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Fishery Conservation and Management § 679.52 

§ 679.51 Observer requirements for vessels 
and plants. 

(a) * * * 
(2) * * * 
(vi) * * * 
(B) * * * 
(1) Listed AFA catcher/processors, catcher/ 

processors designated on listed AFA catcher/ 
processor permits, and AFA motherships. The 
owner or operator of a listed AFA catcher/ 
processor, a catcher/processor designated on 
a listed AFA catcher/processor permit, or an 
AFA mothership must have aboard at least 
two observers, at least one of whom must be 
certified as a lead level 2 observer, for each 
day that the vessel is used to catch, process, 
or receive groundfish. More than two observ-
ers must be aboard if the observer workload 
restriction would otherwise preclude sam-
pling as required. 

* * * * * 

(3) Unlisted AFA catcher/processors and 
catcher/processors designated on unlisted AFA 
catcher/processor permits. The owner or oper-
ator of an unlisted AFA catcher/processor or 
a catcher/processor designated on an unlisted 
AFA catcher/processor permit must have 
aboard at least two observers for each day 
that the vessel is used to engage in directed 
fishing for pollock in the BSAI, or receive 
pollock harvested in the BSAI. At least one 
observer must be certified as a lead level 2 
observer. When a listed AFA catcher/proc-
essor is not engaged in directed fishing for 
BSAI pollock and is not receiving pollock 
harvested in the BSAI, the observer coverage 
requirements at paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this 
section apply. 

* * * * * 

2. At 79 FR 54602, Sept. 12, 2014, § 679.51(f)(5) 
was amended by removing the phrase ‘‘ 
(a)(2)(vi)(B)(1) and (2)’’ and adding in its 
place the phrase ‘‘ (a)(2)(vi)(B)(1) through 
(3)’’, effective Oct. 14, 2014. 

§ 679.52 Observer provider permitting 
and responsibilities. 

(a) Observer provider permit—(1) Per-
mit. The Regional Administrator may 
issue a permit authorizing a person’s 
participation as an observer provider 
for operations requiring full observer 
coverage per § 679.51(a)(2) and (b)(2). 
Persons seeking to provide observer 
services under this section must obtain 
an observer provider permit from 
NMFS. 

(2) New observer provider. An applicant 
seeking an observer provider permit 
must submit a completed application 
by fax or mail to the Observer Program 

Office at the address listed at 
§ 679.51(c)(3). 

(3) Contents of application. An applica-
tion for an observer provider permit 
shall consist of a narrative that con-
tains the following: 

(i) Identification of the management, 
organizational structure, and owner-
ship structure of the applicant’s busi-
ness, including identification by name 
and general function of all controlling 
management interests in the company, 
including but not limited to owners, 
board members, officers, authorized 
agents, and other employees. If the ap-
plicant is a corporation, the articles of 
incorporation must be provided. If the 
applicant is a partnership, the partner-
ship agreement must be provided. 

(ii) Contact information—(A) Owner(s) 
information. The permanent mailing ad-
dress, phone and fax numbers where 
the owner(s) can be contacted for offi-
cial correspondence. 

(B) Business information. Current 
physical location, business mailing ad-
dress, business telephone and fax num-
bers, and business email address for 
each office. 

(C) Authorized agent. For an observer 
provider with ownership based outside 
the United States, identify an author-
ized agent and provide contact infor-
mation for that agent including mail-
ing address and phone and fax numbers 
where the agent can be contacted for 
official correspondence. An authorized 
agent means a person appointed and 
maintained within the United States 
who is authorized to receive and re-
spond to any legal process issued in the 
United States to an owner or employee 
of an observer provider. Any diplo-
matic official accepting such an ap-
pointment as designated agent waives 
diplomatic or other immunity in con-
nection with the process. 

(iii) A statement signed under pen-
alty of perjury from each owner, or 
owners, board members, and officers if 
a corporation, that they have no con-
flict of interest as described in para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(iv) A statement signed under pen-
alty of perjury from each owner, or 
owners, board members, and officers if 
a corporation, describing any criminal 
convictions, Federal contracts they 
have had and the performance rating 
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