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50 CFR Ch. III (10–1–14 Edition) § 300.24 

(b) Any person or vessel engaged in 
sport fishing for personal use. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 74 
FR 1620, Jan. 13, 2009] 

§ 300.24 Prohibitions. 
In addition to the prohibitions in 

§ 300.4, it is unlawful for any person or 
vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States to: 

(a) Land any species of tuna during 
the closed season for that species in ex-
cess of the amount allowed by the Re-
gional Administrator. 

(b) Fish on floating objects in the 
Convention Area using any gear type 
specified by the Regional Administra-
tor’s notification of closure issued 
under § 300.25. 

(c) Use tender vessels in the Conven-
tion Area. 

(d) Transship purse seine-caught tuna 
at sea within the Convention Area. 

(e) Fail to retain any bigeye, skip-
jack, or yellowfin tuna caught by a 
fishing vessel of the United States of 
class size 4–6 using purse seine gear in 
the Convention Area as required under 
§ 300.25(e)(1). 

(f) When using purse seine gear to 
fish for tuna in the Convention Area, 
fail to release any non-tuna species as 
soon as practicable after being identi-
fied on board the vessel during the 
brailing operation. 

(g) Land any non-tuna fish species 
taken in a purse seine set in the Con-
vention Area. 

(h) Fail to use the sea turtle han-
dling, release, and resuscitation proce-
dures in § 300.25(e). 

(i) Fail to report information when 
requested by the Regional Adminis-
trator under § 300.22. 

(j) Fail to provide written notifica-
tion as described under § 300.22(b)(8) to 
the Regional Administrator at least 10 
business days prior to submission of an 
application to transfer a purse seine 
vessel listed on the Vessel Register to 
foreign registry and flag, unless trans-
fer of the vessel requires approval by 
the U.S. Maritime Administration. 

(k) Use a fishing vessel over 24 me-
ters in length to retain on board, trans-
ship, or land bigeye tuna captured by 
longline gear in the Convention Area 
or to fish in contravention of 
§ 300.25(b)(4)(i) or (ii). 

(l) Use a fishing vessel over 24 meters 
in length to fish in the Pacific Ocean 
using longline gear both inside and 
outside the Convention Area on the 
same fishing trip in contravention of 
§ 300.25(b)(4)(iii). 

(m) Fail to stow gear as required in 
§ 300.25(b)(4)(iv) or (f)(7). 

(n) Use a fishing vessel of class size 4– 
6 to fish with purse seine gear in the 
Convention Area in contravention of 
§ 300.25(f)(1), (f)(2), (f)(5), or (6). 

(o) Use a U.S. longline or purse seine 
fishing vessel used to fish for HMS 
within one nautical mile of an an-
chored data buoy while the fishing ves-
sel is in the Convention Area in con-
travention of § 300.25(g)(1). 

(p) Use a U.S. fishing vessel used for 
fishing for HMS, or any gear, equip-
ment, or watercraft deployed by such a 
fishing vessel, to interact with a data 
buoy in the Convention Area in con-
travention of § 300.25(g)(2). 

(q) Remove from the water a data 
buoy and place it on board or tow a 
data buoy with a U.S. fishing vessel 
used for fishing for HMS while the ves-
sel is in the Convention Area without 
authorization by the owner of the data 
buoy or the owner’s authorized rep-
resentative in contravention of 
§ 300.25(g)(3). 

(r) In the event of an entanglement of 
a data buoy with a U.S. fishing vessel, 
or its fishing gear, equipment, or asso-
ciated watercraft, used for fishing for 
HMS in the Convention Area, fail to 
promptly remove the data buoy with as 
little damage to the data buoy and its 
mooring and anchor lines as possible, 
in contravention of § 300.25(g)(4). 

(s) Fail to take all reasonable meas-
ures to avoid fishing gear entangle-
ment or interaction with drifting data 
buoys in contravention of § 300.25(g)(5). 

