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§821.42

Subpart G—Initial Decision

§821.42 Initial decision by law judge.

(a) Written or oral decision. The law
judge may render his or her initial de-
cision orally at the close of the hear-
ing, or in writing at a later date, ex-
cept as provided with respect to emer-
gency proceedings in §821.56(c).

(b) Content. The initial decision shall
include findings and conclusions upon
all material issues of fact, credibility
of witnesses, law and discretion pre-
sented on the record, together with a
statement of the reasons therefor.

(c) Furnishing parties with, and
issuance date of, oral decision. If the ini-
tial decision is rendered orally, a copy
thereof, excerpted from the hearing
transcript, shall be furnished to the
parties by the Office of Administrative
Law Judges. Irrespective of the date on
which the copy of the decision is trans-
mitted to the parties, the issuance date
of the decision shall be the date on
which it was orally rendered.

§821.43 Effect of law judge’s initial de-
cision or appealable order and ap-
peal therefrom.

If no appeal from the law judge’s ini-
tial decision or appealable order is
timely filed, the initial decision or
order shall become final with respect
to the parties, but shall not be binding
precedent for the Board. The filing of a
timely notice of appeal with the Board
shall stay the effectiveness of the law
judge’s initial decision or order, unless
the basis for the decision or order is
that the Board lacks jurisdiction.

Subpart H—Appeal From Initial
Decision

§821.47 Notice of appeal.

(a) Time within which to file notice of
appeal. A party may appeal from a law
judge’s initial decision or appealable
order by filing with the Board, and si-
multaneously serving on the other par-
ties, a notice of appeal, within 10 days
after the date on which the oral initial
decision was rendered or the written
initial decision or appealable order was
served (except as provided in §821.57(a)
with respect to emergency pro-
ceedings). At any time before the time
limit for filing an appeal from an ini-
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tial decision or appealable order has
passed, the law judge may, for good
cause, reopen the matter on notice to
the parties.

(b) Request for reconsideration of law
judge’s initial decision or order. A law
judge may not reconsider an initial de-
cision or appealable order after the
time for appealing to the Board from
the decision or order has expired, or
after an appeal has been filed with the
Board. However, a timely request for
reconsideration by the law judge of the
initial decision or appealable order,
filed before an appeal to the Board is
taken, will stay the deadline for filing
an appeal until 10 days after the date
on which the law judge serves his or
her decision on the reconsideration re-
quest. For the purpose of this para-
graph, if a request for reconsideration
and a notice of appeal are filed on the
same day, the reconsideration request
will be deemed to have been filed first.

§821.48 Briefs and oral argument.

(a) Appeal brief. Except as provided in
§821.57(b) with respect to emergency
proceedings, each appeal must be per-
fected, within 50 days after the date on
which the oral initial decision was ren-
dered, or 30 days after the date on
which the written initial decision or
appealable order was served, by the fil-
ing, and simultaneous service on the
other parties, of a brief in support of
the appeal. An appeal may be dismissed
by the Board, either on its own initia-
tive or on motion of another party,
where a party who has filed a notice of
appeal fails to perfect the appeal by fil-
ing a timely appeal brief.

(b) Form and content of appeal brief. (1)
In addition to the general form require-
ments for documents set forth in
§821.7(c)(2), the appeal brief must be
typewritten, double-spaced, on 8Y-by-
11 inch paper. The appeal brief shall set
forth the name, address and telephone
number of the party, or the attorney or
other representative filing the brief on
the party’s behalf. No appeal brief may
contain more than 35 pages of text
without prior leave of the General
Counsel, upon a showing of good cause.

(2) The appeal brief shall enumerate
the appealing party’s objections to the
law judge’s initial decision or appeal-
able order, and shall state the reasons
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