
283 

Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 579.21 

(d) Exemptions from reporting. Not-
withstanding paragraphs (a), (b), and 
(c) of this section a manufacturer need 
not report a foreign safety recall or 
other safety campaign to NHTSA if: 

(1) The manufacturer has determined 
that for the same or substantially 
similar reasons relating to motor vehi-
cle safety that it is conducting a safety 
recall or other safety campaign in a 
foreign country, a safety-related defect 
or noncompliance with a Federal motor 
vehicle safety standard exists in iden-
tical or substantially similar motor ve-
hicles, motor vehicle equipment, or 
tires sold or offered for sale in the 
United States, and has filed a defect or 
noncompliance information report pur-
suant to part 573 of this chapter, pro-
vided that the scope of the foreign re-
call or campaign is not broader than 
the scope of the recall campaign in the 
United States; 

(2) The component or system that 
gave rise to the foreign recall or other 
campaign does not perform the same 
function in any substantially similar 
vehicles or equipment sold or offered 
for sale in the United States; or 

(3) The sole subject of the foreign re-
call or other campaign is a label af-
fixed to a vehicle, item of equipment, 
or a tire. 

(e) Annual list of substantially similar 
vehicles. Not later than November 1 of 
each year, each manufacturer of motor 
vehicles that sells or offers a motor ve-
hicle for sale in the United States shall 
submit to NHTSA a document that 
identifies both each model of motor ve-
hicle that the manufacturer sells or 
plans to sell during the following year 
in a foreign country that the manufac-
turer believes is identical or substan-
tially similar to a motor vehicle sold 
or offered for sale in the United States 
(or to a motor vehicle that is planned 
for sale in the United States in the fol-
lowing year), and each such identical 
or substantially similar motor vehicle 
sold or offered for sale in the United 
States. Not later than 30 days after 
January 28, 2003, each manufacturer to 
which this paragraph applies shall sub-
mit an initial annual list of vehicles 
for calendar year 2003 that meets the 
requirements of this paragraph. 

[67 FR 63310, Oct. 11, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 4113, Jan. 28, 2003] 

§ 579.12 Contents of reports. 

(a) Each report made pursuant to 
§ 579.11 of this part must be dated and 
must include the information specified 
in § 573.6(c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), and (c)(5) of 
this chapter. Each such report must 
also identify each foreign country in 
which the safety recall or other safety 
campaign is being conducted, state 
whether the foreign action is a safety 
recall or other safety campaign, state 
whether the determination to conduct 
the recall or campaign was made by 
the manufacturer or by a foreign gov-
ernment, describe the manufacturer’s 
program for remedying the defect or 
noncompliance (if the action is a safety 
recall), specify the date of the deter-
mination and the date the recall or 
other campaign was commenced or will 
commence in each foreign country, and 
identify all motor vehicles, equipment, 
or tires that the manufacturer sold or 
offered for sale in the United States 
that are identical or substantially 
similar to the motor vehicles, equip-
ment, or tires covered by the foreign 
recall or campaign. If a determination 
has been made by a foreign govern-
ment, the report must also include a 
copy of the determination in the origi-
nal language and, if the determination 
is in a language other than English, a 
copy translated into English. 

(b) Information required by para-
graph (a) of this section that is not 
available within the 5-working day pe-
riod specified in § 579.11 of this part 
shall be submitted as it becomes avail-
able. 

§§ 579.13–579.20 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Reporting of Early 
Warning Information 

§ 579.21 Reporting requirements for 
manufacturers of 5,000 or more 
light vehicles annually. 

For each reporting period, a manu-
facturer whose aggregate number of 
light vehicles manufactured for sale, 
sold, offered for sale, introduced or de-
livered for introduction in interstate 
commerce, or imported into the United 
States, during the calendar year of the 
reporting period or during each of the 
prior two calendar years is 5,000 or 
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more shall submit the information de-
scribed in this section. For paragraphs 
(a) and (c) of this section, the manufac-
turer shall submit information sepa-
rately with respect to each make, 
model, and model year of light vehicle 
manufactured during the reporting pe-
riod and the nine model years prior to 
the earliest model year in the report-
ing period, including models no longer 
in production. 

