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and to connect electronically to the online 
IFQ system to complete the transaction and 
obtain the transaction approval code is re-
quired. After a landing transaction has been 
completed, a transaction approval code 
verifying a legal transaction of the amount 
of IFQ groupers and tilefishes in possession 
and a copy of the dealer endorsement must 
accompany any IFQ groupers or tilefishes 
from the landing location through possession 
by a dealer. This requirement also applies to 
IFQ groupers and tilefishes possessed on a 
vessel that is trailered for transport. A deal-
er may only receive IFQ groupers and 
tilefishes transported by a vehicle or a 
trailered vessel that has a corresponding 
transaction approval code. 

(v) Approved landing locations. IFQ groupers 
and tilefishes must be landed at an approved 
landing location. Landing locations must be 
approved by NMFS Office for Law Enforce-
ment prior to a vessel landing IFQ groupers 
or tilefishes at these sites. * * * 

* * * * * 

§§ 622.23–622.24 [Reserved] 

§ 622.25 Exemptions for Gulf ground-
fish trawling. 

Gulf groundfish trawling means fish-
ing in the Gulf EEZ by a vessel that 
uses a bottom trawl, the unsorted 
catch of which is ground up for animal 
feed or industrial products. 

(a) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, the owner or operator of 
a vessel trawling for Gulf groundfish is 
exempt from the following require-
ments and limitations for the vessel’s 
unsorted catch of Gulf reef fish: 

(1) The requirement for a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish 
in order to sell Gulf reef fish. 

(2) Minimum size limits for Gulf reef 
fish. 

(3) Bag limits for Gulf reef fish. 
(4) The prohibition on sale of Gulf 

reef fish after a quota or ACL closure. 
(b) Other provisions of this part not-

withstanding, a dealer in a Gulf state 
is exempt from the requirement for a 
Gulf and South Atlantic dealer permit 
to receive Gulf reef fish harvested from 
the Gulf EEZ by a vessel trawling for 
Gulf groundfish. 

[79 FR 19494, Apr. 9, 2014] 

§ 622.26 Recordkeeping and reporting. 
(a) Commercial vessel owners and oper-

ators. The owner or operator of a vessel 

for which a commercial permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued, as required 
under § 622.20(a)(1), or whose vessel 
fishes for or lands reef fish in or from 
state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, 
who is selected to report by the SRD 
must maintain a fishing record on a 
form available from the SRD. These 
completed fishing records must be sub-
mitted to the SRD postmarked not 
later than 7 days after the end of each 
fishing trip. If no fishing occurred dur-
ing a calendar month, a report so stat-
ing must be submitted on one of the 
forms postmarked not later than 7 days 
after the end of that month. Informa-
tion to be reported is indicated on the 
form and its accompanying instruc-
tions. 

(b) Charter vessel/headboat owners and 
operators—(1) General reporting require-
ment—(i) Charter vessels. The owner or 
operator of a charter vessel for which a 
charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued, as required 
under § 622.20(b), or whose vessel fishes 
for or lands such reef fish in or from 
state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, 
who is selected to report by the SRD 
must maintain a fishing record for 
each trip, or a portion of such trips as 
specified by the SRD, on forms pro-
vided by the SRD and must submit 
such record as specified in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section. 

(ii) Headboats. The owner or operator 
of a headboat for which a charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for Gulf reef fish 
has been issued, as required under 
§ 622.20(b), or whose vessel fishes for or 
lands such reef fish in or from state 
waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, who is 
selected to report by the SRD must 
submit an electronic fishing record for 
each trip of all fish harvested within 
the time period specified in paragraph 
(b)(2)(ii) of this section, via the South-
east Region Headboat Survey. 

(2) Reporting deadlines—(i) Charter ves-
sels. Completed fishing records required 
by paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section for 
charter vessels must be submitted to 
the SRD weekly, postmarked no later 
than 7 days after the end of each week 
(Sunday). Information to be reported is 
indicated on the form and its accom-
panying instructions. 

(ii) Headboats. Electronic fishing 
records required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) 
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