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(b) In award documents, the con-
tracting officer must include, or incor-
porate by reference, an identification
of the specific products that the con-
tractor is to furnish. The identification
must include any brand name and
make or model number, descriptive
material, and any modifications of
brand name products specified in the
bid. This requirement also applies
when the descriptions of the end items
contain ‘‘brand name or equal’ pur-
chase descriptions of component parts
or of accessories related to the end
item, and the clause at 852.211-73,
Brand name or equal, was applied to
the component parts or accessories (see
811.104-72).

811.104-75 Procedure for negotiated
procurements.

(a) The specification writer and con-
tracting officer must use the policies
and procedures prescribed in 811.104-70
through 811.104-74 as a guide in devel-
oping adequate purchase descriptions
for negotiated procurements.

(b) The contracting officer may adapt
the clause at 852.211-73, Brand name or
equal, for use in negotiated procure-
ments. When use of the clause is not
practical (as may be the case in un-
usual and compelling urgency pur-
chases), the contracting officer must
inform suppliers that proposals offer-
ing products different from the prod-
ucts referenced by brand name will be
considered if the contracting officer de-
termines that the offered products are
equal in all material respects to the
products referenced. The contracting
officer must place decisions under this
paragraph in writing for the contract
file, as appropriate.

811.105 Items peculiar to one manu-
facturer.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, the specification
writer must write specifications in ac-
cordance with FAR 11.002.

(b)(1) When the specification writer
determines that a particular physical
or functional characteristic of only one
product will meet the minimum re-
quirements of VA (see FAR 11.105) or
that a ‘“‘brand name or equal’ purchase
description must be used (see FAR
11.104), the specification writer must
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identify the item(s) for the contracting
officer and do one of the following:

(i) Provide a full written justification
of the reason the particular char-
acteristic is essential to the Govern-
ment’s requirements.

(ii) Explain why the ‘“‘brand name or
equal”’ purchase description is nec-
essary.

(2) The contracting officer makes the
final determination whether restrictive
specifications or ‘‘brand name or
equal’’ purchase descriptions will be in-
cluded in the solicitation.

811.107 Contract clauses.

(a) Insert the clause at 852.211-70,
Service data manuals, paragraph (a), in
solicitations and requests for proposals
for technical medical and other tech-
nical equipment and devices issued by
a field facility unless the facility Chief,
Engineering Service, indicates that the
service data manuals are not needed.
The purpose of the clause is to require
the manufacturer to provide VA a man-
ual or groups of manuals that will
allow for the in-house repair of the
equipment purchased.

(b) Insert the clause at 852.211-70,
Service data manuals, paragraph (b), in
solicitations and requests for proposals
for mechanical equipment (other than
technical medical and other technical
equipment and devices) issued by a
field station.

Subpart 811.2—Using and Main-
taining Requirements Docu-
ments

811.202 Maintenance of standardiza-
tion documents.

(a) Military and departmental specifica-
tions. Contracting officers may, when it
is advantageous to VA, use these speci-
fications when procuring supplies and
equipment costing less than the sim-
plified acquisition threshold. When
purchasing items of perishable subsist-
ence, contracting officers may take
into account only those exemptions set
forth in paragraphs (b)(2) and (b)(3) of
this section.

(b) Nutrition and food service specifica-
tions. (1) VA has adopted for use in the
procurement of packinghouse products
the purchase descriptions and speci-
fications set forth in the Institutional
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Meat Purchase Specifications (IMPS)
and the IMPS General Requirements,
which have been developed by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Purchase
descriptions and specifications for
dairy products, poultry, eggs, fresh and
frozen fruits and vegetables, as well as
certain packinghouse products selected
from the IMPS especially for VA use,
are contained in Part IV of the Federal
Supply Catalog, Stock List, FSC Group
89, Subsistence, Publication No. C8900-
SL.

(2) The military specifications for
meat and meat products contained in
Part IV of the Federal Supply Catalog,
Stock List, FSC Group 89, Subsistence,
must be used by VA only when pur-
chasing such items of subsistence from
the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA).
Military specifications for poultry,
eggs, and egg products contained in
Part IV of the Federal Supply Catalog,
Stock List, FSC Group 89, Subsistence,
may be used when purchasing either
from DLA or from local dealers.

(3) Except as authorized in part 846, a
contracting officer must not deviate
from the specifications contained in
Part IV of the Federal Supply Catalog,
Stock List, FSC Group 89, Subsistence,
and the IMPS without prior approval
from the DSPE.

(4) Items of meat, cured pork and
poultry purchased under the Subsist-
ence Prime Vendor national contract
or other local procurement sources
should be purchased via Commercial
Item Descriptions (CID) that require
all products meet USDA Grading
standards and/or the IMPS as applica-
ble.

(c) Department of Veterans Affairs spec-
ifications. (1) The Director, Publica-
tions Staff, is responsible for devel-
oping, publishing, and distributing VA
specifications covering printing and
binding.

(2) VA specifications, as they are re-
vised, are placed in stock in the VA
Forms and Publications depot. The
contracting officer may requisition fa-
cility requirements for these specifica-
tions from that source.

(d) Government paper specification
standards. (1) Invitations for bids, re-
quests for proposals, purchase orders,
or other procurement instruments cov-
ering the purchase of paper stocks to

811.501

be used in duplicating or printing, or
which specify the paper stocks to be
used in buying printing, binding, or du-
plicating, must require that the paper
stocks be in accordance with the Gov-
ernment Paper Specification Standards
issued by the Congressional Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

(2) All binding or rebinding of books,
magazines, pamphlets, newspapers, slip
cases, and boxes must be procured in
accordance with Government Printing
Office (GPO) specifications and must be
procured from the servicing GPO Re-
gional Printing Procurement Office or,
when appropriate, from commercial
sources.

(3) There are three types of binding/
rebinding: Class A (hard cover); Perfect
(glued); and Lumbinding (sewn). The
most suitable type of binding must be
procured to satisfy the requirements,
based upon the intended use of the
bound material.

811.204 Contract clause.

Insert the clause at 852.211-75, Prod-
uct specifications when product speci-
fications are cited in an invitation for
bids or a request for proposals.

Subpart 811.4—Delivery or
Performance Schedules

811.404 Contract clause.

When delivery is required by or on a
particular date for f.o.b. destination
contracts, the contracting officer must
add a statement following the Time of
Delivery clause in FAR 52.211-8 that
the delivery date specified is the date
by which the shipment is to be deliv-
ered, not the shipping date. In f.0.b. or-
igin contracts, the contracting officer
must add a statement following this
clause that the date specified is the
date shipment is to be accepted by the
carrier.

Subpart 811.5—Liquidated
Damages

811.501 Policy.

The contracting officer must not rou-
tinely include a liquidated damages
provision in supply or construction
contracts, regardless of dollar amount.
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