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Department of Energy 917.7201–1 

participation in kind, and similar con-
cepts. 

917.7001 Policy. 
(a) When DOE supports performer re-

search, development, and/or dem-
onstration efforts, where the principal 
purpose is ultimate commercialization 
and utilization of the technologies by 
the private sector, and when there are 
reasonable expectations that the per-
former will receive present or future 
economic benefits beyond the instant 
contract as a result of performance of 
the effort, it is DOE policy to obtain 
cost participation. Full funding may be 
provided for early phases of develop-
ment programs when the technological 
problems are still great. 

(b) In making the determination to 
obtain cost participation, and evalu-
ating present and future economic ben-
efits to the performer, DOE will con-
sider the technical feasibility, pro-
jected economic viability, societal and 
political acceptability of commercial 
application, as well as possible effects 
of other DOE-supported projects in 
competing technologies. 

(c) The propriety, manner, and 
amount of cost participation must be 
decided on a case-by-case basis. 

(d) Cost participation is required for 
demonstration projects unless exempt-
ed by the Under Secretary. Demonstra-
tion projects, pursuant to this subpart, 
include demonstrations of techno-
logical advances and field demonstra-
tions of new methods and procedures, 
and demonstrations of prototype com-
mercial applications for the explo-
ration, development, production, trans-
portation, conversion, and utilization 
of energy resources. 

Subpart 917.72—Program Oppor-
tunity Notices for Commercial 
Demonstrations 

SOURCE: 61 FR 41706, Aug. 9, 1996, unless 
otherwise noted. 

917.7200 Scope of subpart. 
(a) This subpart discusses the policy 

for the use of a program opportunity 
notice solicitation approach to accel-
erate the demonstration of the tech-
nical feasibility and commercial appli-

cation of all potentially beneficial non-
nuclear energy sources and utilization 
technologies. 

(b) This subpart applies to dem-
onstrations performed by individuals, 
educational institutions, commercial 
or industrial organizations, or other 
private entities, public entities, includ-
ing State and local governments, but 
not other Federal agencies. For pur-
poses of this subpart, commercial dem-
onstration projects include demonstra-
tions of technological advances, field 
demonstrations of new methods and 
procedures, and demonstration of pro-
totype commercial applications for the 
exploration, development, production, 
transportation, conversion, and utiliza-
tion of non-nuclear energy resources. 

[61 FR 41706, Aug. 9, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 36365, July 22, 2009; 76 FR 7693, Feb. 11, 
2011] 

917.7201 Policy. 

917.7201–1 General. 

(a) It is DOE’s intent to encourage 
the submission of proposals to accel-
erate the demonstration of the tech-
nical, operational, economic, and com-
mercial feasibility and environmental 
acceptability of particular energy tech-
nologies, systems, subsystems, and 
components. Program opportunity no-
tices will be used to provide informa-
tion concerning scientific and techno-
logical areas encompassed by DOE’s 
programs. DOE shall, from time to 
time, issue program opportunity no-
tices for proposals for demonstrations 
of various forms of non-nuclear energy 
and technology utilization. 

(b) Each program opportunity notice 
shall as a minimum describe: the goal 
of the intended demonstration effort; 
the time schedule for award; evalua-
tion criteria; program policy factors; 
the amount of cost detail required; and 
proposal submission information. Pro-
gram policy factors are those factors 
which, while not appropriate indicators 
of a proposal’s individual merit (i.e., 
technical excellence, proposer’s ability, 
cost, etc.), are relevant and essential to 
the process of choosing which of the 
proposals received will, taken together, 
best achieve the program objectives. 
All such factors shall be predetermined 
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