(a) Production information. Informa-
tion that states the manufacturer’s 
name, the quarterly reporting period, 
the make, the model, the model year, 
the type, the platform, and the produc-
tion. The production shall be stated as 
either the cumulative production of 
the current model year to the end of 
the reporting period, or the total model 
year production for each model year 
for which production has ceased. 

(b) Information on incidents involving 
death or injury. For all light vehicles 
manufactured during a model year cov-
ered by the reporting period and the 
nine model years prior to the earliest 
model year in the reporting period: 

(1) A report on each incident involv-
ing one or more deaths or injuries oc-
curring in the United States that is 
identified in a claim against and re-
ceived by the manufacturer or in a no-
tice received by the manufacturer 
which notice alleges or proves that the 
death or injury was caused by a pos-
sible defect in the manufacturer’s vehi-
cle, together with each incident involv-
ing one or more deaths occurring in a 
foreign country that is identified in a 
claim against and received by the man-
ufacturer involving the manufacturer’s 
vehicle, if that vehicle is identical or 
substantially similar to a vehicle that 
the manufacturer has offered for sale 
in the United States. The report shall 
be submitted as a report on light vehi-
cles and organized such that incidents 
are reported alphabetically by make, 
within each make alphabetically by 
model, and within each model chrono-
logically by model year. 

(2) For each incident described in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, the 
manufacturer shall separately report 
the make, model, model year, and VIN 
of the vehicle, the incident date, the 
number of deaths, the number of inju-
ries for incidents occurring in the 

United States, the State or foreign 
country where the incident occurred, 
each system or component of the vehi-
cle that allegedly contributed to the 
incident, and whether the incident in-
volved a fire or rollover, coded as fol-
lows: 01 steering system, 02 suspension 
system, 03 service brake system, 05 
parking brake, 06 engine and engine 
cooling system, 07 fuel system, 10 
power train, 11 electrical system, 12 ex-
terior lighting, 13 visibility, 14 air 
bags, 15 seat belts, 16 structure, 17 
latch, 18 vehicle speed control, 19 tires, 
20 wheels, 22 seats, 23 fire, 24 rollover, 
98 where a system or component not 
covered by categories 01 through 22 is 
specified in the claim or notice, and 99 
where no system or component of the 
vehicle is specified in the claim or no-
tice. If an incident involves more than 
one such code, each shall be reported 
separately in the report with a limit of 
five codes to be included. 

(c) Numbers of property damage claims, 
consumer complaints, warranty claims, 
and field reports. Separate reports on 
the numbers of those property damage 
claims, consumer complaints, warranty 
claims, and field reports which involve 
the systems and components that are 
specified in codes 01 through 22 in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section, or a fire 
(code 23), or rollover (code 24). Each 
such report shall state, separately by 
each such code, the number of such 
property damage claims, consumer 
complaints, warranty claims, or field 
reports, respectively, that involves the 
systems or components or fire or roll-
over indicated by the code. If an under-
lying property damage claim, con-
sumer complaint, warranty claim, or 
field report involves more than one 
such code, each shall be reported sepa-
rately in the report with no limit on 
the number of codes to be included. No 
reporting is necessary if the system or 
component involved is not specified in 
such codes, and the incident did not in-
volve a fire or rollover. 

(d) Copies of field reports. For all light 
vehicles manufactured during a model 
year covered by the reporting period 
and the nine model years prior to the 
earliest model year in the reporting pe-
riod, a copy of each field report (other 
than a dealer report or a product eval-
uation report) involving one or more of 
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the systems or components identified 
in paragraph (b)(2) of this section, or 
fire, or rollover, containing any assess-
ment of an alleged failure, malfunc-
tion, lack of durability, or other per-
formance problem of a motor vehicle or 
item of motor vehicle equipment (in-
cluding any part thereof) that is origi-
nated by an employee or representative 
of the manufacturer and that the man-
ufacturer received during a reporting 
period. These documents shall be sub-
mitted alphabetically by make, within 
each make alphabetically by model, 
and within each model chronologically 
by model year. For purposes of this 
paragraph, if a field report refers to 
more than one make or model of light 
vehicle produced by a manufacturer on 
a particular platform, the manufac-
turer shall submit the report alpha-
betically by platform rather than by 
make or model. If such a field report 
refers to more than one platform, sepa-
rate copies shall be submitted for each 
such platform. If a field report refers to 
more than one model year of a speci-
fied make/model or platform, the man-
ufacturer shall submit it by the ear-
liest model year to which it refers. 

