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(1) Identifies and authenticates a par-
ticular person as the source of the elec-
tronic communication; and 

(2) Indicates such person’s approval 
of the information contained in the 
electronic communication. 

(c) The Director will issue directives 
under § 850.104 that identify the accept-
able methods of effecting electronic 
signatures for particular purposes 
under this part. Acceptable methods of 
creating an electronic signature may 
include— 

(1) Non-cryptographic methods, in-
cluding— 

(i) Personal Identification Number 
(PIN) or password; 

(ii) Smart card; 
(iii) Digitized signature; or 
(iv) Biometrics, such as fingerprints, 

retinal patterns, and voice recognition; 
(2) Cryptographic control methods, 

including— 
(i) Shared symmetric key cryptog-

raphy; 
(ii) Public/private key (asymmetric) 

cryptography, also known as digital 
signatures; 

(3) Any combination of methods de-
scribed in paragraphs (c)(1) and (c)(2) of 
this section; or 

(4) Such other means as the Director 
may find appropriate. 

[72 FR 73576, Dec. 28, 2007, as amended at 78 
FR 68982, Nov. 18, 2013] 

Subpart B—Applications for 
Benefits; Elections 

§ 850.201 Applications for benefits. 

(a) Hardcopy applications and related 
submissions that are otherwise re-
quired to be made to an individual’s 
employing agency (other than by stat-
ute) may instead be submitted elec-
tronically in such form as the Director 
prescribes under § 850.104. 

(b) Data provided under subpart C of 
this part are the basis for adjudicating 
claims for CSRS and FERS retirement 
benefits, and will support the adminis-
tration of FEGLI, FEHB and RFEHB 
coverage for annuitants, under this 
part. 

[78 FR 68983, Nov. 18, 2013] 

§ 850.202 Survivor elections. 
A survivor election under subsection 

(j) or (k) of section 8339, or under sec-
tion 8416, 8417, or 8420 of title 5, United 
States Code, which is otherwise re-
quired to be in writing may be effected 
in such form as the Director prescribes 
under § 850.104. 

[72 FR 73576, Dec. 28, 2007, as amended at 78 
FR 68983, Nov. 18, 2013] 

§ 850.203 Other elections. 
Any other election may be effected in 

such form as the Director prescribes 
under § 850.104. Such elections include 
but are not limited to elections of cov-
erage under CSRS, FERS, FEGLI, 
FEHB, or RFEHB by individuals enti-
tled to elect such coverage; applica-
tions for service credit and applica-
tions to make deposit; and elections re-
garding the withholding of State in-
come tax from annuity payments. 

[78 FR 68983, Nov. 18, 2013] 

Subpart C—Records 

§ 850.301 Electronic records; other ac-
ceptable records. 

(a) Acceptable electronic records for 
retirement and insurance processing by 
OPM include— 

(1) Electronic employee data, includ-
ing an eIRR or an ERR, submitted by 
an agency, agency payroll office, or 
Shared Service Center, or other entity 
and stored within the EHRI Retire-
ment Data Repository, the eIRR 
records storage database, or other OPM 
database. 

(2) Electronic Official Personnel 
Folder (eOPF) data; and 

(3) Documents, including hardcopy 
versions of the Individual Retirement 
Record (SF 2806 or SF 3100), or data or 
images obtained from such documents, 
including images stored in EDMS, that 
are converted to an electronic or dig-
ital form by means of image scanning 
or other forms of electronic or digital 
conversion. 

(b) Documents that are not converted 
to an electronic or digital form will 
continue to be acceptable records for 
processing by the retirement and insur-
ance processing system. 

[78 FR 68983, Nov. 18, 2013] 
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