be per-
mitted or directed in writing by the Con-
tracting Officer. The agreed weight of a car-
load or truckload will be the highest applica-
ble minimum weight which will result in the 
lowest freight rate (or per car charge) on file 
or published in common carrier tariffs or 
tenders as of date of shipment. In the event 
the total weight of any scheduled quantity 
to a destination is less than the highest car-
load/truckload minimum weight, the Con-
tractor agrees to ship such scheduled quan-
tity in one shipment. The Contractor shall 
be liable to the Government for any in-
creased costs to the Government resulting 
from failure to comply with the above re-
quirements. This liability shall not attach if 
supplies are outsized or of such nature that 
they cannot be loaded at the highest min-
imum weight bracket. 

(End of clause) 

52.247–62 Specific Quantities Un-
known. 

As prescribed in 47.305–16(d)(2), insert 
the following clause in solicitations 
and contracts when total requirements 
and destinations to which shipments 
will be made are known, but the spe-
cific quantity to be shipped to each 
destination cannot be predetermined. 
This clause protects the interests of 
both the Government and the con-
tractor during the course of the per-
formance of the contract. 

SPECIFIC QUANTITIES UNKNOWN (APR 1984) 

(a) For the purpose of evaluating f.o.b. des-
tination offers, the Government estimates 
that the quantity specified will be shipped to 
the destinations indicated: 

Estimated quantity Destination 

(b) If the quantity shipped to each destina-
tion varies from the quantity estimated, and 
if the variation results in a change in the 
transportation costs, appropriate adjustment 
shall be made. 

(End of clause) 

52.247–63 Preference for U.S.-Flag Air 
Carriers. 

As prescribed in 47.405, insert the fol-
lowing clause: 

PREFERENCE FOR U.S.-FLAG AIR CARRIERS 
(JUN 2003) 

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause— 
International air transportation means 

transportation by air between a place in the 
United States and a place outside the United 
States or between two places both of which 
are outside the United States. 

United States means the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and outlying areas. 

U.S.-flag air carrier means an air carrier 
holding a certificate under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 
411. 

(b) Section 5 of the International Air 
Transportation Fair Competitive Practices 
Act of 1974 (49 U.S.C. 40118) (Fly America 
Act) requires that all Federal agencies and 
Government contractors and subcontractors 
use U.S.-flag air carriers for U.S. Govern-
ment-financed international air transpor-
tation of personnel (and their personal ef-
fects) or property, to the extent that service 
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