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Weak link means a breakable compo-
nent of gear that will part when sub-
ject to a certain tension load. 

[60 FR 45100, Aug. 30, 1995, as amended at 62 
FR 39183, July 22, 1997; 63 FR 66487, Dec. 2, 
1998; 64 FR 7551, Feb. 16, 1999; 64 FR 9086, Feb. 
24, 1999; 65 FR 80377, Dec. 21, 2000; 67 FR 1141, 
Jan. 9, 2002; 67 FR 1313, Jan. 10, 2002; 69 FR 
6584, Feb. 11, 2004; 69 FR 43345, July 20, 2004; 
71 FR 24796, Apr. 26, 2006; 72 FR 34642, June 25, 
2007; 72 FR 57180, Oct. 5, 2007; 73 FR 51241, 
Oct. 2, 2008; 75 FR 7396, Feb. 19, 2010; 79 FR 
36610, June 27, 2014] 

§ 229.3 Prohibitions. 

(a) It is prohibited to take any ma-
rine mammal incidental to commercial 
fishing operations except as otherwise 
provided in part 216 of this chapter or 
in this part 229. 

(b) It is prohibited to assault, harm, 
harass (including sexually harass), op-
pose, impede, intimidate, impair, or in 
any way influence or interfere with an 
observer, or attempt the same. This 
prohibition includes, but is not limited 
to, any action that interferes with an 
observer’s responsibilities, or that cre-
ates an intimidating, hostile, or offen-
sive environment. 

(c) It is prohibited to provide false in-
formation when registering for an Au-
thorization Certificate, applying for re-
newal of the Authorization Certificate, 
reporting the injury or mortality of 
any marine mammal, or providing in-
formation to any observer. 

(d) It is prohibited to tamper with or 
destroy observer equipment in any 
way. 

(e) It is prohibited to retain any ma-
rine mammal incidentally taken in 
commercial fishing operations unless 
authorized by NMFS personnel, by des-
ignated contractors or an official ob-
server, or by a scientific research per-
mit that is in the possession of the ves-
sel operator. 

(f) It is prohibited to intentionally 
lethally take any marine mammal in 
the course of commercial fishing oper-
ations unless imminently necessary in 
self-defense or to save the life of a per-
son in immediate danger, and such tak-
ing is reported in accordance with the 
requirements of § 229.6. 

(g) It is prohibited to violate any reg-
ulation in this part or any provision of 
section 118 of the Act. 

(h) It is prohibited to own, operate, 
or be on board a vessel subject to the 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction 
Plan except if that vessel and all fish-
ing gear comply with all applicable 
provisions of § 229.32. 

(i) It is prohibited to fish for, catch, 
take, harvest or possess fish or wildlife 
while on board a vessel subject to the 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction 
Plan, except if that vessel and all fish-
ing gear is in compliance with all ap-
plicable provisions of § 229.32. 

(j) Any person or vessel claiming the 
benefit of any exemption or exception 
under § 229.32 has the burden of proving 
that the exemption or exception, is ap-
plicable. 

(k)–(l) [Reserved] 
(m) It is prohibited to fish with, set, 

haul back, possess on board a vessel 
unless stowed in accordance with 
§ 229.2, or fail to remove sink gillnet 
gear or gillnet gear capable of catching 
multispecies from the areas and for the 
times specified in § 229.33(a)(1), (a)(3), 
(a)(6), and (a)(8). This prohibition also 
applies to areas where pingers are re-
quired, unless the vessel owner or oper-
ator complies with the pinger provi-
sions specified in § 229.33 (a)(2) through 
(a)(5) and (a)(7). This prohibition does 
not apply to vessels fishing with a sin-
gle pelagic gillnet (as described and 
used as set forth in § 648.81(f)(2)(ii) of 
this title). 

(n) It is prohibited to fish with, set, 
haul back, possess on board a vessel 
unless stowed in accordance with 
§ 229.2, or fail to remove gillnet gear 
from the areas and for the times as 
specified in § 229.34 (b)(1)(i), (b)(2)(i), 
(b)(3)(i), or (b)(4)(i). 

(o) It is prohibited to fish with, set, 
haul back, possess on board a vessel 
unless stowed in accordance with 
§ 229.2, or fail to remove any large mesh 
or small mesh gillnet gear from the 
areas and for the times specified in 
§ 229.34(b) unless the gear complies with 
the specified gear restrictions set forth 
in the provisions of paragraphs 
(b)(1)(ii) or (iii), (b)(2)(ii) or (iii), 
(b)(3)(ii) or (iii), or (b)(4)(ii) or (iii) of 
§ 229.34. 

