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(c) Upon reaching the location where an 
absolute block has been established in ad-
vance of the train, as referenced in para-
graph (b) of this section, the train may pro-
ceed at speeds not to exceed the following: 

(1) If no block signal system is in operation 
and the train is a passenger train, 59 miles 
per hour; 

(2) If no block signal system is in operation 
and the train is a freight train, 49 miles per 
hour; and 

(3) If a block signal system is in operation, 
79 miles per hour. 

§ 236.568 Difference between speeds 
authorized by roadway signal and 
cab signal; action required. 

If for any reason a cab signal author-
izes a speed different from that author-
ized by a roadway signal, when a train 
enters the block governed by such 
roadway signal, the lower speed shall 
not be exceeded. 

INSPECTION AND TESTS; ROADWAY 

§ 236.576 Roadway element. 
Roadway elements, except track cir-

cuits, including those for test purposes, 
shall be gaged monthly for height and 
alinement, and shall be tested at least 
every 6 months. 

§ 236.577 Test, acknowledgement, and 
cut-in circuits. 

Test, acknowledgement, and cut-in 
circuits shall be tested at least once 
every twelve months. 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984] 

INSPECTION AND TESTS; LOCOMOTIVE 

§ 236.586 Daily or after trip test. 
(a) Except where tests prescribed by 

§ 236.588 are performed at intervals of 
not more than 2 months, each loco-
motive equipped with an automatic cab 
signal or train stop or train control de-
vice operating in equipped territory 
shall be inspected for damage to the 
equipment and tested at least once 
each calendar day or within 24 hours 
before departure upon each trip. 

(b) Each equipped locomotive shall be 
tested to determine the locomotive 
equipment is responsive to the wayside 
equipment and shall be cycled to deter-
mine the device functions as intended. 

(c) Each locomotive equipped with 
intermittent inductive automatic train 
stop or non-coded continuous inductive 

automatic train stop or non-coded con-
tinuous inductive automatic train con-
trol device shall be tested to determine 
that the pickup of the device is within 
specified limits. 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984] 

§ 236.587 Departure test. 
(a) The automatic train stop, train 

control, or cab signal apparatus on 
each locomotive, except a locomotive 
or a multiple-unit car equipped with 
mechanical trip stop, shall be tested 
using one of the following methods: 

(1) Operation over track elements; 
(2) Operation over test circuit; 
(3) Use of portable test equipment; or 
(4) Use of onboard test device. 
(b) The test shall be made on depar-

ture of the locomotive from its initial 
terminal unless that apparatus will be 
cut out between the initial terminal 
and the equipped territory. If the appa-
ratus is cut out between the initial ter-
minal and the equipped territory the 
test shall be made prior to entering 
equipped territory. 

(c) If a locomotive makes more than 
one trip in any 24-hour period, only one 
departure test is required in such 24- 
hour period. 

(d)(1) Whoever performs the test shall 
certify in writing that such test was 
properly performed. The certification 
and the test results shall be posted in 
the cab of the locomotive and a copy of 
the certification and test results left at 
the test location for filing in the office 
of the supervisory official having juris-
diction. 

(2) If it is impractical to leave a copy 
of the certification and test results at 
the location of the test, the test results 
shall be transmitted to either (i) the 
dispatcher or (ii) one other designated 
individual at each location, who shall 
keep a written record of the test re-
sults and the name of the person per-
forming the test. These records shall be 
retained for at least 92 days. 

[49 FR 3387, Jan. 26, 1984, as amended at 53 
FR 37313, Sept. 26, 1988] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 49 FR 3387, Jan. 
26, 1984, § 236.587 was revised. This section 
contains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 
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