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more complete applications are re-
ceived on the same day, priority for ap-
proval will be given by lottery, which 
will be conducted by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. 

(iii) Within 10 days of approving an 
application, NMFS will notify the ap-
plicant. 

(l) Procedures used by the Secretary to 
review and process applications for joint 
venture licenses. NMFS, on behalf of the 
Secretary and in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, will review and ap-
prove applications for joint venture li-
censes as described in paragraph (k) of 
this section for general licenses, except 
that NMFS will not consider expres-
sions of interest for joint venture li-
censes or pre-approve applications for 
joint venture licenses. In the event 
that NMFS receives for a given licens-
ing period more applications for joint 
venture licenses than there are licenses 
available, it will approve the applica-
tions in the chronological order that 
the Administrator has provided its ini-
tial approval. 

(m) Transferability of application ap-
provals. Application approvals from 
NMFS are not transferable among ves-
sel owners or operators or license ap-
plicants. Application approvals are 
transferable among vessels, subject to 
the following requirements: 

(1) A vessel operator may seek to 
transfer a general or joint venture li-
cense to another vessel that meets the 
requirements for licensing under this 
subpart and the Act, only if the license 
has been valid for the vessel for at 
least 365 consecutive days and all the 
fees required by the Administrator for 
the current licensing period have been 
paid to the Administrator. The vessel 
operator may seek to transfer the li-
cense by submitting a written request 
to the Regional Administrator along 
with a complete application for the 
other vessel as described in paragraph 
(h)(7) of this section. Any such transfer 
may be subject to additional fees for 
the registration of the vessel on the 
FFA Vessel Register, as specified in 
paragraph (b) of § 300.45. 

(2) Upon receipt of a request and 
complete application under paragraph 
(m)(1) of this section, the Regional Ad-
ministrator, after determining that all 
the fees required for the vessel by the 

Administrator for the current licensing 
period have been paid, that the owner-
ship of the licensed vessel and the own-
ership of the vessel to which the appli-
cation approval would be transferred 
are identical, and that the transferee 
vessel meets the requirements for li-
censing under this subpart and the Act, 
will approve the application and notify 
the applicant of such within 10 days of 
the determination. 

(3) If a licensed vessel is lost or de-
stroyed, and the operators of the vessel 
apply for a license for another vessel 
for the licensing period during which 
the vessel was lost, or for either of the 
two subsequent licensing periods, 
NMFS will consider the replacement 
vessel to have the license application 
approval status and history of the lost 
or destroyed vessel for the purpose of 
applying the prioritization criteria of 
paragraph (k)(4) of this section, pro-
vided that the ownership of the lost or 
destroyed vessel and the ownership of 
the replacement vessel, as determined 
by the Regional Administrator, are 
identical, and the replacement vessel 
meets the requirements for licensing 
under this subpart and the Act. 

(n) Procedures for 2011–2012 licensing 
period. For the licensing period that 
starts June 15, 2011, and for that licens-
ing period only, pre-approvals may not 
be sought and will not be issued by 
NMFS. NMFS will rank order those ap-
plications received by February 5, 2011, 
for the 2011–2012 licensing period by ap-
plying the criteria in paragraphs 
(k)(4)(i) and (k)(4)(ii) of this section, 
except that in lieu of using the criteria 
in (k)(4)(i), first priority will be given 
to applications for vessels that as of 
February 5, 2011, have valid licenses for 
the 2010–2011 licensing period. 
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§ 300.33 Compliance with applicable 
national laws. 

The operator of the vessel shall com-
ply with each of the applicable na-
tional laws, and the operator of the 
vessel shall be responsible for the com-
pliance by the vessel and its crew with 
each of the applicable national laws, 
and the vessel shall be operated in ac-
cordance with those laws. 
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