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privity of contract. When a subcon-
tractor or supplier exercises its right 
to transact validation matters directly 
with the Government, contracting offi-
cers shall deal directly with such per-
sons, as provided at 227.7203–13(c) for 
computer software and 227.7103–13(c)(3) 
for computer software documentation 
(technical data). 

(c) Require prime contractors whose 
contracts include the following clauses 
to include those clauses, without modi-
fication except for appropriate identi-
fication of the parties, in contracts 
with subcontractors or suppliers who 
will be furnishing computer software in 
response to a Government requirement 
(see 227.7103–15(c) for clauses required 
when subcontractors or suppliers will 
be furnishing computer software docu-
mentation (technical data)): 

(1) 252.227–7014, Rights in Non-
commercial Computer Software and 
Noncommercial Computer Software 
Documentation; 

(2) 252.227–7019, Validation of As-
serted Restrictions—Computer Soft-
ware; 

(3) 252.227–7025, Limitations on the 
Use or Disclosure of Government Fur-
nished Information Marked with Re-
strictive Legends; and 

(4) 252.227–7028, Technical Data or 
Computer Software Previously Deliv-
ered to the Government. 

(d) Do not require contractors to 
have their subcontractors or suppliers 
at any tier relinquish rights in tech-
nical data to the contractor, a higher 
tier subcontractor, or to the Govern-
ment, as a condition for award of any 
contract, subcontract, purchase order, 
or similar instrument except for the 
rights obtained by the Government 
under the provisions of the Rights in 
Noncommercial Computer Software 
and Noncommercial Computer Soft-
ware Documentation clause contained 
in the contractor’s contract with the 
Government. 

[56 FR 36389, July 31, 1991, as amended at 76 
FR 76320, Dec. 7, 2011] 

227.7203–16 Providing computer soft-
ware or computer software docu-
mentation to foreign governments, 
foreign contractors, or inter-
national organizations. 

Computer software or computer soft-
ware documentation may be released 
or disclosed to foreign governments, 
foreign contractors, or international 
organizations only if release or disclo-
sure is otherwise permitted both by 
Federal export controls and other na-
tional security laws or regulations. 
Subject to such laws and regulations, 
the Department of Defense— 

(a) May release or disclose computer 
software or computer software docu-
mentation in which it has obtained un-
limited rights to such foreign entities 
or authorize the use of such data by 
those entities; and 

(b) Shall not release or disclose com-
puter software or computer software 
documentation for which restrictions 
on use, release, or disclosure have been 
asserted to such foreign entities or au-
thorize the use of such data by those 
entities, unless the intended recipient 
is subject to the same provisions as in-
cluded in the use and non-disclosure 
agreement at 227.7103–7 and the re-
quirements of the clause at 252.227–7014, 
Rights in Noncommercial Computer 
Software and Noncommercial Com-
puter Software Documentation, gov-
erning use, modification, reproduction, 
release, performance, display, or dis-
closure of such data have been satis-
fied. 

227.7203–17 Overseas contracts with 
foreign sources. 

(a) The clause at 252.227–7032, Rights 
in Technical Data and Computer Soft-
ware (Foreign), may be used in con-
tracts with foreign contractors to be 
performed overseas, except Canadian 
purchases (see paragraph (c) of this 
subsection) in lieu of the clause at 
252.227–7014, Rights in Noncommercial 
Computer Software and Noncommer-
cial Computer Software Documenta-
tion, when the Government requires 
the unrestricted right to use, modify, 
reproduce, release, perform, display, or 
disclose all computer software or com-
puter software documentation to be de-
livered under the contract. Do not use 
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the clause in contracts for special 
works. 

(b) When the Government does not 
require unlimited rights, the clause at 
252.227–7032 may be modified to accom-
modate the needs of a specific overseas 
procurement situation. The Govern-
ment should obtain rights to the com-
puter software or computer software 
documentation that are not less than 
the rights the Government would have 
obtained under the software rights 
clause(s) prescribed in this part for a 
comparable procurement performed 
within the United States or its out-
lying areas. 

(c) Contracts for Canadian purchases 
shall include the appropriate software 
rights clause prescribed in this part for 
a comparable procurement performed 
within the United States or its out-
lying areas. 

[56 FR 36389, July 31, 1991, as amended at 70 
FR 35545, June 21, 2005] 

227.7204 Contracts under the Small 
Business Innovation Research Pro-
gram. 

When contracting under the Small 
Business Innovation Research Pro-
gram, follow the procedures at 227–7104. 

[56 FR 36389, July 31, 1991, as amended at 76 
FR 3537, Jan. 20, 2011] 

227.7205 Contracts for special works. 
(a) Use the clause at 252.227–7020, 

Rights in Special Works, in solicita-
tions and contracts where the Govern-
ment has a specific need to control the 
distribution of computer software or 
computer software documentation first 
produced, created, or generated in the 
performance of a contract and required 
to be delivered under that contract, in-
cluding controlling distribution by ob-
taining an assignment of copyright, or 
a specific need to obtain indemnity for 
liabilities that may arise out of the 
creation, delivery, use, modification, 
reproduction, release, performance, 
display, or disclosure of such software 
or documentation. Use the clause— 

(1) In lieu of the clause at 252.227– 
7014, Rights in Noncommercial Com-
puter Software and Noncommercial 
Computer Software Documentation, 
when the Government must own or 
control copyright in all computer soft-
ware or computer software documenta-

tion first produced, created, or gen-
erated and required to be delivered 
under a contract; or 

(2) In addition to the clause at 
252.227–7014 when the Government must 
own or control copyright in some of 
the computer software or computer 
software documentation first produced, 
created, or generated and required to 
be delivered under a contract. The spe-
cific software or documentation in 
which the Government must own or 
control copyright must be identified in 
a special contract requirement. 

(b) Although the Government obtains 
an assignment of copyright and unlim-
ited rights in the computer software or 
computer software documentation de-
livered as a special work under the 
clause at 252.227–7020, the contractor 
retains use and disclosure rights in 
that software or documentation. If the 
Government needs to restrict a con-
tractor’s rights to use or disclose a spe-
cial work, it must also negotiate a spe-
cial license which specifically restricts 
the contractor’s use or disclosure 
rights. 

(c) The clause at 252.227–7020 does not 
permit a contractor to incorporate into 
a special work any work copyrighted 
by others unless the contractor obtains 
the contracting officer’s permission to 
do so and obtains for the Government a 
non-exclusive, paid up, world-wide li-
cense to make and distribute copies of 
that work, to prepare derivative works, 
to perform or display any portion of 
that work, and to permit others to do 
so for government purposes. Grant per-
mission only when the Government’s 
requirements cannot be satisfied unless 
the third party work is included in the 
deliverable work. 

(d) Examples of other works which 
may be procured under the clause at 
252.227–7020 include, but are not limited 
to, audiovisual works, scripts, sound-
tracks, musical compositions, and ad-
aptations; histories of departments, 
agencies, services or units thereof; sur-
veys of Government establishments; in-
structional works or guidance to Gov-
ernment officers and employees on the 
discharge of their official duties; re-
ports, books, studies, surveys or simi-
lar documents; collections of data con-
taining information pertaining to indi-
viduals that, if disclosed, would violate 
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