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vessel that has a valid commercial ves-
sel permit for golden crab. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 19496, Apr. 9, 2014] 

§ 622.251 Annual catch limits (ACLs), 
annual catch targets (ACTs), and 
accountability measures (AMs). 

(a) Commercial sector—(1) If commer-
cial landings for golden crab, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the ACL of 2 million lb 
(907,185 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the golden 
crab fishery for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all harvest, 
possession, sale or purchase of golden 
crab in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is prohibited. 

(2) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and golden crab are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.252 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for the Golden 
Crab Fishery of the South Atlantic Re-
gion, the RA may establish or modify 
the following: 

(a) South Atlantic golden crab. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
MSY, ABC, TAC, quotas (including 
quotas equal to zero), trip limits, min-
imum sizes, gear regulations and re-
strictions, permit requirements, sea-
sonal or area closures, sub-zones and 
their management measures, time 
frame for recovery of golden crab if 
overfished, fishing year (adjustment 
not to exceed 2 months), observer re-
quirements, authority for the RA to 
close the fishery when a quota is 
reached or is projected to be reached, 
definitions of essential fish habitat, 
and essential fish habitat HAPCs or 
Coral HAPCs. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subpart M—Dolphin and Wahoo 
Fishery Off the Atlantic States 

§ 622.270 Permits. 
(a) Commercial vessel permits. (1) For a 

person aboard a vessel to be eligible for 
exemption from the bag and possession 
limits for dolphin or wahoo in or from 
the Atlantic EEZ or to sell such dol-
phin or wahoo, a commercial vessel 
permit for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo 
must be issued to the vessel and must 
be on board, except as provided in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section. (See para-
graph (c)(1) of this section for the re-
quirements for operator permits in the 
Atlantic dolphin and wahoo fishery). 

(2) The provisions of paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section notwithstanding, a fish-
ing vessel, except a vessel operating as 
a charter vessel or headboat, that does 
not have a commercial vessel permit 
for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo but has 
a Federal commercial vessel permit in 
any other fishery, is exempt from the 
bag and possession limits for dolphin 
and wahoo and may sell dolphin and 
wahoo, subject to the trip and geo-
graphical limits specified in 
§ 622.278(a)(2). (A charter vessel/ 
headboat permit is not a commercial 
vessel permit.) 

(b) Charter vessel/headboat permits. (1) 
For a person aboard a vessel that is op-
erating as a charter vessel or headboat 
to fish for or possess Atlantic dolphin 
or wahoo, in or from the Atlantic EEZ, 
a valid charter vessel/headboat permit 
for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo must 
have been issued to the vessel and must 
be on board. (See paragraph (c)(1) of 
this section for the requirements for 
operator permits in the dolphin and 
wahoo fishery.) 

(2) A charter vessel or headboat may 
have both a charter vessel/headboat 
permit and a commercial vessel per-
mit. However, when a vessel is oper-
ating as a charter vessel or headboat, a 
person aboard must adhere to the bag 
limits. See the definitions of ‘‘Charter 
vessel’’ and ‘‘Headboat’’ in § 622.2 for an 
explanation of when vessels are consid-
ered to be operating as a charter vessel 
or headboat, respectively. 

(c) Operator permits. (1) An operator of 
a vessel that has or is required to have 
a charter vessel/headboat or commer-
cial permit for Atlantic dolphin and 
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