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(b) We estimate the public reporting 
burden for these reporting require-
ments to vary from 1 to 4 hours per re-
sponse, with an average of 2 hours per 
response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintain-
ing data, and completing and reviewing 
the forms. Direct comments regarding 
the burden estimate or any other as-
pect of these reporting requirements to 
the Service’s Information Collection 
Clearance Officer at the address pro-
vided at 50 CFR 2.1(b). 

[63 FR 52634, Oct. 1, 1998, as amended at 79 FR 
43964, July 29, 2014] 

Subpart B—Prohibitions and 
Requirements 

§ 15.11 Prohibitions. 
(a) Except as provided under a permit 

issued pursuant to subpart C of this 
part, it is unlawful for any person sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States to commit, attempt to commit, 
to solicit another to commit, or to 
cause to be committed, any of the acts 
described in paragraphs (b) through (f) 
of this section in regard to any exotic 
bird. 

(b) It is unlawful to import into the 
United States any exotic bird species 
listed in the Appendices to the Conven-
tion that is not included in the ap-
proved list of species, pursuant to sub-
part D of this part, except that this 
paragraph (b) does not apply to any ex-
otic bird that was bred in a foreign 
breeding facility listed as qualifying 
pursuant to subpart E of this part. 

(c) It is unlawful to import into the 
United States any exotic bird species 
not listed in the Appendices to the 
Convention that is listed in the prohib-
ited species list, pursuant to subpart F 
of this part. 

(d) It is unlawful to import into the 
United States any exotic bird species 
from any country included in the pro-
hibited country list, pursuant to sub-
part F of this part. 

(e) It is unlawful to import into the 
United States any exotic bird species 
from a qualifying facility breeding ex-
otic birds in captivity, listed pursuant 
to subpart E of this part, if the exotic 
bird was not captive-bred at the listed 
facility. 

(f) It is unlawful for any person sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States to engage in any activity with 
an exotic bird imported under a permit 
issued pursuant to this part that vio-
lates a condition of said permit. 

[58 FR 60536, Nov. 16, 1993, as amended at 59 
FR 62255, Dec. 2, 1994] 

§ 15.12 Requirements. 

(a) No person shall import into the 
United States any exotic bird except as 
may be permitted under the terms of a 
valid permit issued pursuant to the 
provisions of subpart C of this part and 
50 CFR part 13, or in accordance with 
the provisions of subparts D–F of this 
part 15, or in accordance with the pro-
visions of paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Any exotic bird can be imported 
to the United States if it was legally 
exported from the United States with a 
permit issued by the Service’s Office of 
Management Authority, provided that 
the import is by the same person who 
exported the bird, the import is accom-
panied by a copy of the cleared CITES 
export permit or certificate issued by 
the Service that was used to export the 
exotic bird, and the Service is satisfied 
that the same bird is being imported as 
is indicted on the aforementioned per-
mit or certificate. 

Subpart C—Permits and Approval 
of Cooperative Breeding Pro-
grams 

§ 15.21 General application proce-
dures. 

(a) The Director may issue a permit 
authorizing the importation of exotic 
birds otherwise prohibited by § 15.11, in 
accordance with the issuance criteria 
of this subpart, for the following pur-
poses only: Scientific research; zoolog-
ical breeding or display programs; co-
operative breeding programs designed 
to promote the conservation and main-
tenance of the species in the wild; or 
personally owned pets accompanying 
persons returning to the United States 
after being out of the country for more 
than 1 year. 

(b) Additional requirements as indi-
cated in parts 13, 14, 17, 21, and 23 of 
this subchapter must also be met. 
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(c) A person wishing to obtain a per-
mit under this subpart or approval of 
cooperative breeding programs under 
this subpart submits an application to 
the attention of the Director, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, at the address 
listed for the Division of Management 
Authority at 50 CFR 2.1(b). Each appli-
cation must contain the general infor-
mation and certification required in 
§ 13.12(a) of this subchapter, and all of 
the information specified in the appli-
cable section §§ 15.22 through 15.26. 

[58 FR 60536, Nov. 16, 1993, as amended at 63 
FR 52634, Oct. 1, 1998; 79 FR 43964, July 29, 
2014] 

§ 15.22 Permits for scientific research. 
(a) Application requirements for per-

mits for scientific research. Each appli-
cation shall provide the following in-
formation and such other information 
that the Director may require: 

(1) A description of the exotic bird(s) 
to be imported, including: 

(i) The common and scientific names 
of the species, number, age or age 
class, and, when known, sex; and 

(ii) A statement as to whether, at the 
time of the application, the exotic bird 
is still in the wild, has already been re-
moved from the wild, or was bred in 
captivity; 

(2) If the exotic bird is in the wild or 
was taken from the wild, include: 

(i) The country and region where the 
removal will occur or occurred; 

(ii) A description of the status of the 
species in the region of removal; and 

(iii) A copy of any foreign collecting 
permit or authorizing letter, if applica-
ble; 

(3) If the exotic bird was bred in cap-
tivity, include: 

(i) Documents or other evidence that 
the bird was bred in captivity, includ-
ing the name and address of the breed-
er, and when known, hatch date and 
identity of the parental birds; and 

(ii) If the applicant is not the breed-
er, documentation showing the bird 
was acquired from a breeder and a his-
tory of multiple transactions, if appli-
cable: 

(4) A statement of the reasons the ap-
plicant is justified in obtaining a per-
mit, and a complete description of the 
scientific research to be conducted on 
the exotic bird requested, including: 

(i) Formal research protocol with 
timetable; 

(ii) The relationship of such research 
to the conservation of the species in 
the wild; 

(iii) A discussion of possible alter-
natives and efforts to obtain birds from 
other sources; and 

(iv) Plans for disposition of the ex-
otic birds and any progeny upon com-
pletion of the research project; 

(5) Qualifications of the scientific 
personnel conducting the proposed re-
search, including applicable experience 
and a description of relevant past re-
search conducted; 

(6) A description of the care and 
maintenance of the exotic bird, and 
how the facility meets professionally 
recognized standards, including; 

(i) The name and address of the facil-
ity where the exotic bird will be main-
tained; 

(ii) Dimensions of existing enclosures 
for the birds to be imported and num-
ber of birds to be housed in each; and 

(iii) Husbandry practices. 
(b) Issuance criteria. Upon receiving 

an application completed in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section, the 
Director will decide whether or not a 
permit should be issued. In making this 
decision, the Director shall consider, in 
addition to the general criteria in part 
13 of this subchapter, the following fac-
tors; 

(1) Whether the purpose of the sci-
entific research is adequate to justify 
removing the exotic bird from the wild 
or otherwise changing its status; 

(2) Whether the proposed import 
would be detrimental to the survival of 
the exotic bird species in the wild, in-
cluding whether the exotic bird was 
bred in captivity or was (or will be) 
taken from the wild, taking into con-
sideration the conservation status of 
the species in the wild; 

(3) Whether the permit, if issued, 
would conflict with any known pro-
gram intended to enhance the survival 
of the population from which the ex-
otic bird was or would be removed; 

(4) Whether the research for which 
the permit is required has scientific 
merit; 

(5) Whether the expertise, facilities, 
or other resources available to the ap-
plicant appear adequate for proper care 
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