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transfer point and the transfer point is 
located above water, the operator must 
depict the transfer point on a sche-
matic maintained near the transfer 
point. If a transfer point is located 
subsea, the operator must identify the 
transfer point on a schematic which 
must be maintained at the nearest up-
stream facility and provided to PHMSA 
upon request. For those cases in which 
adjoining operators have not agreed on 
a transfer point by September 15, 1998 
the Regional Director and the MMS 
Regional Supervisor will make a joint 
determination of the transfer point. 

[Amdt. 195–59, 62 FR 61695, Nov. 19, 1997, as 
amended at 70 FR 11140, Mar. 8, 2005] 

§ 195.10 Responsibility of operator for 
compliance with this part. 

An operator may make arrangements 
with another person for the perform-
ance of any action required by this 
part. However, the operator is not 
thereby relieved from the responsi-
bility for compliance with any require-
ment of this part. 

§ 195.11 What is a regulated rural 
gathering line and what require-
ments apply? 

Each operator of a regulated rural 
gathering line, as defined in paragraph 
(a) of this section, must comply with 
the safety requirements described in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(a) Definition. As used in this section, 
a regulated rural gathering line means 
an onshore gathering line in a rural 
area that meets all of the following cri-
teria— 

(1) Has a nominal diameter from 65⁄8 
inches (168 mm) to 85⁄8 inches (219.1 
mm); 

(2) Is located in or within one-quarter 
mile (.40 km) of an unusually sensitive 
area as defined in § 195.6; and 

(3) Operates at a maximum pressure 
established under § 195.406 cor-
responding to— 

(i) A stress level greater than 20-per-
cent of the specified minimum yield 
strength of the line pipe; or 

(ii) If the stress level is unknown or 
the pipeline is not constructed with 
steel pipe, a pressure of more than 125 
psi (861 kPa) gage. 

(b) Safety requirements. Each operator 
must prepare, follow, and maintain 

written procedures to carry out the re-
quirements of this section. Except for 
the requirements in paragraphs (b)(2), 
(b)(3), (b)(9) and (b)(10) of this section, 
the safety requirements apply to all 
materials of construction. 

(1) Identify all segments of pipeline 
meeting the criteria in paragraph (a) of 
this section before April 3, 2009. 

(2) For steel pipelines constructed, 
replaced, relocated, or otherwise 
changed after July 3, 2009, design, in-
stall, construct, initially inspect, and 
initially test the pipeline in compli-
ance with this part, unless the pipeline 
is converted under § 195.5. 

(3) For non-steel pipelines con-
structed after July 3, 2009, notify the 
Administrator according to § 195.8. 

(4) Beginning no later than January 
3, 2009, comply with the reporting re-
quirements in subpart B of this part. 

(5) Establish the maximum operating 
pressure of the pipeline according to 
§ 195.406 before transportation begins, 
or if the pipeline exists on July 3, 2008, 
before July 3, 2009. 

(6) Install line markers according to 
§ 195.410 before transportation begins, 
or if the pipeline exists on July 3, 2008, 
before July 3, 2009. Continue to main-
tain line markers in compliance with 
§ 195.410. 

(7) Establish a continuing public edu-
cation program in compliance with 
§ 195.440 before transportation begins, 
or if the pipeline exists on July 3, 2008, 
before January 3, 2010. Continue to 
carry out such program in compliance 
with § 195.440. 

(8) Establish a damage prevention 
program in compliance with § 195.442 
before transportation begins, or if the 
pipeline exists on July 3, 2008, before 
July 3, 2009. Continue to carry out such 
program in compliance with § 195.442. 

(9) For steel pipelines, comply with 
subpart H of this part, except corrosion 
control is not required for pipelines ex-
isting on July 3, 2008 before July 3, 
2011. 

(10) For steel pipelines, establish and 
follow a comprehensive and effective 
program to continuously identify oper-
ating conditions that could contribute 
to internal corrosion. The program 
must include measures to prevent and 
mitigate internal corrosion, such as 
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cleaning the pipeline and using inhibi-
tors. This program must be established 
before transportation begins or if the 
pipeline exists on July 3, 2008, before 
July 3, 2009. 

