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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–14 Edition) § 622.222 

§ 622.222 Prohibited gear and methods. 
Also see § 622.9 for additional prohib-

ited gear and methods that apply more 
broadly to multiple fisheries or in 
some cases all fisheries. 

(a) Power-assisted tools. A power-as-
sisted tool may not be used in the 
South Atlantic EEZ to take allowable 
octocoral, prohibited coral, or live 
rock. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.223 Prohibited species. 
(a) General. The harvest and posses-

sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Prohibited coral. South Atlantic 
prohibited coral taken as incidental 
catch in the South Atlantic EEZ must 
be returned immediately to the sea in 
the general area of fishing. In fisheries 
where the entire catch is landed 
unsorted, such as the scallop and 
groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohib-
ited coral may be landed ashore; how-
ever, no person may sell or purchase 
such prohibited coral. 

(c) Wild live rock. Wild live rock may 
not be harvested or possessed in the 
South Atlantic EEZ. 

(d) Octocoral. Octocoral may not be 
harvested or possessed in or from the 
portion of the South Atlantic EEZ 
managed under the FMP. Octocoral 
collected in the portion of the South 
Atlantic EEZ managed under the FMP 
must be released immediately with a 
minimum of harm. 

§ 622.224 Area closures to protect 
South Atlantic corals. 

(a) Allowable octocoral closed area. No 
person may harvest or possess allow-
able octocoral in the South Atlantic 
EEZ north of 28°35.1′ N. lat. (due east of 
the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building, 
Cape Canaveral, FL). 

(b) Oculina Bank—(1) HAPC. The 
Oculina Bank HAPC encompasses an 
area bounded on the north by 28°30′ N. 
lat., on the south by 27°30′ N. lat., on 
the east by the 100-fathom (183-m) con-
tour, as shown on the latest edition of 
NOAA chart 11460, and on the west by 

80°00′ W. long.; and two adjacent areas: 
the first bounded on the north by 28°30′ 
N. lat., on the south by 28°29′ N. lat., on 
the east by 80°00′ W. long., and on the 
west by 80°03′ W. long.; and the second 
bounded on the north by 28°17′ N. lat., 
on the south by 28°16′ N. lat., on the 
east by 80°00′ W. long., and on the west 
by 80°03′ W. long.In the Oculina Bank 
HAPC, no person may: 

(i) Use a bottom longline, bottom 
trawl, dredge, pot, or trap. 

(ii) If aboard a fishing vessel, anchor, 
use an anchor and chain, or use a grap-
ple and chain. 

(iii) Fish for rock shrimp or possess 
rock shrimp in or from the area on 
board a fishing vessel. 

(2) Experimental closed area. Within 
the Oculina Bank HAPC, the experi-
mental closed area is bounded on the 
north by 27°53′ N. lat., on the south by 
27°30′ N. lat., on the east by 79°56′ W. 
long., and on the west by 80°00’ W. long. 
No person may fish for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper in the experimental 
closed area, and no person may retain 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or 
from the area. In the experimental 
closed area, any South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper taken incidentally by 
hook-and-line gear must be released 
immediately by cutting the line with-
out removing the fish from the water. 

(c) Deepwater Coral HAPCs—(1) Loca-
tions. The following areas are des-
ignated Deepwater Coral HAPCs: 

(i) Cape Lookout Lophelia Banks is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

Origin ......... 34°24′37″ 75°45′11″ 
1 ................. 34°10′26″ 75°58′44″ 
2 ................. 34°05′47″ 75°54′54″ 
3 ................. 34°21′02″ 75°41′25″ 
Origin ......... 34°24′37″ 75°45′11″ 

(ii) Cape Fear Lophelia Banks is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

Origin ......... 33°38′49″ 76°29′32″ 
1 ................. 33°32′21″ 76°32′38″ 
2 ................. 33°29′49″ 76°26′19″ 
3 ................. 33°36′09″ 76°23′37″ 
Origin ......... 33°38′49″ 76°29′32″ 
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