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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 18.124 

Subpart J—Nonlethal Taking of 
Marine Mammals Incidental 
to Oil and Gas Exploration, 
Development, and Production 
Activities in the Beaufort Sea 
and Adjacent Northern Coast 
of Alaska 

SOURCE: 76 FR 47049, Aug. 3, 2011, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 47079, Aug. 
3, 2011, Subpart J was added, effective Aug. 3, 
2011 through Aug. 3, 2016. 

§ 18.121 What specified activities does 
this subpart cover? 

Regulations in this subpart apply to 
the nonlethal incidental, but not inten-
tional, take of small numbers of polar 
bears and Pacific walruses by you (U.S. 
citizens as defined in § 18.27(c)) while 
engaged in oil and gas exploration, de-

velopment, and production activities in 
the Beaufort Sea and adjacent north-
ern coast of Alaska. 

§ 18.122 In what specified geographic 
region does this subpart apply? 

This subpart applies to the specified 
geographic region defined by all Beau-
fort Sea waters east of a north-south 
line through Point Barrow (71°23′29″ N, 
¥156 °28″30 W, BGN 1944), and up to 200 
miles north of Point Barrow, including 
all Alaska coastal areas, State waters, 
and Outer Continental Shelf waters 
east of that line to the Canadian bor-
der. The onshore region is the same 
north/south line at Barrow, 25 miles in-
land and east to the Canning River. 
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is 
not included in the area covered by 
this subpart. Figure 1 shows the area 
where this subpart applies. 

§ 18.123 When is this subpart effective? 

Regulations in this subpart are effec-
tive from August 3, 2011, through Au-
gust 3, 2016, for year-round oil and gas 
exploration, development, and produc-
tion activities. 

§ 18.124 How do I obtain a Letter of 
Authorization? 

(a) You must be a U.S. citizen as de-
fined in § 18.27(c). 

(b) If you are conducting an oil and 
gas exploration, development, or pro-
duction activity in the specified geo-
graphic region described in § 18.122 that 
may cause the taking of polar bears or 
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