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Administrator, subject to the limita-
tions in the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998. 

(b) In the event of the absence or dis-
ability of both the Administrator and 
the Deputy Administrator, or in the 
event that both positions are vacant, 
the following officials, in the order in-
dicated, shall serve as Acting Deputy 
Administrator and shall perform the 
functions and duties of the Adminis-
trator, except for any non-delegable 
statutory and/or regulatory functions 
and duties: 

(1) Chief Counsel; 
(2) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Vehicle Safety; 
(3) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Traffic Injury Control; 
(4) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Policy and Operations. 
(c) In order to qualify for the line of 

succession, officials must be encum-
bered in their position on a permanent 
basis. 

§ 501.5 Exercise of authority. 

(a) All authorities lawfully vested in 
the Administrator and reserved to him/ 
her in this Regulation or in other 
NHTSA directives may be exercised by 
the Deputy Administrator and, in the 
absence of both Officials, by the Chief 
Counsel, unless specifically prohibited. 

(b) In exercising the powers and per-
forming the duties delegated by this 
part, officers of the NHTSA and their 
delegates are governed by applicable 
laws, executive orders, regulations, and 
other directives, and by policies, objec-
tives, plans, standards, procedures, and 
limitations as may be issued from time 
to time by or on behalf of the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Adminis-
trator, the Deputy Administrator and 
the Chief Counsel or, with respect to 
matters under their jurisdiction, by or 
on behalf of the Senior Associate Ad-
ministrators, Associate Administra-
tors, Regional Administrators, and Di-
rectors of Staff Offices. 

(c) Each officer to whom authority is 
delegated by this part may redelegate 
and authorize successive redelegations 
of that authority subject to any condi-
tions the officer prescribes. Redelega-
tions of authority shall be in written 
form and shall be published in the FED-

ERAL REGISTER when they affect the 
public. 

(d) Each officer to whom authority is 
delegated will administer and perform 
the functions described in the officer’s 
respective functional statements. 

§ 501.6 Secretary’s reservations of au-
thority. 

The authorities reserved to the Sec-
retary of Transportation are set forth 
in § 1.21 of part 1 and in part 95 of the 
regulations of the Office of the Sec-
retary of Transportation in subtitle A 
of this Title (49 CFR Parts 1 and 95). 

§ 501.7 Administrator’s reservations of 
authority. 

The delegations of authority in this 
part do not extend to the following au-
thority which is reserved to the Ad-
ministrator, except when exercised 
pursuant to §§ 501.4 and 501.5(a): 

(a) The authority under chapter 301— 
Motor Vehicle Safety—of Title 49 of 
the United States Code to: 

(1) Issue, amend, or revoke final fed-
eral motor vehicle safety standards and 
regulations; 

(2) Make final decisions concerning 
alleged safety-related defects and non-
compliances with Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards; 

(3) Grant or renew temporary exemp-
tions from federal motor vehicle safety 
standards; and 

(4) Grant or deny appeals from deter-
minations upon petitions for incon-
sequential defect or noncompliance. 

(b) The authority under 23 U.S.C. 
chapter 4, as amended, to: 

(1) Apportion authorization amounts 
and distribute obligation limitations 
for State highway safety programs 
under 23 U.S.C. 402; 

(2) Award grants to the States under 
the National Priority Safety Programs, 
23 U.S.C. 405; 

(3) Issue, amend, or revoke uniform 
State highway safety guidelines and 
rules identifying highly effective high-
way safety programs under 23 U.S.C. 
402; 

(4) Fix the rate of compensation for 
non-government members of agency 
sponsored committees which are enti-
tled to compensation. 

(c) The authority under chapters 303, 
321, 323, 325, and 329 (except section 
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32916(b)) of Title 49 of the United States 
Code to: 

(1) Issue, amend, or revoke final rules 
and regulations; and 

(2) Assess civil penalties and approve 
manufacturer fuel economy credit 
plans under chapter 329. 

§ 501.8 Delegations. 
(a) Deputy Administrator. The Deputy 

Administrator is delegated authority 
to act for the Administrator, except 
where specifically limited by law, 
order, regulation, or instructions of the 
Administrator. The Deputy Adminis-
trator is delegated authority to assist 
the Administrator in providing execu-
tive direction to all organizational ele-
ments of NHTSA. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Director, Office of Civil Rights. The 

Director, Office of Civil Rights is dele-
gated authority to: 

(1) Act as the NHTSA Director of 
Equal Employment Opportunity. 

(2) Act as NHTSA coordinator for 
matters under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et 
seq.), Executive Order 12250 (3 CFR, 1980 
Comp., p. 298), and regulations of the 
Department of Justice. 

(d) Chief Counsel. The Chief Counsel 
is delegated authority to: 

(1) Exercise the powers and perform 
the duties of the Administrator with 
respect to setting of odometer regula-
tions authorized under 49 U.S.C. chap-
ter 327, and with respect to providing 
technical assistance and granting ex-
tensions of time to the states under 49 
U.S.C. 32705. 

(2) Establish the legal sufficiency of 
all investigations and enforcement ac-
tions conducted under the authority of 
the following chapters, including notes, 
of Title 49 of the United States Code 
Chapters 301, 303, 321, 323, 325, 327, 329 
and 331; to make an initial penalty de-
mand based on a violations of any of 
these chapters; and to compromise any 
civil penalty or monetary settlement 
in an amount of $100,000 or less result-
ing from a violation of any of these 
chapters. 

(3) Exercise the powers of the Admin-
istrator under 49 U.S.C. 30166(c), (g), 
(h), (i), and (k). 

(4) Issue subpoenas, after notice to 
the Administrator, for the attendance 

of witnesses and production of docu-
ments pursuant to chapters 301, 321, 
323, 325, 327, 329 and 331 of Title 49 of 
the United States Code. 

(5) Issue authoritative interpreta-
tions of the statutes administered by 
NHTSA and the regulations issued by 
the agency. 

(e) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Policy and Operations. The Senior Asso-
ciate Administrator for Policy and Op-
erations is delegated authority for ex-
ecutive direction of the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Planning, Administra-
tive and Financial Management; the 
Chief Information Officer; the Director 
of Human Resources; the Director of 
Executive Correspondence; the Asso-
ciate Administrator for Communica-
tions and Consumer Information; and 
the Emergency Coordinator. To carry 
out this direction, the Senior Associate 
Administrator for Policy and Oper-
ations is delegated authority, except 
for authority reserved to the Adminis-
trator, to direct the NHTSA planning 
and evaluation system in conjunction 
with Departmental requirements and 
planning goals and to coordinate the 
development of the Administrator’s 
plans, budgets, and programs, and anal-
yses of their expected impact. The Sen-
ior Associate Administrator for Policy 
and Operations is also delegated au-
thority to exercise procurement au-
thority with respect to NHTSA re-
quirements; administer and conduct 
NHTSA’s personnel management ac-
tivities; administer NHTSA financial 
management programs, including sys-
tems of funds control and accounts of 
all financial transactions; and conduct 
administrative management services in 
support of NHTSA missions and pro-
grams. 

(f) Senior Associate Administrator for 
Vehicle Safety. The Senior Associate 
Administrator for Vehicle Safety is 
delegated authority for executive di-
rection of the Associate Administrator 
for Rulemaking, the Associate Admin-
istrator for Enforcement, the Associate 
Administrator for the National Center 
for Statistics and Analysis, and the As-
sociate Administrator for Vehicle Safe-
ty Research. The Senior Associate Ad-
ministrator for Vehicle Safety exer-
cises executive direction with respect 
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