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seat deterioration in accordance with 
paragraph (d)(1) of this section. 

(h) Training. The track owner shall 
provide annual training in handling 
rail seat deterioration exceptions to all 
persons designated as fully qualified 
under § 213.7 and whose territories are 
subject to the requirements of § 213.234. 
At a minimum, the training shall ad-
dress the following: 

(1) Interpretation and handling of the 
exception reports generated by the 
automated inspection measurement 
system; 

(2) Locating and verifying exceptions 
in the field and required remedial ac-
tion; and 

(3) Recordkeeping requirements. 

[76 FR 18086, Apr. 1, 2011, as amended at 76 
FR 55825, Sept. 9, 2011] 

§ 213.235 Inspection of switches, track 
crossings, and lift rail assemblies or 
other transition devices on move-
able bridges. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, each switch, turn-
out, track crossing, and moveable 
bridge lift rail assembly or other tran-
sition device shall be inspected on foot 
at least monthly. 

(b) Each switch in Classes 3 through 
5 track that is held in position only by 
the operating mechanism and one con-
necting rod shall be operated to all of 
its positions during one inspection in 
every 3 month period. 

(c) In the case of track that is used 
less than once a month, each switch, 
turnout, track crossing, and moveable 
bridge lift rail assembly or other tran-
sition device shall be inspected on foot 
before it is used. 

§ 213.237 Inspection of rail. 
(a) In addition to the inspections re-

quired by § 213.233, each track owner 
shall conduct internal rail inspections 
sufficient to maintain service failure 
rates per rail inspection segment in ac-
cordance with this paragraph (a) for a 
12-month period, as determined by the 
track owner and calculated within 45 
days of the end of the period. These 
rates shall not include service failures 
that occur in rail that has been re-
placed through rail relay since the 
time of the service failure. Rail used to 
repair a service failure defect is not 

considered relayed rail. The service 
failure rates shall not exceed— 

(1) 0.1 service failure per year per 
mile of track for all Class 4 and 5 
track; 

(2) 0.09 service failure per year per 
mile of track for all Class 3, 4, and 5 
track that carries regularly-scheduled 
passenger trains or is a hazardous ma-
terials route; and 

(3) 0.08 service failure per year per 
mile of track for all Class 3, 4, and 5 
track that carries regularly-scheduled 
passenger trains and is a hazardous 
materials route. 

(b) Each rail inspection segment 
shall be designated by the track owner 
no later than March 25, 2014 for track 
that is Class 4 or 5 track, or Class 3 
track that carries regularly-scheduled 
passenger trains or is a hazardous ma-
terials route and is used to determine 
the milepost limits for the individual 
rail inspection frequency. 

(1) To change the designation of a 
rail inspection segment or to establish 
a new segment pursuant to this sec-
tion, a track owner must submit a de-
tailed request to the FRA Associate 
Administrator for Railroad Safety/ 
Chief Safety Officer (Associate Admin-
istrator). Within 30 days of receipt of 
the submission, FRA will review the 
request. FRA will approve, disapprove, 
or conditionally approve the submitted 
request, and will provide written notice 
of its determination. 

(2) The track owner’s existing des-
ignation shall remain in effect until 
the track owner’s new designation is 
approved or conditionally approved by 
FRA. 

(3) The track owner shall, upon re-
ceipt of FRA’s approval or conditional 
approval, establish the designation’s 
effective date. The track owner shall 
advise in writing FRA and all affected 
railroad employees of the effective 
date. 

(c) Internal rail inspections on Class 
4 and 5 track, or Class 3 track with reg-
ularly-scheduled passenger trains or 
that is a hazardous materials route, 
shall not exceed a time interval of 370 
days between inspections or a tonnage 
interval of 30 million gross tons (mgt) 
between inspections, whichever is 
shorter. Internal rail inspections on 
Class 3 track that is without regularly- 
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