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and to connect electronically to the online 
IFQ system to complete the transaction and 
obtain the transaction approval code is re-
quired. After a landing transaction has been 
completed, a transaction approval code 
verifying a legal transaction of the amount 
of IFQ groupers and tilefishes in possession 
and a copy of the dealer endorsement must 
accompany any IFQ groupers or tilefishes 
from the landing location through possession 
by a dealer. This requirement also applies to 
IFQ groupers and tilefishes possessed on a 
vessel that is trailered for transport. A deal-
er may only receive IFQ groupers and 
tilefishes transported by a vehicle or a 
trailered vessel that has a corresponding 
transaction approval code. 

(v) Approved landing locations. IFQ groupers 
and tilefishes must be landed at an approved 
landing location. Landing locations must be 
approved by NMFS Office for Law Enforce-
ment prior to a vessel landing IFQ groupers 
or tilefishes at these sites. * * * 

* * * * * 

§§ 622.23–622.24 [Reserved] 

§ 622.25 Exemptions for Gulf ground-
fish trawling. 

Gulf groundfish trawling means fish-
ing in the Gulf EEZ by a vessel that 
uses a bottom trawl, the unsorted 
catch of which is ground up for animal 
feed or industrial products. 

(a) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, the owner or operator of 
a vessel trawling for Gulf groundfish is 
exempt from the following require-
ments and limitations for the vessel’s 
unsorted catch of Gulf reef fish: 

(1) The requirement for a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish 
in order to sell Gulf reef fish. 

(2) Minimum size limits for Gulf reef 
fish. 

(3) Bag limits for Gulf reef fish. 
(4) The prohibition on sale of Gulf 

reef fish after a quota or ACL closure. 
(b) Other provisions of this part not-

withstanding, a dealer in a Gulf state 
is exempt from the requirement for a 
Gulf and South Atlantic dealer permit 
to receive Gulf reef fish harvested from 
the Gulf EEZ by a vessel trawling for 
Gulf groundfish. 

[79 FR 19494, Apr. 9, 2014] 

§ 622.26 Recordkeeping and reporting. 
(a) Commercial vessel owners and oper-

ators. The owner or operator of a vessel 

for which a commercial permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued, as required 
under § 622.20(a)(1), or whose vessel 
fishes for or lands reef fish in or from 
state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, 
who is selected to report by the SRD 
must maintain a fishing record on a 
form available from the SRD. These 
completed fishing records must be sub-
mitted to the SRD postmarked not 
later than 7 days after the end of each 
fishing trip. If no fishing occurred dur-
ing a calendar month, a report so stat-
ing must be submitted on one of the 
forms postmarked not later than 7 days 
after the end of that month. Informa-
tion to be reported is indicated on the 
form and its accompanying instruc-
tions. 

(b) Charter vessel/headboat owners and 
operators—(1) General reporting require-
ment—(i) Charter vessels. The owner or 
operator of a charter vessel for which a 
charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf 
reef fish has been issued, as required 
under § 622.20(b), or whose vessel fishes 
for or lands such reef fish in or from 
state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, 
who is selected to report by the SRD 
must maintain a fishing record for 
each trip, or a portion of such trips as 
specified by the SRD, on forms pro-
vided by the SRD and must submit 
such record as specified in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section. 

(ii) Headboats. The owner or operator 
of a headboat for which a charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for Gulf reef fish 
has been issued, as required under 
§ 622.20(b), or whose vessel fishes for or 
lands such reef fish in or from state 
waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ, who is 
selected to report by the SRD must 
submit an electronic fishing record for 
each trip of all fish harvested within 
the time period specified in paragraph 
(b)(2)(ii) of this section, via the South-
east Region Headboat Survey. 

(2) Reporting deadlines—(i) Charter ves-
sels. Completed fishing records required 
by paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section for 
charter vessels must be submitted to 
the SRD weekly, postmarked no later 
than 7 days after the end of each week 
(Sunday). Information to be reported is 
indicated on the form and its accom-
panying instructions. 