(t) Use a U.S. fishing vessel to fish 
for HMS in the Convention Area and 
retain onboard, transship, land, store, 
sell, or offer for sale any part or whole 
carcass of an oceanic whitetip shark 
(Carcharhinus longimanus) or fail to re-
lease unharmed, to the extent prac-
ticable, all oceanic whitetip sharks 
when brought alongside the vessel in 
contravention of § 300.25(e)(4). 
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Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.25 

(u) Use a United States commercial 
fishing vessel in the IATTC Convention 
Area in contravention of § 300.25(h)(4). 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16, 
1999; 66 FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated 
and amended at 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 74 
FR 1620, Jan. 13, 2009; 74 FR 61051, Nov. 23, 
2009; 76 FR 68337, Nov. 4, 2011; 76 FR 68337, 
Nov. 4, 2011; 78 FR 33243, June 4, 2013; 79 FR 
28451, May 16, 2014] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56018, 
Sept. 18, 2014, § 300.24 was amended by adding 
paragraphs (v), (w), and (x), effective Oct. 20, 
2014. For the convenience of the user, the 
added text is set forth as follows: 

§ 300.24 Prohibitions. 

* * * * * 

(v) Fail to maintain, submit, or ensure sub-
mission of a log that includes all the infor-
mation required in § 300.22(a). 

(w) Set or attempt to set a purse seine on 
or around a whale shark (Rhincodon typus) in 
contravention of § 300.25(e)(5). 

(x) Fail to release a whale shark encircled 
in a purse seine net of a fishing vessel as re-
quired in § 300.25(e)(6). 

§ 300.25 Eastern Pacific fisheries man-
agement. 

(a) Notification of IATTC recommenda-
tions and resolutions. Fishery manage-
ment resolutions made by the IATTC 
and approved by the Department of 
State will be promulgated in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER via appropriate rule-
making. The publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER will summarize the 
fishery management resolutions and 
respond to any public comments re-
ceived by NMFS. 

(b) Tuna catch limits in the longline 
fishery in the Convention Area. (1) Fish-
ing seasons for all tuna species begin 
on January 1 and end either on Decem-
ber 31 or when NMFS closes the fishery 
for a specific species. 

(2) For each of the calendar years 
2014, 2015, and 2016, there is a limit of 
500 metric tons of bigeye tuna that 
may be captured and landed by 
longline gear in the Convention Area 
by fishing vessels of the United States 
that are over 24 meters in overall 
length. 

(3) NMFS will monitor bigeye tuna 
landings with respect to the limit es-
tablished under paragraph (b)(2) of this 

section using data submitted in 
logbooks and other available informa-
tion. After NMFS determines that the 
limit in any year is expected to be 
reached by a specific future date, and 
at least 7 calendar days in advance of 
that date, NMFS will publish a notice 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER announcing 
that the limit has been reached and 
that the restrictions described in para-
graph (b)(4) of this section will be in ef-
fect through the end of the calendar 
year. 

(4) Once an announcement is made 
pursuant to paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, the following restrictions will 
apply during the period specified in the 
announcement: 

(i) A fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
may not be used to retain on board, 
transship, or land bigeye tuna captured 
by longline gear in the Convention 
Area, except as follows: 

(A) Any bigeye tuna already on board 
a fishing vessel upon the effective date 
of the prohibitions may be retained on 
board, transshipped, and/or landed, to 
the extent authorized by applicable 
laws and regulations, provided that 
they are landed within 14 days after 
the prohibitions become effective. 

(B) In the case of a vessel that has 
declared to NMFS, pursuant to 
§ 665.23(a) of this title, that the current 
trip type is shallow-setting, the 14-day 
limit is waived, but the number of big-
eye tuna retained on board, trans-
shipped, or landed must not exceed the 
number on board the vessel upon the 
effective date of the prohibitions, as re-
corded by the NMFS observer on board 
the vessel. 

(ii) Bigeye tuna caught by longline 
gear used on a vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length 
in the Convention Area may not be 
transshipped to a fishing vessel unless 
that fishing vessel is operated in com-
pliance with a valid permit issued 
under § 660.707 or § 665.21 of this title. 

(iii) A fishing vessel of the United 
States over 24 meters in overall length, 
other than a vessel for which a declara-
tion has been made to NMFS, pursuant 
to § 665.23(a) of this title, that the cur-
rent trip is shallow-setting, may not be 
used to fish in the Pacific Ocean using 
longline gear both inside and outside 
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