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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.434 

appropriate manner by the Assistant 
Administrator or an authorized officer. 

§ 622.431 Trap construction specifica-
tions and tending restrictions. 

(a) Construction specifications—(1) 
Minimum mesh size. A bare-wire fish 
trap used or possessed in the EEZ that 
has hexagonal mesh openings must 
have a minimum mesh size of 1.5 inches 
(3.8 cm) in the smallest dimension 
measured between centers of opposite 
strands. A bare-wire fish trap used or 
possessed in the EEZ that has other 
than hexagonal mesh openings or a fish 
trap of other than bare wire, such as 
coated wire or plastic, used or pos-
sessed in the EEZ, must have a min-
imum mesh size of 2.0 inches (5.1 cm) in 
the smallest dimension measured be-
tween centers of opposite strands. 

(2) Escape mechanisms. A fish trap 
used or possessed in the Caribbean EEZ 
must have a panel located on one side 
of the trap, excluding the top, bottom, 
and side containing the trap entrance. 
The opening covered by the panel must 
measure not less than 8 by 8 inches 
(20.3 by 20.3 cm). The mesh size of the 
panel may not be smaller than the 
mesh size of the trap. The panel must 
be attached to the trap with untreated 
jute twine with a diameter not exceed-
ing 1⁄8 inch (3.2 mm). An access door 
may serve as the panel, provided it is 
on an appropriate side, it is hinged 
only at its bottom, its only other fas-
tening is untreated jute twine with a 
diameter not exceeding 1⁄8 inch (3.2 
mm), and such fastening is at the top 
of the door so that the door will fall 
open when such twine degrades. Jute 
twine used to secure a panel may not 
be wrapped or overlapped. 

(b) Tending restrictions. A fish trap in 
the Caribbean EEZ may be pulled or 
tended only by a person (other than an 
authorized officer) aboard the fish trap 
owner’s vessel, or aboard another ves-
sel if such vessel has on board written 
consent of the trap owner, or if the 
trap owner is aboard and has docu-
mentation verifying his identification 
number and color code. An owner’s 
written consent must specify the time 
period such consent is effective and the 
trap owner’s gear identification num-
ber and color code. 

§ 622.432 Anchoring restriction. 
(a) The owner or operator of any fish-

ing vessel, recreational or commercial, 
that fishes for or possesses Caribbean 
reef fish in or from the Caribbean EEZ 
must ensure that the vessel uses only 
an anchor retrieval system that recov-
ers the anchor by its crown, thereby 
preventing the anchor from dragging 
along the bottom during recovery. For 
a grapnel hook, this could include an 
incorporated anchor rode reversal bar 
that runs parallel along the shank, 
which allows the rode to reverse and 
slip back toward the crown. For a 
fluke- or plow-type anchor, a trip line 
consisting of a line from the crown of 
the anchor to a surface buoy would be 
required. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.433 Prohibited gear and methods. 
Also see § 622.9 for additional prohib-

ited gear and methods that apply more 
broadly to multiple fisheries or in 
some cases all fisheries. 

(a) Poisons. A poison, drug, or other 
chemical may not be used to fish for 
Caribbean reef fish in the Caribbean 
EEZ. 

(b) Powerheads. A powerhead may not 
be used in the Caribbean EEZ to har-
vest Caribbean reef fish. The possession 
of a mutilated Caribbean reef fish in or 
from the Caribbean EEZ and a 
powerhead is prima facie evidence that 
such fish was harvested by a 
powerhead. 

(c) Gillnets and trammel nets in the 
Caribbean EEZ. A gillnet or trammel 
net may not be used in the Caribbean 
EEZ to fish for Caribbean reef fish. 
Possession of a gillnet or trammel net 
and any Caribbean reef fish in or from 
the Caribbean EEZ is prima facie evi-
dence of violation of this paragraph (c). 
A gillnet or trammel net used in the 
Caribbean EEZ to fish for any other 
species must be tended at all times. 

§ 622.434 Prohibited species. 
(a) General. The harvest and posses-

sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 
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(b) No person may fish for or possess 
goliath grouper and Nassau grouper in 
or from the Caribbean EEZ. Such fish 
caught in the Caribbean EEZ must be 
released immediately with a minimum 
of harm. 