(p) It is prohibited to fish with, set, 
haul back, possess on board a vessel 
unless stowed in accordance with 
§ 229.2, or fail to remove sink gillnet 
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gear or gillnet gear capable of catching 
multispecies in areas where pingers are 
required, as specified under § 229.33 
(a)(2) through (a)(5) and (a)(7), unless 
the operator on board the vessel during 
fishing operations possesses and re-
tains on board the vessel a valid pinger 
training authorization issued by NMFS 
as specified under § 229.33(c). 

(q)–(r) [Reserved] 
(s) It is prohibited to fish with, or 

possess on board a vessel unless 
stowed, or fail to remove, any gillnet 
gear from the areas specified in 
§ 229.35(c) unless the gear complies with 
the specified restrictions set forth in 
§ 229.35(d). 

(t) It is prohibited to deploy or fish 
with pelagic longline gear in the Mid- 
Atlantic Bight unless the vessel: 

(1) Complies with the placard posting 
requirement specified in § 229.36(c); and 

(2) Complies with the gear restric-
tions specified in § 229.36(e). 

(u) It is prohibited to deploy or fish 
with pelagic longline gear in the Cape 
Hatteras Special Research Area unless 
the vessel is in compliance with the ob-
server and research requirements speci-
fied in § 229.36(d). 

(v) It is prohibited to deep-set from a 
vessel registered for use under a Hawaii 
longline limited access permit unless 
the vessel complies with the gear re-
quirements specified in § 229.37(c)(1) and 
(c)(2) . 

(w) It is prohibited to fish with 
longline gear in the Main Hawaiian Is-
lands Longline Fishing Prohibited 
Area, as defined in § 229.37(d)(1). 

(x) It is prohibited to deep-set in the 
Southern Exclusion Zone, as defined in 
§ 229.37(d)(2), during the time the area 
is closed to deep-set longline fishing 
pursuant to § 229.37(e). 

(y) It is prohibited to fish with 
longline gear from a vessel registered 
for use under a Hawaii longline limited 
access permit in violation of the ma-
rine mammal handling and release re-
quirements at § 229.37(f). 

[60 FR 45100, Aug. 30, 1995, as amended at 62 
FR 39184, July 22, 1997; 63 FR 66487, Dec. 2, 
1998; 64 FR 7552, Feb. 16, 1999; 64 FR 9086, Feb. 
24, 1999; 65 FR 80377, Dec. 21, 2000; 67 FR 1313, 
Jan. 10, 2002; 67 FR 59477, Sept. 23, 2002; 71 FR 
24796, Apr. 26, 2006; 72 FR 57180, Oct. 5, 2007; 74 
FR 23357, May 19, 2009; 75 FR 7396, Feb. 19, 
2010; 77 FR 71284, Nov. 29, 2012; 79 FR 36610, 
June 27, 2014] 

§ 229.4 Requirements for Category I 
and II fisheries. 

(a) General. (1) For a vessel owner or 
crew members to lawfully incidentally 
take marine mammals in the course of 
a commercial fishing operation in a 
Category I or II fishery, the owner or 
authorized representative of a fishing 
vessel or nonvessel fishing gear must 
have in possession a valid Certificate of 
Authorization. The owner of a fishing 
vessel or nonvessel fishing gear is re-
sponsible for obtaining a Certificate of 
Authorization. 

(2) The granting and administration 
of Authorization Certificates under 
this part will be integrated and coordi-
nated with existing fishery license, reg-
istration, or permit systems and re-
lated programs wherever possible. 
These programs may include, but are 
not limited to, state or interjurisdic-
tional fisheries programs. If the admin-
istration of Authorization Certificates 
is integrated into a program, NMFS 
will publish a notice in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER announcing the integrated 
program and summarizing how an 
owner or authorized representative of a 
fishing vessel or non-fishing gear may 
register under that program or how 
registration will be achieved if no ac-
tion is required on the part of the af-
fected fisher. NMFS will make addi-
tional efforts to contact participants in 
the affected fishery via other appro-
priate means of notification. 

(b) Registration. (1) The owner of a 
vessel, or for nonvessel gear fisheries, 
the owner of gear, who participates in 
a Category I or II fishery is required to 
be registered for a Certificate of Au-
thorization. 

(2) Unless a notice is published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER announcing an inte-
grated registration program, the owner 
of a vessel, or for nonvessel fishery, the 
owner of the gear must register for and 
receive an Authorization Certificate. 
To register, owners must submit the 
following information using the format 
specified by NMFS: 

(i) Name, address, and phone number 
of owner. 

(ii) Name, address, and phone number 
of operator, if different from owner, un-
less the name of the operator is not 
known or has not been established at 
the time the registration is submitted. 
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