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(iv) Inseason regional retention limit
adjustment criteria. NMFS will file with
the Office of the Federal Register for
publication notification of any
inseason adjustments to the regional
retention limits. Before making any
inseason adjustments to regional re-
tention limits, NMFS will consider the
following criteria and other relevant
factors:

(A) The usefulness of information ob-
tained from biological sampling and
monitoring of the North Atlantic
swordfish stock;

(B) The estimated ability of vessels
participating in the fishery to land the
amount of swordfish quota available
before the end of the fishing year;

(C) The estimated amounts by which
quotas for other categories of the fish-
ery might be exceeded;

(D) Effects of the adjustment on ac-
complishing the objectives of the fish-
ery management plan and its amend-
ments;

(BE) Variations in seasonal distribu-
tion, abundance, or migration patterns
of swordfish;

(F) Effects of catch rates in one re-
gion precluding vessels in another re-
gion from having a reasonable oppor-
tunity to harvest a portion of the over-
all swordfish quota; and

(G) Review of dealer reports, landing
trends, and the availability of sword-
fish on the fishing grounds.

(c) BAYS tunas. Persons aboard a
vessel that has been issued an HMS
Commercial Caribbean Small Boat per-
mit under §635.4 may retain, possess,
land, or sell no more than 10 BAYS
tunas per vessel per trip.

[64 FR 29135, May 28, 1999, as amended at 71
FR 58169, Oct. 2, 2006; 72 FR 31709, June 7,
2007; 73 FR 40709, July 15, 2008; 75 FR 30526,
June 1, 2010; 75 FR 76314, Dec. 8, 2010; 76 FR
49380, Aug. 10, 2011; 76 FR 53658, Aug. 29, 2011;
77 FR 60637, Oct. 4, 2012; 77 FR 59581, Oct. 1,
2012; 78 FR 40346, July 3, 20131 78 FR 52030,
Aug. 21, 2013]

§635.25 Fishing areas.

(a) General. Persons on board fishing
vessels subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States are authorized to
fish for, catch, retain, or land species
governed by an international catch
sharing agreement implemented under
this part only in or from those manage-

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-14 Edition)

ment areas for which the United States
has received an allocation.

(b) Exemptions. Persons and vessels
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States intending to fish for reg-
ulated species in fishing areas not oth-
erwise authorized under this part,
whether for the purposes of scientific
research or commercial fishing under a
chartering arrangement, must have a
permit from NMFS issued under
§635.32.

(c) Atlantic bluefin tuna. No person
aboard a U.S. fishing vessel shall fish
for bluefin tuna in, or possess on board
that fishing vessel a bluefin tuna taken
from, the Mediterranean Sea.

[67 FR 70026, Nov. 20, 2002]

§635.26 Catch and release.

(a) BFT. (1) Notwithstanding the
other provisions of this part, a person
aboard a vessel issued a permit under
this part, other than a person aboard a
vessel permitted in the General cat-
egory on a designated RFD, may fish
with rod and reel or handline gear for
BFT under a catch-and-release or tag-
and-release program. When fishing
under a tag-and-release program, vessel
owner/operators should use tags issued
or approved by NMFS. If a BFT is
tagged, the tag information, including
information on any previously applied
tag remaining on the fish, must be re-
ported to NMFS. All BFT caught under
the catch-and-release or tag-and-re-
lease programs must be returned to the
sea immediately with a minimum of
injury.

(2) Persons may obtain NMFS-issued
conventional tags, reporting cards, and
detailed instructions for their use from
the NMFS Cooperative Tagging Center.
Persons may use a conventional tag ob-
tained from a source other than NMFS
to tag BFT, provided the use of such
tags is registered each year with the
Cooperative Tagging Center and the
NMFS program manager has approved
the use of a conventional tag from that
source. An angler using an alternative
source of tags wishing to tag BFT may
contact the NMFS Cooperative Tag-
ging Center at the Southeast Fishery
Science Center.

(3) An angler registering for the HMS
tagging program is required to provide
his or her name, address, phone number
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