(c) No person may fish for or possess 
midnight parrotfish, blue parrotfish, or 
rainbow parrotfish in or from the Car-
ibbean EEZ. Such fish caught in the 
Caribbean EEZ must be released with a 
minimum of harm. 

§ 622.435 Seasonal and area closures. 
(a) Seasonal closures—(1) Seasonal clo-

sures applicable to specific species only— 
(i) Red, black, tiger, yellowfin, or 
yellowedge grouper closure. From Feb-
ruary 1 through April 30, each year, no 
person may fish for or possess red, 
black, tiger, yellowfin, or yellowedge 
grouper in or from the Caribbean EEZ. 
This prohibition on possession does not 
apply to such grouper harvested and 
landed ashore prior to the closure. 

(ii) Red hind closure. From December 
1 through the last day of February, 
each year, no person may fish for or 
possess red hind in or from the Carib-
bean EEZ west of 67°10′ W. longitude. 
This prohibition on possession does not 
apply to red hind harvested and landed 
ashore prior to the closure. 

(iii) Vermilion, black, silk, or blackfin 
snapper closure. From October 1 
through December 31, each year, no 
person may fish for or possess 
vermilion, black, silk, or blackfin 
snapper in or from the Caribbean EEZ. 
This prohibition on possession does not 
apply to such snapper harvested and 
landed ashore prior to the closure. 

(iv) Lane or mutton snapper closure. 
From April 1 through June 30, each 
year, no person may fish for or possess 
lane or mutton snapper in or from the 
Caribbean EEZ. This prohibition on 
possession does not apply to such snap-
per harvested and landed ashore prior 
to the closure. 

(2) Seasonal closures applicable to broad 
categories of fish or to all fishing—(i) 
Mutton snapper spawning aggregation 
area. From March 1 through June 30, 
each year, fishing is prohibited in that 
part of the following area that is in the 
EEZ. The area is bounded by rhumb 
lines connecting, in order, the points 
listed. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 17°37.8′ 64°53.0′ 
B ................ 17°39.0′ 64°53.0′ 
C ................ 17°39.0′ 64°50.5′ 
D ................ 17°38.1′ 64°50.5′ 
E ................ 17°37.8′ 64°52.5′ 
A ................ 17°37.8′ 64°53.0′ 

(ii) Red hind spawning aggregation 
areas. From December 1 through Feb-
ruary 28, each year, fishing is prohib-
ited in those parts of the following 
areas that are in the EEZ. Each area is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the points listed. 

(A) East of St. Croix. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 17°50.2′ 64°27.9′ 
B ................ 17°50.1′ 64°26.1′ 
C ................ 17°49.2′ 64°25.8′ 
D ................ 17°48.6′ 64°25.8′ 
E ................ 17°48.1′ 64°26.1′ 
F ................. 17°47.5′ 64°26.9′ 
A ................ 17°50.2′ 64°27.9′ 

(B) West of Puerto Rico—(1) [Reserved] 
(2) Tourmaline Bank. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 18°11.2′ 67°22.4′ 
B ................ 18°11.2′ 67°19.2′ 
C ................ 18°08.2′ 67°19.2′ 
D ................ 18°08.2′ 67°22.4′ 
A ................ 18°11.2′ 67°22.4′ 

(3) Abrir La Sierra Bank. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 18°06.5′ 67°26.9′ 
B ................ 18°06.5′ 67°23.9′ 
C ................ 18°03.5′ 67°23.9′ 
D ................ 18°03.5′ 67°26.9′ 
A ................ 18°06.5′ 67°26.9′ 

(iii) Grammanik Bank closed area. (A) 
The Grammanik Bank closed area is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the following points: 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ................ 18°11.898′ 64°56.328′ 
B ................ 18°11.645′ 64°56.225′ 
C ................ 18°11.058′ 64°57.810′ 
D ................ 18°11.311′ 64°57.913′ 
A ................ 18°11.898′ 64°56.328′ 

(B) From February 1 through April 
30, each year, no person may fish for or 
possess any species of fish, except high-
ly migratory species, in or from the 
Grammanik Bank closed area. This 
prohibition on possession does not 
apply to such fish harvested and landed 
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