[67 FR 45873, July 10, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 18142, Apr. 15, 2003; 68 FR 35142, June 11, 
2003; 72 FR 29443, May 29, 2007; 74 FR 47757, 
Sept. 17, 2009] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: 1. At 79 FR 51424, 
Aug. 20, 2013, § 579.21 was amended by revising 
the first sentence of paragraphs (a), (b)(2), 
and (c) and adding a fifth sentence to para-
graph (c), effective Aug. 20, 2014. At 79 FR 
43671, July 28, 2014, and 79 FR 47591, Aug. 14, 
2014, the effective date was postponed to Jan. 
1, 2015. For the convenience of the user, the 
added and revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 579.21 Reporting requirements for manu-
facturers of 5,000 or more light vehicles 
annually. 

* * * * * 

(a) Production information. Information 
that states the manufacturer’s name, the 
quarterly reporting period, the make, the 
model, the model year, the type, the plat-
form, the fuel and/or propulsion system type 
coded as follows: CNG (compressed natural 
gas), CIF (compression ignition fuel), EBP 
(electric battery power), FCP (fuel-cell 
power), HEV (hybrid electric vehicle), HCP 
(hydrogen combustion power), PHV (plug-in 
hybrid), SIF (spark ignition fuel) and OTH 

(Other), and the number of vehicles pro-
duced. * * * 

(b) * * * 
(2) For each incident described in para-

graph (b)(1) of this section, the manufacturer 
shall separately report the make, model, 
model year, the type, the fuel and/or propul-
sion system type (as specified in paragraph 
(a)), and VIN of the vehicle, the incident 
date, the number of deaths, the number of 
injuries for incidents occurring in the United 
States, the State or foreign country where 
the incident occurred, each system or com-
ponent of the vehicle that allegedly contrib-
uted to the incident, and whether the inci-
dent involved a fire or rollover, coded as fol-
lows: 01 steering system, 02 suspension sys-
tem, 03 foundation brake system, 04 auto-
matic brake controls, 05 parking brake, 06 
engine and engine cooling system, 07 fuel 
system, 10 power train, 11 electrical system, 
12 exterior lighting, 13 visibility, 14 air bags, 
15 seat belts, 16 structure, 17 latch, 18 vehicle 
speed control, 19 tires, 20 wheels, 22 seats, 23 
fire, 24 rollover, 25 electronic stability con-
trol system, 26 forward collision avoidance 
system, 27 lane departure prevention system, 
28 backover prevention system, 98 where a 
system or component not covered by cat-
egories 01 through 22 or 25 through 28, is 
specified in the claim or notice, and 99 where 
no system or component of the vehicle is 
specified in the claim or notice. * * * 

(c) Numbers of property damage claims, con-
sumer complaints, warranty claims, and field re-
ports. Separate reports on the numbers of 
those property damage claims, consumer 
complaints, warranty claims, and field re-
ports which involve the systems and compo-
nents that are specified in codes 01 through 
22, or 25 through 28 in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section, or a fire (code 23), or rollover (code 
24). * * * For each report, the manufacturer 
shall separately state the vehicle type and 
fuel and/or propulsion system type if the 
manufacturer stated more than one vehicle 
type or fuel and/or propulsion system type 
for a particular make, model, model year in 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

* * * * * 

2. At 79 FR 43679, July 28, 2014, § 579.21 was 
amended by revising the first sentence of 
paragraph (a), adding a third sentence to 
paragraph (b)(2), and adding a sixth sentence 
to paragraph (c), effective Jan. 1, 2015. For 
the convenience of the user, the added and 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 579.21 Reporting requirements for manu-
facturers of 5,000 or more light vehicles 
annually. 

