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submitted at weekly intervals (or in-
tervals shorter than a week if notified 
by the SRD) by 11:59 p.m., local time, 
the Sunday following a reporting week. 
If no fishing activity occurred during a 
reporting week, an electronic report so 
stating must be submitted for that re-
porting week by 11:59 p.m., local time, 
the Sunday following a reporting week. 

(3) Catastrophic conditions. During 
catastrophic conditions only, NMFS 
provides for use of paper forms for 
basic required functions as a backup to 
the electronic fishing records required 
by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section. 
The RA will determine when cata-
strophic conditions exist, the duration 
of the catastrophic conditions, and 
which participants or geographic areas 
are deemed affected by the cata-
strophic conditions. The RA will pro-
vide timely notice to affected partici-
pants via publication of notification in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, NOAA weather 
radio, fishery bulletins, and other ap-
propriate means and will authorize the 
affected participants’ use of paper 
forms for the duration of the cata-
strophic conditions. The paper forms 
will be available from NMFS. During 
catastrophic conditions, the RA has 
the authority to waive or modify re-
porting time requirements. 

(4) Compliance requirement. Electronic 
reports required by paragraph (b)(1)(ii) 
of this section must be submitted and 
received by NMFS according to the re-
porting requirements under this sec-
tion. A report not received within the 
time specified in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of 
this section is delinquent. A delinquent 
report automatically results in the 
owner and operator of a headboat for 
which a charter vessel/headboat permit 
for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo has 
been issued being prohibited from har-
vesting or possessing such species, re-
gardless of any additional notification 
to the delinquent owner and operator 
by NMFS. The owner and operator who 
are prohibited from harvesting or pos-
sessing such species due to delinquent 
reports are authorized to harvest or 
possess such species only after all re-
quired and delinquent reports have 
been submitted and received by NMFS 
according to the reporting require-
ments under this section. 

(c) Dealers. (1) A dealer who first re-
ceives Atlantic dolphin or wahoo must 
maintain records and submit informa-
tion as specified in § 622.5(c). 

(2) Alternate SRD. For the purpose of 
§ 622.5(c), in the states from Maine 
through Virginia, or in the waters off 
those states, ‘‘SRD’’ means the Science 
and Research Director, Northeast Fish-
eries Science Center, NMFS, or a des-
ignee. 

(3) On demand, a dealer who has been 
issued a Gulf and South Atlantic dealer 
permit, as required under § 622.270(d)(1), 
must make available to an authorized 
officer all records of offloadings, pur-
chases, or sales of Atlantic dolphin or 
wahoo. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 78781, Dec. 27, 2013; 79 FR 19496, Apr. 9, 
2014] 

§ 622.272 Authorized gear. 
(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo—(1) 

Authorized gear. The following are the 
only authorized gear types in the fish-
eries for dolphin and wahoo in the At-
lantic EEZ: Automatic reel, bandit 
gear, handline, pelagic longline, rod 
and reel, and spearfishing gear (includ-
ing powerheads). A person aboard a 
vessel in the Atlantic EEZ that has on 
board gear types other than authorized 
gear types may not possess a dolphin 
or wahoo. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.273 Conservation measures for 
protected species. 

(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo pelagic 
longliners. The owner or operator of a 
vessel for which a commercial permit 
for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo has 
been issued, as required under 
§ 622.270(a)(1), and that has on board a 
pelagic longline must post inside the 
wheelhouse the sea turtle handling and 
release guidelines provided by NMFS. 
Such owner or operator must also com-
ply with the sea turtle bycatch mitiga-
tion measures, including gear require-
ments and sea turtle handling require-
ments, as specified in § 635.21(c)(5)(i) 
and (ii) of this chapter, respectively. 
For the purpose of this paragraph, a 
vessel is considered to have pelagic 
longline gear on board when a power- 
operated longline hauler, a mainline, 
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floats capable of supporting the main-
line, and leaders (gangions) with hooks 
are on board. Removal of any one of 
these elements constitutes removal of 
pelagic longline gear. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.274 Pelagic longline closed areas. 
(a) If pelagic longline gear is on 

board a vessel, a person aboard such 
vessel may not fish for or retain a dol-
phin or wahoo— 

(1) In the Northeastern United States 
closed area from June 1 through June 
30 each year. The Northeastern United 
States closed area is that portion of 
the EEZ between 40° N. lat. and 39° N. 
lat. from 68° W. long. to 74° W. long. 

(2) In the Charleston Bump closed 
area from February 1 through April 30 
each year. The Charleston Bump closed 
area is that portion of the EEZ off 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia between 34° N. lat. and 31° N. 
lat. and west of 76° W. long. 

(3) In the East Florida Coast closed 
area year round. The East Florida 
Coast closed area is that portion of the 
EEZ off Georgia and the east coast of 
Florida from the inner boundary of the 
EEZ at 31° N. lat.; thence due east to 
78° W. long.; thence by a rhumb line to 
28°17′ N. lat., 79°12′ W. long.; thence pro-
ceeding in a southerly direction along 
the outer boundary of the EEZ to 24° N. 
lat.; thence due west to 24° N. lat., 
81°47′ W. long.; thence due north to the 
innermost boundary of the EEZ at 
81°47′ W. long. 

(b) A vessel is considered to have pe-
lagic longline gear on board when a 
power-operated longline hauler, a 
mainline, floats capable of supporting 
the mainline, and gangions with hooks 
are on board. Removal of any one of 
these elements constitutes removal of 
pelagic longline gear. 

(c) If a vessel is in a closed area dur-
ing a time specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section with pelagic longline gear 
on board, it is a rebuttable presump-
tion that fish on board such vessel were 
taken with pelagic longline gear in the 
closed area. 

§ 622.275 Size limits. 
All size limits in this section are 

minimum size limits unless specified 
otherwise. A fish not in compliance 

with its size limit, as specified in this 
section, in or from the Atlantic EEZ, 
may not be possessed, sold, or pur-
chased. A fish not in compliance with 
its size limit must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that 
fish on board are in compliance with 
the size limits specified in this section. 

(a) Dolphin in the Atlantic off Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina—20 inches 
(50.8 cm), fork length. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.276 Landing fish intact. 
(a) Dolphin and wahoo in or from the 

Atlantic EEZ must be maintained with 
head and fins intact. Such fish may be 
eviscerated, gilled, and scaled, but 
must otherwise be maintained in a 
whole condition. 

(b) The operator of a vessel that 
fishes in the EEZ is responsible for en-
suring that fish on that vessel in the 
EEZ are maintained intact and, if 
taken from the EEZ, are maintained 
intact through offloading ashore, as 
specified in this section. 

§ 622.277 Bag and possession limits. 
Section 622.11(a) provides the general 

applicability for bag and possession 
limits. 

(a) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bag 
and possession limits are as follows: 

(1) Dolphin—10, not to exceed 60 per 
vessel, whichever is less, except, on 
board a headboat, 10 per paying pas-
senger. 

(2) Wahoo—2. 
(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.278 Commercial trip limits. 
Commercial trip limits are limits on 

the amount of Atlantic dolphin and 
wahoo that may be possessed on board 
or landed, purchased, or sold from a 
vessel per day. A person who fishes in 
the EEZ may not combine a trip limit 
specified in this section with any trip 
or possession limit applicable to state 
waters. A species subject to a trip limit 
specified in this section taken in the 
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such species may not be 
transferred in the EEZ. Commercial 
trip limits apply as follows (all weights 
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