(ii) Headboats. Electronic fishing 
records required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) 
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of this section for headboats must be 
submitted at weekly intervals (or in-
tervals shorter than a week if notified 
by the SRD) by 11:59 p.m., local time, 
the Sunday following a reporting week. 
If no fishing activity occurred during a 
reporting week, an electronic report so 
stating must be submitted for that re-
porting week by 11:59 p.m., local time, 
the Sunday following a reporting week. 

(3) Catastrophic conditions. During 
catastrophic conditions only, NMFS 
provides for use of paper forms for 
basic required functions as a backup to 
the electronic reports required by para-
graph (b)(1)(ii) of this section. The RA 
will determine when catastrophic con-
ditions exist, the duration of the cata-
strophic conditions, and which partici-
pants or geographic areas are deemed 
affected by the catastrophic condi-
tions. The RA will provide timely no-
tice to affected participants via publi-
cation of notification in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER, NOAA weather radio, fishery 
bulletins, and other appropriate means 
and will authorize the affected partici-
pants’ use of paper-based components 
for the duration of the catastrophic 
conditions. The paper forms will be 
available from NMFS. During cata-
strophic conditions, the RA has the au-
thority to waive or modify reporting 
time requirements. 

(4) Compliance requirement. Electronic 
reports required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) 
of this section must be submitted and 
received by NMFS according to the re-
porting requirements under this sec-
tion. A report not received within the 
time specified in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) is 
delinquent. A delinquent report auto-
matically results in the owner and op-
erator of a headboat for which a char-
ter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf reef 
fish has been issued being prohibited 
from harvesting or possessing such spe-
cies, regardless of any additional noti-
fication to the delinquent owner and 
operator by NMFS. The owner and op-
erator who are prohibited from har-
vesting or possessing such species due 
to delinquent reports are authorized to 
harvest or possess such species only 
after all required and delinquent re-
ports have been submitted and received 
by NMFS according to the reporting 
requirements under this section. 

(c) Dealers. (1) A dealer who first re-
ceives Gulf reef fish must maintain 
records and submit information as 
specified in § 622.5(c). 

(2) The operator of a vehicle that is 
used to pick up from a fishing vessel 
Gulf reef fish must maintain a record 
containing the name of each fishing 
vessel from which reef fish on the vehi-
cle have been received. The vehicle op-
erator must provide such record for in-
spection upon the request of an author-
ized officer. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 6099, Feb. 3, 2014; 79 FR 19494, Apr. 9, 2014] 

§ 622.27 At-sea observer coverage. 

(a) Required coverage. A vessel for 
which a Federal commercial vessel per-
mit for Gulf reef fish or a charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for Gulf reef fish 
has been issued must carry a NMFS-ap-
proved observer, if the vessel’s trip is 
selected by the SRD for observer cov-
erage. Vessel permit renewal is contin-
gent upon compliance with this para-
graph (a). 

(b) Notification to the SRD. When ob-
server coverage is required, an owner 
or operator must advise the SRD in 
writing not less than 5 days in advance 
of each trip of the following: 

(1) Departure information (port, 
dock, date, and time). 

(2) Expected landing information 
(port, dock, and date). 

(c) Observer accommodations and ac-
cess. An owner or operator of a vessel 
on which a NMFS-approved observer is 
embarked must: 

(1) Provide accommodations and food 
that are equivalent to those provided 
to the crew. 

(2) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s communications 
equipment and personnel upon request 
for the transmission and receipt of 
messages related to the observer’s du-
ties. 

(3) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s navigation equip-
ment and personnel upon request to de-
termine the vessel’s position. 

(4) Allow the observer free and unob-
structed access to the vessel’s bridge, 
working decks, holding bins, weight 
scales, holds, and any other space used 
to hold, process, weigh, or store fish. 
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