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to young and physically vigorous indi-
viduals whose primary duties are— 

(a) To perform work directly con-
nected with controlling and extin-
guishing fires; or 

(b) Investigating, apprehending, or 
detaining individuals suspected or con-
victed of offenses against the criminal 
laws of the United States or protecting 
the personal safety of United States of-
ficials. 

The condition in this definition that 
employment opportunities be limited 
does not apply with respect to an em-
ployee who moves directly (i.e., with-
out a break in service exceeding 3 days) 
from one rigorous law enforcement of-
ficer position to another or from one 
rigorous firefighter position to an-
other. Rigorous position is also deemed 
to include a position held by a law en-
forcement officer as identified in 5 
U.S.C. 8401(17)(B) (related to certain 
employees in the Departments of the 
Interior and the Treasury). 

Secondary position means a position 
that— 

(a) Is clearly in the law enforcement 
or firefighting field; 

(b) Is in an organization having a law 
enforcement or firefighting mission; 
and 

(c) Is either— 
(1) Supervisory; that is, a position 

whose primary duties are as a first- 
level supervisor or law enforcement of-
ficers or firefighters in rigorous posi-
tions; or 

(2) Administrative; that is, an execu-
tive, managerial, technical, 
semiprofessional, or professional posi-
tion for which experience in a rigorous 
law enforcement or firefighting posi-
tion, or equivalent experience outside 
the Federal Government, is a manda-
tory prerequisite. 

[52 FR 2069, Jan. 16, 1987, as amended at 57 
FR 32689, July 23, 1992; 60 FR 3339, Jan. 17, 
1995; 66 FR 38525, July 25, 2001; 70 FR 32710, 
June 6, 2005; 70 FR 42254, July 22, 2005] 

§ 842.803 Conditions for coverage. 

(a) Rigorous positions. (1) An employ-
ee’s service in a position that has been 
determined by the employing agency 
head to be a rigorous law enforcement 
officer or firefighter position is covered 
under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 8412(d). 

(2) An employee who is not in a rig-
orous position, nor covered while in a 
secondary position, and who is detailed 
or temporarily promoted to a rigorous 
position is not covered under the provi-
sions of 5 U.S.C. 8412(d). 

(3) A first-level supervisor position 
may be determined to be a rigorous po-
sition if it satisfies the conditions set 
forth in § 842.802. 

(b) Secondary positions. (1) An employ-
ee’s service in a position that has been 
determined by the employing agency 
head to be a secondary law enforce-
ment officer or firefighter position is 
covered under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 
8412(d), if all of the following criteria 
are met: 

(i) The employee, while covered 
under the provisions of 5 U.S.C 8412(d), 
moves directly (that is, without a 
break in service exceeding 3 days) from 
a rigorous position to a secondary posi-
tion; 

(ii) The employee has completed 3 
years of service in a rigorous position, 
including any such service during 
which no FERS deductions were with-
held; and 

(iii) The employee has been continu-
ously employed in a secondary position 
or positions since moving from a rig-
orous position without a break in serv-
ice exceeding 3 days, except that a 
break in employment in secondary po-
sitions that begins with an involuntary 
separation (not for cause), within the 
meaning of 5 U.S.C. 8414(b)(1)(A), is not 
considered in determining whether the 
service in secondary positions is con-
tinuous for this purpose. 

(2) An employee who is not a rigorous 
position, nor covered while in a sec-
ondary position, and who is detailed or 
temporarily promoted to a secondary 
position is not covered under the provi-
sions of 5 U.S.C. 8412(d). 

(c) Air traffic controller. An employ-
ee’s service in a position that has been 
determined to be an air traffic con-
troller position by the employing agen-
cy head is covered under the provisions 
of 5 U.S.C. 8412(e). 

(d) Except as specifically provided in 
this subpart, an agency head’s author-
ity under this section cannot be dele-
gated. 

[52 FR 2069, Jan. 16, 1987, as amended at 57 
FR 32690, July 23, 1992] 
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