(11) To comply with the Operator 
Qualification program requirements in 
subpart G of this part, have a written 
description of the processes used to 
carry out the requirements in § 195.505 
to determine the qualification of per-
sons performing operations and main-
tenance tasks. These processes must be 
established before transportation be-
gins or if the pipeline exists on July 3, 
2008, before July 3, 2009. 

(c) New unusually sensitive areas. If, 
after July 3, 2008, a new unusually sen-
sitive area is identified and a segment 
of pipeline becomes regulated as a re-
sult, except for the requirements of 
paragraphs (b)(9) and (b)(10) of this sec-
tion, the operator must implement the 
requirements in paragraphs (b)(2) 
through (b)(11) of this section for the 
affected segment within 6 months of 
identification. For steel pipelines, com-
ply with the deadlines in paragraph 
(b)(9) and (b)(10). 

(d) Record Retention. An operator 
must maintain records demonstrating 
compliance with each requirement ac-
cording to the following schedule. 

(1) An operator must maintain the 
segment identification records required 
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section and 
the records required to comply with 
(b)(10) of this section, for the life of the 
pipe. 

(2) An operator must maintain the 
records necessary to demonstrate com-
pliance with each requirement in para-
graphs (b)(2) through (b)(9), and (b)(11) 
of this section according to the record 
retention requirements of the ref-
erenced section or subpart. 

[73 FR 31644, June 3, 2008] 

§ 195.12 What requirements apply to 
low-stress pipelines in rural areas? 

(a) General. This Section sets forth 
the requirements for each category of 
low-stress pipeline in a rural area set 
forth in paragraph (b) of this Section. 
This Section does not apply to a rural 
low-stress pipeline regulated under this 
Part as a low-stress pipeline that 
crosses a waterway currently used for 

commercial navigation; these pipelines 
are regulated pursuant to § 195.1(a)(2). 

(b) Categories. An operator of a rural 
low-stress pipeline must meet the ap-
plicable requirements and compliance 
deadlines for the category of pipeline 
set forth in paragraph (c) of this Sec-
tion. For purposes of this Section, a 
rural low-stress pipeline is a Category 
1, 2, or 3 pipeline based on the following 
criteria: 

(1) A Category 1 rural low-stress pipe-
line: 

(i) Has a nominal diameter of 85⁄8 
inches (219.1 mm) or more; 

(ii) Is located in or within one-half 
mile (.80 km) of an unusually sensitive 
area (USA) as defined in § 195.6; and 

(iii) Operates at a maximum pressure 
established under § 195.406 cor-
responding to: 

(A) A stress level equal to or less 
than 20-percent of the specified min-
imum yield strength of the line pipe; or 

(B) If the stress level is unknown or 
the pipeline is not constructed with 
steel pipe, a pressure equal to or less 
than 125 psi (861 kPa) gauge. 

(2) A Category 2 rural pipeline: 
(i) Has a nominal diameter of less 

than 85⁄8 inches (219.1mm); 
(ii) Is located in or within one-half 

mile (.80 km) of an unusually sensitive 
area (USA) as defined in § 195.6; and 

(iii) Operates at a maximum pressure 
established under § 195.406 cor-
responding to: 

(A) A stress level equal to or less 
than 20-percent of the specified min-
imum yield strength of the line pipe; or 

(B) If the stress level is unknown or 
the pipeline is not constructed with 
steel pipe, a pressure equal to or less 
than 125 psi (861 kPa) gage. 

(3) A Category 3 rural low-stress pipe-
line: 

(i) Has a nominal diameter of any 
size and is not located in or within one- 
half mile (.80 km) of an unusually sen-
sitive area (USA) as defined in § 195.6; 
and 

(ii) Operates at a maximum pressure 
established under § 195.406 cor-
responding to a stress level equal to or 
less than 20-percent of the specified 
minimum yield strength of the line 
pipe; or 

(iii) If the stress level is unknown or 
the pipeline is not constructed with 
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