* * * * * 
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(a) Production information. Information 
that states the manufacturer’s name, the 
quarterly reporting period, the make, the 
model, the model year, the type, the plat-
form, the fuel and/or propulsion system type 
coded as follows: CNG (compressed natural 
gas), CIF (compression ignition fuel), EBP 
(electric battery power), FCP (fuel-cell 
power), HEV (hybrid electric vehicle), HCP 
(hydrogen combustion power), PHV (plug-in 
hybrid), SIF (spark ignition fuel), OTH 
(Other), and UNK (unknown) and the number 
of vehicles produced. * * * 

(b) * * * 
(2) * * * If a vehicle manufacturer is un-

aware of the vehicle type at the time it re-
ceives the incident, the manufacturer shall 
use the abbreviation ‘‘UN’’ in its report to 
indicate that the vehicle type is unknown. 
* * * 

(c) * * * For each report, the manufacturer 
shall separately state the vehicle type and 
fuel and/or propulsion system type if the 
manufacturer stated more than one vehicle 
type or fuel and/or propulsion system type 
for a particular make, model, model year in 
paragraph (a) of this section. If a vehicle 
manufacturer is unaware of the vehicle type 
at the time it receives the property damage 
claim, consumer complaint, warranty claim 
or field report, the manufacturer shall use 
the abbreviation ‘‘UN’’ in its report to indi-
cate that the vehicle type is unknown. 

* * * * * 

§ 579.22 Reporting requirements for 
manufacturers of 100 or more 
buses, manufacturers of 500 or 
more emergency vehicles and man-
ufacturers of 5,000 or more me-
dium-heavy vehicles (other than 
buses and emergency vehicles) an-
nually. 

For each reporting period, a manu-
facturer whose aggregate number of 
buses manufactured for sale, sold, of-
fered for sale, introduced or delivered 
for introduction in interstate com-
merce, or imported into the United 
States, during the calendar year of the 
reporting period or during either of the 
prior two calendar years is 100 or more 
shall submit the information described 
in this section. For each reporting pe-
riod, a manufacturer whose aggregate 
number of emergency vehicles (ambu-
lances and fire trucks) manufactured 
for sale, sold, offered for sale, intro-
duced or delivered for introduction in 
interstate commerce, or imported into 
the United States, during the calendar 
year of the reporting period or during 

either of the prior two calendar years 
is 500 or more shall submit the infor-
mation described in this section. For 
each reporting period, a manufacturer 
whose aggregate number of medium- 
heavy vehicles (a sum that does not in-
clude buses or emergency vehicles) 
manufactured for sale, sold, offered for 
sale, introduced or delivered for intro-
duction in interstate commerce, or im-
ported into the United States, during 
the calendar year of the reporting pe-
riod or during either of the prior two 
calendar years is 5,000 or more shall 
submit the information described in 
this section. For paragraphs (a) and (c) 
of this section, the manufacturer shall 
submit information separately with re-
spect to each make, model, and model 
year of bus, emergency vehicle and/or 
medium-heavy vehicle manufactured 
during the reporting period and the 
nine model years prior to the earliest 
model year in the reporting period, in-
cluding models no longer in produc-
tion. 

(a) Production information. Informa-
tion that states the manufacturer’s 
name, the quarterly reporting period, 
the make, the model, the model year, 
the type, and the production. The pro-
duction shall be stated as either the 
cumulative production of the current 
model year to the end of the reporting 
period, or the total model year produc-
tion for each model year for which pro-
duction has ceased. For each model 
that is manufactured and available 
with more than one type of fuel system 
(i.e., gasoline, diesel, or other (includ-
ing vehicles that can be operated using 
more than one type of fuel, such as gas-
oline and compressed natural gas)), the 
information required by this sub-
section shall be reported separately by 
each of the three fuel system types. 
For each model that is manufactured 
and available with more than one type 
of service brake system (i.e., hydraulic 
or air), the information required by 
this subsection shall be reported by 
each of the two brake types. If the 
service brake system in a vehicle is not 
readily characterized as either hydrau-
lic or air, the vehicle shall be consid-
ered to have hydraulic service brakes. 
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