AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§237.31

safety, the Administrator may grant
the waiver subject to any conditions
the Administrator deems necessary. If
a waiver is granted, the Administrator
publishes a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER containing the reasons for grant-
ing the waiver.

Subpart B—Railroad Bridge Safety
Assurance

§237.31 Adoption of bridge manage-
ment programs.

Each track owner shall adopt a
bridge safety management program to
prevent the deterioration of railroad
bridges by preserving their capability
to safely carry the traffic to be oper-
ated over them, and reduce the risk of
human casualties, environmental dam-
age, and disruption to the Nation’s
railroad transportation system that
would result from a catastrophic bridge
failure, not later than the dates in the
following schedule:

(a) March 14, 2011: Class I carriers;

(b) March 14, 2011: Owners of track
segments which are part of the general
railroad system of transportation and
which carry more than ten scheduled
passenger trains per week;

(c) September 13, 2011: Class II car-
riers to which paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion does not apply; and

(d) September 13, 2012: All other
track owners subject to this part and
not described paragraphs (a) through
(c) of this section.

§237.33 Content of bridge manage-
ment programs.

Each bridge management program
adopted in compliance with this part
shall include, as a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

(a) An accurate inventory of railroad
bridges, which shall include a unique
identifier for each bridge, its location,
configuration, type of construction,
number of spans, span lengths, and all
other information necessary to provide
for the management of bridge safety;

(b) A record of the safe load capacity
of each bridge;

(c) A provision to obtain and main-
tain the design documents of each
bridge if available, and to document all
repairs, modifications, and inspections
of each bridge; and
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(d) A bridge inspection program cov-
ering as a minimum:

(1) Inspection personnel safety con-
siderations;

(2) Types of inspection including re-
quired detail;

(3) Definitions of defect levels along
with associated condition codes if con-
dition codes are used;

(4) The method of documenting in-
spections including standard forms or
formats;

(5) Structure type and component no-
menclature; and

(6) Numbering or identification pro-
tocol for substructure units, spans, and
individual components.

Subpart C—AQualifications and
Designations of Responsible
Persons

§237.51 Railroad bridge engineers.

(a) A railroad bridge engineer shall
be a person who is determined by the
track owner to be competent to per-
form the following functions as they
apply to the particular engineering
work to be performed:

(1) Determine the forces and stresses
in railroad bridges and bridge compo-
nents;

(2) Prescribe safe loading conditions
for railroad bridges;

(3) Prescribe inspection and mainte-
nance procedures for railroad bridges;
and

(4) Design repairs and modifications
to railroad bridges.

(b) The educational qualifications of
a railroad bridge engineer shall include
either:

(1) A degree in engineering granted
by a school of engineering with at least
one program accredited by ABET, Inc.
or its successor organization as a pro-
fessional engineering curriculum, or a
degree from a program accredited as a
professional engineering curriculum by
a foreign organization recognized by
ABET, Inc. or its successor; or

(2) Current registration as a profes-
sional engineer.

(c) Nothing in this part affects the
States’ authority to regulate the pro-
fessional practice of engineering.
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