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for withdrawal might include instances 
in which a practitioner discovers that 
his client has no cause and the client is 
determined to continue the cause, or 
the practitioner’s own inability to con-
duct a case effectively. Upon with-
drawing from a case, the practitioner 
shall refund any part of a retainer 
which clearly has not been earned. 

§ 1103.19 Advising upon the merits of a 
client’s cause. 

A practitioner shall try to obtain full 
knowledge of his client’s cause before 
advising thereon. The practitioner 
shall give a candid opinion of the mer-
its and probable result of bringing the 
case or of any related pending or con-
templated litigation. The practitioner 
shall beware of bold and confident as-
surances to clients, especially where 
employment may depend upon such as-
surances. Whenever a fair settlement 
can be reached, the client shall be ad-
vised to avoid or to end litigation. 

§ 1103.20 Practitioner’s fees and re-
lated practices. 

(a) Establishing fees. In establishing 
fees, a practitioner shall avoid charges 
which overestimate the value of his ad-
vice and services. A client’s ability to 
pay cannot justify a charge in excess of 
the value of the service although a cli-
ent’s poverty may require a lesser 
charge or even no charge at all. Pub-
licly quoted fees should be adhered to 
when actual charges are made. Practi-
tioners are bound to charge no more 
than the quoted rates for 30 days fol-
lowing the date of their quotations un-
less a different period of time for the 
effectiveness of such rates is clearly 
specified when quoted, or unless per-
mission to charge a higher rate is ob-
tained from the Vice Chairman of the 
Board. 

(b) Compensation, Boards and rebates. 
A practitioner shall accept no com-
pensation, Boards, rebates or other ad-
vantages from the parties in a pro-
ceeding other than his client without 
the knowledge and consent of his client 
after full disclosure. 

(c) Contingent fees. Contingent fees 
should be only those sanctioned by law. 
In no case, except a charity case, 
should fees be entirely contingent upon 
success. 

(d) Division of fees. Fees for services 
should be divided only with another 
member of the bar of practitioners and 
should be based upon a division of serv-
ice or responsibility. It is unethical for 
a practitioner to retain laymen to so-
licit his employment in pending or pro-
spective cases, and to reward them by 
a share of the fees. Such a practice can-
not be too severely condemned. 

(e) Suing clients for fees. Controversies 
with clients concerning compensation 
are to be entered into only insofar as 
they are compatible with self-respect 
and with the right to receive reason-
able compensation for services. Law-
suits against clients should be resorted 
to only to prevent injustice, imposition 
or fraud. 

(f) Acquiring interest in litigation. The 
practitioner shall not purchase or oth-
erwise acquire any pecuniary interest 
in the subject matter of litigation 
which the practitioner is conducting. 

(g) Expenses. A practitioner may not 
properly agree with a client that the 
practitioner shall pay or bear the ex-
penses of litigation. He may in good 
faith advance expenses as a matter of 
convenience but must do so subject to 
reimbursement by the client. A practi-
tioner shall bill and collect from a cli-
ent, and thereafter retain only such 
payments and reimbursements for ex-
penses as have actually been incurred 
in behalf of the client. 

(h) Witnesses’ compensation. Com-
pensation of a witness is not to be 
made contingent on the success of a 
case in which the witness is called. 

(i) Dealing with trust property. Money 
of the client or other trust property 
coming into the possession of the prac-
titioner should be reported promptly, 
and, except with the client’s knowledge 
and consent, should not be commingled 
with the practitioner’s private prop-
erty or be put to the practitioner’s pri-
vate use. 

§ 1103.21 How far a practitioner may 
go in supporting a client’s cause. 

A practitioner shall put forth his 
best effort to maintain and defend the 
rights of his client. Fear of disfavor of 
the Board or public unpopularity 
should not cause a practitioner to re-
frain from the full discharge of his 
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